17 March 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and this time that you established for us before the foundation of the world, for us to be able to fellowship with you by and through the resurrection power of Christ Jesus. As we come before you this day, Let us be mindful of the fulness of the gift of Christ you have given to us, and to wisely use the knowledge you have made available to us, to walk the lifestyle that would be pleasing to you.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:9-10, 9 Therefore, since we are now justified ( acquitted, made righteous, and brought into right relationship with God) by Christ's blood, how much more [certain is it that] we shall be saved by Him from the indignation and wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, it is much more [certain], now that we are reconciled, that we shall be saved (daily delivered from sin's dominion) through His [resurrection] life. AMP

 

<opentext> One's ability to hear the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, is that which allows one to begin their journey of faith, so that they may be able to live a life that is at peace with God.

<opentext> It is as one allows their hearing to develop in the spiritual realm, then they then begin to see and comprehend all that was accomplished by the sacrificial life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which is able to leave one justified before God.

 

<opentext> If one does not believe that they are justified by Christ, is the Message then of any consequence to the person?

<chosen> it would do one no good   <disciple> none

<opentext> It is one thing for people to say that they believe, yet live a life that is contrary to that resurrection Message.

 

<opentext> Col 1:21-23, 21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled  22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight: 23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled,  KJV

<opentext> Even after one has been delivered from the power of darkness, one can still allow their mind to wander away from the promises of God, and allow their mind to be darkened.

 

<opentext> The key is, that one must be constantly renewed in and with the promises of God within their mind, which then carries over into their everyday life. Continuing in the faith, grounded and settled in these promises.

<opentext> Yet, how easy is it, how often does one take the reality of these promises for granted?

<disciple> can be easy if one becomes distracted by things of this world

<chosen> whenever we allow ourselves to be distracted

 

<opentext> Heb 2:1, SINCE ALL this is true, we ought to pay much closer attention than ever to the truths that we have heard, lest in any way we drift past [them] and slip away. AMP

 

<opentext> Learning to give FULL attention to each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God. Realizing that His Word is the very essence of life to and for the believer.

<opentext> The greater of an understanding that one has of the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made in and on your behalf, the more precious the gift is, and the more one is going to treasure and hold onto that which has been revealed to them.

 

<opentext> If one receives a automobile, but never learns the car, and how to utilize it, of what value is the automobile to the person?

<disciple> none...can be expensive without benefit  <chosen> not much

 

<opentext> So then we can see the importance of not only receiving the gift, but how essential it is to have a complete understanding of what it took for the gift to be presented to us, and the value of the gift in Father's eyes.

 

<opentext> Phil 1:6, And I am convinced and sure of this very thing, that He Who began a good work in you will continue until the day of Jesus Christ [right up to the time of His return], developing [that good work] and perfecting and bringing it to full completion in you. AMP

 

<opentext> Confidence in the gift, and that work which has begun within you because of the gift of Christ, and a continual seeking of His wisdom and knowledge so that one's understanding of the full value of this gift continues to grow and expand in the believers life.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:9-10, 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. KJV

<opentext> And yet, when one sees that we are justified by and through His blood, is one always aware of that which it took for this sacrifice to be not only made in their behalf, but also for this sacrifice to be accepted by God?

<disciple> no   <chosen> no not always

 

<opentext> Rom 5:1, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: KJV

<opentext> So we can see how it begins with our hearing, so that one is able to begin to comprehend that which was done in and on their behalf to have peace with God by and through Christ Jesus. And then as one progresses down the strait and narrow path, Father continues to expand the borders of one faith, by giving them a more complete understanding and awareness of this plan of reconciliation that was set into place before the foundation of the world. Not allowing the things that we have seen and heard to slip or diminish at any time. As Paul tells us, that constant battle to keep under the body, and bring it into total submission to the Spirit of Christ.

<opentext> And if one does not understand what was done in and on their behalf, how can they treasure, let alone value the gift which has been presented to them?

<disciple> they cannot   <chosen> cannot

 

<opentext> Lam 3:21-23, 21This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 22It is of the LORD's mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Are His promises new and fresh to you each and every morning, each and every day?

<disciple> they should be, always   <chosen> realizing that they need to be, every single day

 

<opentext> If one tries to store up for the week the promises of God, can the results be any different then when the children of Israel tried to take more quail then what they needed for the day?

<chosen> no different  <disciple> nope...it will be stale

 

<opentext> So each and every day, one has to realize and value the fact that they are justified by His blood, and because of this sacrifice made in and on our behalf, that one is able to be delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of His dear Son. Now faith!
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