January 16th, 1998


January 16

<opentext> Father, we come before your throne this day through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour

<opentext> Father, we thank you for your Holy Spirit who is our guide and teacher

<opentext> let each of us here this day, allow the HS to lead and guide us into all that you have for us this day in your bread of life we are quick to give you Father, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving, for all that you have done for us this day

<opentext> and all that you have yet in store for your children

<opentext> and we thank you through Christ Jesus our Lord.......

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:10

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:10) -- Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

<opentext> and, as is quite evident this morning, there are few remaining brethren

<opentext> remembering always, where our strength is from and through

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:11

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:11) -- Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

<opentext> the whole armor of God is the mystery of Christ

<opentext> that is the only way we can stand against the wiles of the devil

<opentext> without the mystery, we will only see and understand in part

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:12

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:12) -- For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

<opentext> is soon as someone tells you they are battling the devil...it tells you they are operating on their own strength

<opentext> we are on the winning side

<opentext> there is already victory in Christ Jesus

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 2:14

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 2:14) -- Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savoir of his knowledge by us in every place.

<opentext> note....*****always causes us to triumph*****

<opentext> in CHRIST

<opentext> in Matthew 4, Jesus Christ did not argue with the devil...He put the Word of God on the scene, the same Word that cast the devil out of heaven

<opentext> the same Word that is available to us

<opentext> that is why we have to take unto us...the whole armor of God

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:13

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:13) -- Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

<opentext> God knows His Word, and knows that it works...

<opentext> @read psalms 119:89

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:89) -- For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.

<opentext> @read psalms 119:90

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:90) -- Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth.

<opentext> His Word is available to all generations

<opentext> @read psalms 119:91

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:91) -- They continue this day according to thine ordinances: for all are thy servants.

<opentext> they continue this day according to His law.......the law of faith...and His words are His servants

<opentext> @read Romans 3:27

<Chatbot> (Romans 3:27) -- Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith.

<opentext> and...if we are created in Their image, and after Their likeness, then aren't our words are servants then also?

<renewed> they sure are

<opentext> @read Matthew 12:37

<Chatbot> (Matthew 12:37) -- For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.

<opentext> and that would then explain that verse

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:14

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:14) -- Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

<opentext> the foundation of our walk is the ***truth***

<opentext> unless one sees the truth of the mystery...how can one know the truth to be set free

<opentext> @read john 17:17

<Chatbot> (john 17:17) -- Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

<renewed> they can't be

<opentext> the girdle of truth covers the reproductive area...........it ties in all loose ends

<opentext> it secures the breastplate........it holds the sheath of the sword, so that the Word is readily available for immediate use

<opentext> we need to see and understand the truth, before any of the other pieces of the armor can be set for use

<opentext> if the body pieces of the armor are not in place, one would never be able to use the shield of faith

<opentext> this is why we have to know the truth of the mystery.......or we can never recognize who we are in Christ

<opentext> this also shows you why the rest of the so-called body is in complete disarray

<opentext> we have to recognize where our righteousness is from...for our own righteousness is full of dead things

<opentext> @read Colossians 1:13

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:13) -- Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

<opentext> when we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and saviour, we are delivered....and immediately translated

<opentext> this righteousness, allows us to go boldly before the throne of grace in a time of need

<opentext> @read Hebrews 4:16

<Chatbot> (Hebrews 4:16) -- Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

<opentext> it gives us the ability to ask of the Father

<opentext> @read Matthew 7:7

<Chatbot> (Matthew 7:7) -- Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:15

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:15) -- And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

<opentext> unless our feet our shod with the preparation of the Good News...how will we ever be ready to have **the answer** for every man that asks?

<opentext> @read 1peter 3:15

<Chatbot> (1peter 3:15) -- But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

<opentext> @read Colossians 4:3

<Chatbot> (Colossians 4:3) -- Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:

<opentext> @read Colossians 4:4

<Chatbot> (Colossians 4:4) -- That I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.

<opentext> @read Colossians 4:5

<Chatbot> (Colossians 4:5) -- Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time.

<opentext> @read Colossians 4:6

<Chatbot> (Colossians 4:6) -- Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.

<opentext> what is salt in that verse 6?

<mizpah^> Shalom renewed

<opentext> 217  halas-

<opentext> 1) salt with which food was seasoned and sacrifices were sprinkled 

<opentext> 2) those kinds of saline matter used to fertilize arable land 

<opentext> 3) salt was a symbol of lasting concord, because it protected food from putrefaction and preserved it unchanged. Accordingly, in the solemn ratification of compacts, the orientals were, and are to this day, accustomed to partake of salt together 

<opentext> 4) wisdom and grace exhibited in speech

<opentext> this is the way ALL our words should be

<opentext> maybe why we need to be quick to hear...and SLOW to speak?

<renewed> I like the fact that it is preserved and unchanged ... like the Word

<opentext> exactly...and also explains why we will give account of idle words

<opentext> we have to be **prepared** with the words of Father, just as Jesus Christ was

<opentext> He spoke only the Words He heard Father speak, and did only the things He saw the Father do

<renewed> yes, and the more we have of the Word in our spirit .. the less likely we will be to say something foolish ..

<opentext> how often did Jesus Christ answer foolish questions?

<renewed> never responded to foolish questions .. but he did respond to questions that were trying to trap him

<opentext> and usually, He answered their question with a question, so their own words would trap them

<opentext> @read proverbs 6:2

<Chatbot> (proverbs 6:2) -- Thou art snared with the words of thy mouth, thou art taken with the words of thy mouth.

<renewed> ah, I see

<opentext> we have to be prepared in the gospel of truth for what Father wants us to hear and know....not comparing ourselves with others

<opentext> i only have to measure up to what Father asks of me

<opentext> work our **our** own salvation with fear and trembling

<opentext> how would you, like to be held accountable for all that Father expects of me?

