17 June 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for providing our daily bread, to nourish and encourage us this day... thank you that you know that which we each have need of and we pray that we will allow it into our hearts and mind this day, and that we will allow it to do the work you intended it to do within us, through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Romans 8:3.  For though the law could not do it, because it was made helpless  through our lower nature, yet God, by sending His own Son in a body similar to that of our lower nature, and as a sacrifice for sin, passed sentence upon sin through His body,4. so that the requirement of the law might be fully met in us who do not live by the standard set by our lower nature, but by the standard set by the Spirit. 5.  For people who live by the standard set by their lower nature are usually thinking the things suggested by that nature, and people who live by the standard set by the Spirit are usually thinking the things suggested by the Spirit. (Williams NT)

 

<opentext> A house divided, cannot, will not stand. A person will be thinking and living by one standard or the other.

<opentext> As Proverbs says, as a man thinks within his heart, so is he. Yet, how often is one attentive to all that goes on within their mind?

<disciple> not always, but should always be aware of their thoughts

<opentext> so then if what is going on within the mind, helps set or determine the course that one will follow, how easily can one be blown of course if they are not trained to be mindful of all their thoughts?

<at-peace> a little leaven, leaveneth the whole lump

<disciple> very easy

<opentext> And the thing that one often forgets, is that in this battle between the lower nature and the divine nature has eternal implications. How important is it then, for a person to be attentive to that which is going on within their mind?

<at-peace> life or death   <disciple> life or death

<helpmate> very....Matt 10:22And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Rom 8:5-6, 5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. KJV

 

<opentext> How often does one try to rationalize, or justify it, when they allow their thoughts to wander?

<opentext> If, we are to be the example of the believer, is there then ever a time, when one can be lackadaisical in their attitudes and actions [as a man thinks within his heart]? [not forgetting that one has to work out their own salvation]

<helpmate> no   <chosen^> no    <at-peace> no

<opentext> Paul tells us the things that we should be thinking of, for a person to stay on the life side of the vail. And since salvation is up to the individual, it is their responsibility to be knowledgeable of their location.

<opentext> To mind the things of the flesh, one has to open the door to those thoughts, and then allow them in, and then make the choice to entertain them.

<helpmate> allowing our thoughts to wander is the leaven trying to find a crack to slip in through

<opentext> And likewise, if one is going to make the choice, the determination to live for God, then they have to think and meditate in and on those things that are from God, open the door of their heart and mind to them, and then be obedient to those things that the Father asks of them.

<opentext> "For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace." And yet, when there is no peace in our life, when things seem all in turmoil, is where our thoughts are the first place that one checks, or is it the last place? 

<disciple> it should be the first

 

<opentext> Rom 8:5 Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring their own moral muscle but never get around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust God's action in them find that God's Spirit is in them — living and breathing God! 6 Obsession with self in these matters is a dead end; attention to God leads us out into the open, into a spacious, free life. (from THE MESSAGE:  © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Two very good points stick out to me in this translation of these verses: First, how often does one try to do things by their own moral muscle?

<helpmate> too often…for without Him, one can do nothing

<disciple> more often than i should

<opentext> Thus the importance of the fact that it is only in and through Christ, that one is able to do and accomplish those things that will be pleasing to Father.

<opentext> The second thing is: obsession with self. Jesus Christ only did and said those things that were pleasing to the Father. In all that you say, in all that you do, is this your priority, that it will be pleasing to Father? [otherwise, isn't one obsessing with self?]

<helpmate> yes     <disciple> yes

<opentext> What will you allow to entertain your mind this day? A question one should always be pondering.
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