17 March 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> Father we are so thankful for all of your blessings to us... let us remain mindful of all that you have done for us, being thankful in all things because your grace is always sufficient... we thank you for your Word that you have to share with us that will speak personally to each of us, through Christ Jesus your Son and our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1  I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable (rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. AMP

 

<opentext> Rom 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. KJV

 

<opentext> As Paul closed out the last chapter, he was giving us a overview of how great God is, and how great His love for us is.

<opentext> Now at the start of this chapter, we see Paul asking us now if we are going to now do what we should see as our reasonable service to God.

<opentext> One can only present themselves to God a living sacrifice, by being alive in His Spirit; that is, being that active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> Now if one loses sight temporarily of all that which God has done for them, will they then be able to present all of themselves to Him a living sacrifice?

<disciple> no    <helpmate> no, they are not without spot or blemish    <chosen> no

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified says that one needs to make a decisive dedication of themselves to God. How many times each day is one faced with those decisive decisions?

<helpmate> in everything we say and do   <chosen> constantly   

<disciple> every second of the day

<opentext> Yet, does one always look at them all or consider them all to be decisive decisions? In other words, does one consider some of them more important then others?

<disciple> yes, at times, but we shouldn't...they are all important to our maturing in Christ

<helpmate> they are all a matter of life or death....by thy words you will be either justified or condemned

<chosen> when we lose sight of the fact that God should be our first choice, seeking Him first, otherwise something else will be allowed to come before Him in our life

<at-peace> one should see and consider them always, they are life and death

<opentext> Note how in the Amplified Paul states "to make a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living sacrifice". 

<opentext> To present "all" of your members and faculties as a living sacrifice. Each and every choice and decision that we make, should be a total living sacrifice. Yet, how often does one weigh the things that they do, giving more credence to certain things?

<disciple> not as many times as we should during the day

<chosen> we should give Father more credence than anything and everything else

<opentext> When we think that God is using us in a great way, then the dedication or effort will seem to me a bit more concerted. But what about with the plain everyday menial tasks? 

<helpmate> we should be doing everything unto Him

<at-peace> he who is faithful in the least, will be faithful in much.... the menial tasks are just as important to God

<chosen> doing everything unto Him, remembering that we are just the servant

<disciple> all of us should be dedicated to serving Him every second...not just a part of us here and there

<opentext> But how often does one respond as the person with the one talent, that does not see themselves as having much to do or give to God, and so they then bury or set aside that which God has blessed them with?

<helpmate> they shall not receive any blessings at all…and what little they did have will be taken away

<disciple> that can happen when one is not listening to what Father is asking of them...because they aren't able to distinguish what can be used for Him without Christ

<opentext> How often does one look at others as having more then what they do, and so assume that they are of little value to God?

<opentext> For God so loved you, because He sees your value and worth, that He had His Son make the ultimate sacrifice in and on your behalf, that you might accept everlasting life in and through Him.

<opentext> Learning to see how important we are in God's eyes, so that we will then be able to dedicate our life to Him, in all that He asks of us, regardless of how big, or menial the task may seem.

<opentext> If one is not able to see their value in and through God's eyes, can they really make a decisive decision to fully dedicate themselves to God and His service?

<helpmate> no     <chosen> no     <disciple> no     <at-peace> no

<opentext> If one is not able to see their value in and through God's eyes, are you going to be able to joyfully do all that He may ask of you this day?

<helpmate> no    <at-peace> no, would be difficult     <chosen> no     <disciple> no

<opentext> So not only does one have to be confident in and of the work that He has begun within them, but that confidence has to be maintained in and on a moment by moment basis, in order for them to remain that living sacrifice.

<opentext> How confident will you remain this day, of the work that He has begun in you?

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<helpmate> He is my pearl of great price
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