17 May 2004 Monday Bible study.

<at-peace> Father we thank you for your great Love in which you love us and you Words of life that are able to make us wise unto salvation and pray for your guidance and counsel in and through all things we that we may honor you in the way that you are deserving of, and thank you for this time of fellowship we have been blessed with through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<opentext> Rom 7:6, But now we are discharged from the Law and have terminated all intercourse with it, having died to what once restrained and held us captive. So now we serve not under [obedience to] the old code of written regulations, but [under obedience to the promptings] of the Spirit in newness [of life]. AMP

<opentext> The Law told us of what was required of us [it defined for us what was sin or transgression against God], and of what was to come in the promise of God for reconciliation with mankind [the child born, and the Son given]. And then once the promise arrived, Jesus of Nazareth, the forerunner, showed the path and the pattern for life, that would lead one to adoption and eternal life with the Father by obedience to the Spirit of Christ.

<opentext> Rom 7:7, What then do we conclude? Is the Law identical with sin? Certainly not! Nevertheless, if it had not been for the Law, I should not have recognized sin or have known its meaning. [For instance] I would not have known about covetousness [would have had no consciousness of sin or sense of guilt] if the Law had not [repeatedly] said, You shall not covet and have an evil desire [for one thing and another]. AMP

<opentext> Just as in life, of learning and growing; one can see many things, and know that something is there, but one has to learn to identify things before they can understand their purpose, whether good or bad.

<opentext> Rom 7:7, But I can hear you say, "If the law code was as bad as all that, it's no better than sin itself." That's certainly not true. The law code had a perfectly legitimate function. Without its clear guidelines for right and wrong, moral behavior would be mostly guesswork. Apart from the succinct, surgical command, "You shall not covet," I could have dressed covetousness up to look like a virtue and ruined my life with it.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> And even with a knowledge of right and wrong, people still try to twist and pervert things from what God says and means, to fit their own agenda.

<opentext> Law is only the means of disclosing this sinful propensity, not of producing it; as a bright beam of the sun introduced into a room shows millions of motes which appear to be dancing in it in all directions; but these were not introduced by the light: they were there before, only there was not light enough to make them manifest; so the evil propensity was there before, but there was not light sufficient to discover it. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

<opentext> I like the way Clarke brings out this clarification here. In a room there are all kinds of dust particles, but one can not see them, or be aware of them, until light is allowed to come through the window, and then one can see all that was there the whole time, but were still unaware of it.

<opentext> So the Law pointed out sin that was there, but, once one sees the sin, what could they do about it, as the sacrifice had not yet been made. The Law gave them moral guidelines to live by, yet, the heart of man still was not able to overcome the propensity to sin. Even we can see the sin and short comings in our own life, however, if one does not go to the Father, for His power and wisdom [Christ] on how to overcome them, what will the outcome be?

<at-peace> the wages of sin is death

<opentext> It is just like getting medicine from the doctor through the pharmacy, it tells us what the medicine will do, it tells us how many times a day one should take it, but if the instructions are not followed, of what benefit will the medicine be?

<chosen> none   <at-peace> little if any at all

<opentext> How often does one hear Father's wisdom concerning a certain situation, and yet ignore the counsel Father gives, [for whatever reasons]?

<at-peace> probably more often than one should

<opentext> Just as with the description Clarke gives concerning all of the particles [motes] that are there, without the knowledge of how to filter that all out of one's life, they will continue to be hindered by them [the motes] until they seek, obtain, and follow the wisdom and counsel given by the Creator.

<opentext> It is not likely that a dark, corrupt human heart can discern the will of God. His law is his will. It recommends what is just, and right, and good; and forbids what is improper, unjust, and injurious. If God had not revealed himself by this law, we should have done precisely what many nations of the earth have done, who have not had this revelation-put darkness for light, and sin for acts of holiness. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. KJV

<opentext> Even though the proper counsel is given, it can still be twisted and perverted to facilitate what the person or persons agenda may be.

<opentext> And if one is not able to hear the voice and Word of God for themselves [how to rightly divide the Word of truth] how easily can they be misled, by the people that they "think" are looking our for their spiritual well being?

<at-peace> very easy, truth exposes the lie…so without truth there is no clear vision to see the lie

<opentext> Yes, just as the light when utilized properly, will show all of those particles of dust that are there.

<opentext> 2 Cor 2:17, For we are not, like so many, [like hucksters making a trade of] peddling God's Word [shortchanging and adulterating the divine message]; but like [men] of sincerity and the purest motive, as [commissioned and sent] by God, we speak [His message] in Christ (the Messiah), in the [very] sight and presence of God. AMP

<opentext> Now, if one always remembered to stand in the Father's presence [if they ever knew how in the first place Heb 4:16] would they be as quick, or as apt to pervert His Message?

<at-peace> no

<opentext> So we can see then what Paul is bringing to light here in these verses, how that the Law pointed out sin to us, but, that it took the power and wisdom of God {Christ} for one to be able to overcome that which the Law showed us what was prevalent in our lives.

<opentext> Rom 7:8-9, 8 But sin, finding opportunity in the commandment [to express itself], got a hold on me and aroused and stimulated all kinds of forbidden desires (lust, covetousness). For without the Law sin is dead [the sense of it is inactive and a lifeless thing]. 9 Once I was alive, but quite apart from and unconscious of the Law. But when the commandment came, sin lived again and I died (was sentenced by the Law to death). AMP

<opentext> Rom 7:10-12, 10 And the very legal ordinance which was designed and intended to bring life actually proved [to mean to me] death. 11 For sin, seizing the opportunity and getting a hold on me [by taking its incentive] from the commandment, beguiled and entrapped and cheated me, and using it [as a weapon], killed me. 12 The Law therefore is holy, and [each] commandment is holy and just and good. AMP

<opentext> It is the letter that kills, but the Spirit that gives life!

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/  <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> what scripture verse talks about making good, bad and bad good?

<opentext> Isa 5:20-21, 20            Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight! (KJV)

<opentext> that one?

<at-peace> who have not had this revelation-put darkness for light, and sin for acts of holiness. .... in reference to Adam Clarke’s commentary

<at-peace> yes, thanks

<opentext> Mal 2:17            Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment? (KJV)
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