17 January 2005 Monday Bible study.

<greg> Our Father, we thank you for this day, for a plan of salvation revealed through the spirit, and the opportunity to share in the bread of life, gathering at your table to hear your word which is a lamp unto our feet, and a light on the path of life that began with your Son Jesus Christ our Lord

<opentext> Rom 11:11, I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. KJV

<opentext> If one takes God's love for granted, then one's fall will come.

<opentext> For God so loved the world, that He gave the full expression of His love for mankind, by giving His Son Christ Jesus for the price of man's rebellion (John 3:16-21).

<opentext> How easy is it to see the fulness of God's love, for everyone but ourselves?

<disciple> doesn't happen as often as it used to, but still does at times

<chosen> when we allow our own understanding to dictate (Prov 3:5)
<opentext> Yes, when we try to understand God with the old nature, rather then with the new. And how often when on the wrong side of the veil, does one mistake certain things in the physical as God's love?

<chosen> always

<greg> many seek God because they have their bellies filled with the things of this life, and neglect the spiritual blessings that have been bestowed on us 
Titus 1:12-16 One of themselves, even a prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies. This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith; Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth. Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled. They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate. (KJV)
<disciple> anytime one is on the wrong side of the veil, they only see the physical

<opentext> Even though the children of Israel had been delivered from the bondage of Egypt, didn't they look back at the things there, and assumed that they were better off there, then in the wilderness?

<disciple> yes    <chosen> yes, not thankful nor content

<at-peace> yes, and grumbled at their circumstances instead of seeking the way of escape and trusting in the promises of God

<greg> many don’t work out their own salvation, but rather leave it in someone else’s hands and blame them when things don’t go the way they think it should

<opentext> How often does one try to weigh their relationship with God, by the physical things which they have acquired, or hope to acquire? [and thus use this to measure the depth of their relationship with God]

<disciple> if that is what they are doing, it's not a very deep relationship...His relationship is based on love and devotion, not on physical possessions

<greg> covetousness is considered idolatry, and many replace the things of the spirit with that of the physical, and are never content

<chosen> when they are seeking treasures on earth, rather than the treasures in heaven that we have already been blessed with 
Matt 6:19-21 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. (KJV)

<at-peace> godliness with contentment is great gain (1Tim 6:6-8).... if one is not content then they will be seeking other things trying to fill the void, making gain in the flesh and not in the Spirit

<opentext> People often look at all that was manifest through the life of Jesus Christ, and yet only look at the physical aspects of everything, and that even with blinders on. They see the miracles that were manifest by and through, His love and obedience to the Father, yet, fail to see and understand how and why He lived.

John 2:23-25 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man. (KJV)
John 6:2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his miracles which he did on them that were diseased. (KJV)

John 6:26-27 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. (KJV)

John 12:37-41 But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. (KJV)

<opentext> Matt 8:20, And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. KJV

<opentext> Now if one is acting and reacting in the lower nature [the old man], how well do you think they will be able to deal with this statement by the Lord?

<chosen> they will have no spiritual understanding

<at-peace> the natural man cannot receive the things of God neither can he know them for they are foolishness to them (1Cor 2:14)
<disciple> not well at all

<opentext> How often in the past has one looked at the life of the Lord because of the miracles that they observe, but have little comprehension of what His life was really like?

<opentext> In other words, one would want to be a Christian as long as the miracles and good life was there, but none of the hardships that may be involved for the physical man.

<disciple> at times, have overlooked the hardships, trials and persecutions He went through

<greg> many base their walk seeking miracles, and over look the greatest one of all, the gift of salvation

<chosen> when we don't take the time to hear the whole truth in that which is open before us

walking by sight, rather than by faith
<opentext> The gift of salvation, the manifestation and full expression of Father's love displayed plainly before us. Those that worship, fellowship with the Father, must do so in Spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24), His Word is truth (John 17:17). And if one is fellowshipping with the Father, then love is in the midst of that relationship, as God is love (1John 4:8-16).

<opentext> So the stumbling block in man's relationship with God, is the love of possessing physical things, rather then entering into His realm of the Spirit.

<opentext> Remember, Paul said that the "love of money" [the ability to have, acquire and maintain physical comforts and cravings] is "the root" of all evil. 

<opentext> And the children of Israel were so busy looking at what they thought the people of Egypt had, that they failed to hear and receive Father's love for them, because they were searching through the wrong nature.

<opentext> How often is it that one has a tendency to look for God's love in the wrong places? Don't we often compare it to those who the world deems successful? Or don't we try to compare it to they way the love of the lower nature, and how that was expressed to us?

<disciple> that happens if we don't maintain our relationship with Father...we have to keep renewing our mind in the Word daily, and not compare physical with spiritual

<chosen> when we do that we will never see or know the pure love of Christ which surpasses knowledge

<opentext> Those that are in the flesh, cannot please God. We will hear this verse, but does one really hear the depth of what is being presented in it? One has to press through that veil of the flesh, and walk in the life of the Spirit, in order to please God, in order to be a partaker of His love.

<opentext> To be a partaker of His divine nature, so that all that we say, all that we do, will also be pleasing to God, just as Jesus Christ set the example for us to follow.

John 8:29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. (KJV)
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