<renewed> no thanks :-), though I wish I knew that much!

<opentext> this is why we have to always be asking Father what he wants of us...not what and where others thing we should be

<mizpah^> Shalom C1

<opentext> we need to be prepared, but always in what Father asks of us

<opentext> it is only as we hear what Father has for us, that we can be sure that it is the Light of His Word, that is illuminating where our next step is to go

<opentext> @read psalms 119:105

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:105) -- Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:16

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:16) -- Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

<opentext> without the living waters that are straight from the throne of God and the lamb.......what hope would we have

<renewed> none ..

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> @read revelation 22:1

<Chatbot> (revelation 22:1) -- And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

<opentext> those still waters, that our Shepherd puts us beside

<opentext> it is this water that is able to extinguish each and every lie the devil throws at us

<opentext> ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts

<opentext> note...it says you shall be able...not that you already can......we have to continue in His Word....continue in the faith

<opentext> @read Romans 10:17

<Chatbot> (Romans 10:17) -- So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<opentext> @read Colossians 1:23

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:23) -- If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<opentext> @read Ephesians 4:14

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 4:14) -- That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

<opentext> faith is developed, by our stopping all that we are doing, and giving our full attention to Father and His Word

<opentext> taking in the living waters, and allowing it to become part of our very being

<opentext> if God be for me...who can be against me....

<mizpah^> nobody

<mizpah^> that matters

<opentext> @read 1john 4:4

<Chatbot> (1john 4:4) -- Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:17

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:17) -- And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

<opentext> we have to take the Word of God, and renew our mind with it

<opentext> Father already knows what His Word will do

<opentext> now, we have to learn that, and come into agreement with Father

<opentext> when we come into agreement with Father, then His Word will work in our behalf

<opentext> what happens when we are not in agreement with His Word?

<opentext> you might say ......***all hell breaks loose****

<renewed> we are out of the will of Father for us ... and into the hands of the devil

<opentext> because if we are not for God, then we are against Him

<opentext> this is what most people do not see, nor understand...that if they are not in agreement with His Word, they are in direct opposition to Father

<renewed> yes, they'd like to believe there is a *middle ground*

<opentext> hmmmm...something like ****lukewarm*****

<opentext> @read revelation 3:16

<Chatbot> (revelation 3:16) -- So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.

<renewed> yes, and the belief in *white lies*

<opentext> spue there means to ****vomit****

<opentext> and most do not realize that that verse is written to the ****Church*****

<opentext> unless we are operating in the truth, recognizing where our righteousness is through, and prepare ourselves each day in the Word for our walk with Him

<opentext> we will not know the Word to extinguish the lies, because our mind is not renewed, therefore the sword of the Spirit is of no use to us because we doubt the Word of God

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:18

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:18) -- Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

<opentext> if the previous verse are not in operation, will Father be able to hear our prayers and supplications?

<renewed> no He won't

<opentext> for we will surely NOT be praying in the right spirit

<opentext> why perseverance and supplication?

<opentext> if there are so many Christians....why perseverance?

<opentext> it is very seldom the heathen that bothers us

<renewed> not all are meat eaters ..

<opentext> exactly

<mizpah^> if we don't persevere, than the next day, when we need Father's strength, then we will be too weak to withstand the evils of the day

<opentext> Luke 9:62

<opentext> 62And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Cor 9:16

<opentext> 16For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> where does most of the persecution come from....the heathen?

<renewed> no, because they don't care, it's from the Christian Community .. those who are being challenged in their faith

<renewed> or should I say whose doctrines are being challenged ...

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> very seldom is the attacks from the heathen

<opentext> this is why if we are not in the Spirit, we will not be aware of where the attack is coming from

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:19

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:19) -- And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel,

<opentext> note, that all the previous verses have to be in operation, for us to make known the mystery of the gospel...with His utterance

<renewed> yes ..

<opentext> so, why do people always quit at verse 17?

<renewed> because they don't know the importance of knowing the mystery ...

<MrPicky> whole armor

<opentext> and, they are still fighting a battle that has been won

<opentext> it takes the whole armor, to recognize that we are an ambassador for His Kingdom

<opentext> very good dave

<opentext> an ambassador never trudges around in battle gear

<opentext> but rather robes of royalty, since he is keenly aware of whom he represents

<opentext> and that all that power is backing him

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:20

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:20

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:20) -- For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

<opentext> note....speak boldly....that none of our words will offend Father

<opentext> note also, that Paul is a prisoner to the mystery

<opentext> and so the question that is before us this day....****is what role are we dressed for today?*****

<opentext> a soldier struggling to get home?   or an ambassador that knows his place within Father's kingdom?

<MrPicky> this is the victory

<renewed> knowing that we are an ambassador Dave?  that is the victory ?

<MrPicky> yes

<opentext> yes renewed...if we know we are an ambassador, we know the mystery, and what it takes for us to maintain our fellowship with Father

<renewed> okay, I see

<opentext> if we stay in this , we have the victory in Christ, if we choose to step out side of it, then it is us that forfeit our rights

<renewed> and that's why Paul says he's a prisoner to the mystery of Christ?

<opentext> exactly...he knew exactly what it took for him to receive his reward, and was going to let ***NO*** man steal that from him

<opentext> @read 2timothy 4:16

<Chatbot> (2timothy 4:16) -- At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.

<renewed> wow, you would really have to be able to hear the voice of Father .. to be so sure that you are on the right road, when no one stands with you ...

<opentext> yes....and that is not easy to do

<opentext> impossible without the Word

