February 16, 1998
<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, and the time to come together, and fellowship, and feast on your Word.  Father, we thank you for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us, and we give you, and you alone, all of the praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving through Christ Jesus our Lord.

<MrPicky> We have been talking about feeding our spirit man each day…and yet, even though we have been talking about feeding our spirit man, there are times when we forget, that it takes spiritual food to feed it, just as the Word tells us, that they that worship the Father.  We must worship Him in spirit, and in truth.  Thus, we should see and recognize, that it takes spiritual food to feed and nourish the spirit man.

<MrPicky> @read john 4:32  But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of.

<MrPicky> Jesus Christ, in talking to those that were of the flesh, had to explain to them, that He was nourished in ways besides pampering the flesh.

<MrPicky> @read Matthew 4:4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

<MrPicky> When most think of bread from heaven, they think of physical loaves, as fell from the sky, to feed the children of Israel.  Few comprehend it as spiritual nourishment from Father.

<NowFaithIs> true

<MrPicky> Last week, it was suggested to us, to ask Father to open one verse a day to us...how many tried that?  

<mizpah^> i did.  

<renewed> I did

<MrPicky> Then, the next question, is did Father hear and answer?

<mizpah^> absolutely

<renewed> yes :-)

<mizpah^> above and beyond what i asked

<NowFaithIs> PTL!

<MrPicky> @read Ephesians 3:20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,

<MrPicky> How often is it though, that we take the time, to ask Father for that spiritual food that we need each day?

<NowFaithIs> more often now than ever before

<renewed> I'm getting better at remembering to ask every day ...

<mizpah^> much more often for me

<MrPicky> I often wonder, and marvel, how so many people only pray and talk with Father one day a week.....and then wonder why they are so weak.

<NowFaithIs> or why their lives are such a mess

<mizpah^> i used to pray about once a year if that much, and then didn't pray right.

<renewed> Well I *talked* to Father every day ... didn't always listen every day ...

<NowFaithIs> We forget that prayer does include our being quiet so that we can hear Father talk with us!!

<mizpah^> Father forgives us for that...and He restores us to righteousness

<NowFaithIs> absolutely

<mizpah^> but, i can't look at people that don't pray without thinking that i too didn't pray...

<Tronix> All fall short

<mizpah^> Yes, that is true Tronix and Father is faithful and just to forgive us for our sins.

<MrPicky> What would happen, if we went a week, and only fed our physical man but once, and only a few meager scraps at that?

<renewed> We would become very weak.

<mizpah^> We would get weak and eventually die. 

<opentext> Yet, how often do people do that to their spirit man, and then wonder what is wrong with God?

<mizpah^> a lot

<renewed> yes, probably more than we think ...

<MrPicky> Whose responsibility is it, to see that your spirit man is fed?

<renewed> mine ..

<gonfishing-miz> ours

<NowFaithIs> working out our own salvation....

<MrPicky> …and yet, how many people depend upon their pastor, Sunday school teacher...or anyone but themselves, to provide them with their spiritual food?

<renewed> a lot ..

<gonfishing-miz> most

<Tronix> Some people like to be spoon fed.

<MrPicky> Or, as Paul would say bottle fed....since many are still on the milk of the Word, rather then the meat…and, when someone else is feeding you, can you always be sure of what you are being fed?  Can you always be sure, of what they have put in the bottle?

<renewed> sure can't  ... 

<NowFaithIs> no

<renewed> unless you are in the Word yourself ...

<renewed> and you're not likely to be if you want to be bottle fed ...

<MrPicky> We have to study to show ***ourselves**** approved unto God

<MrPicky> Matt 11:29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. (KJV)

<MrPicky> We have to learn of Him.

<NowFaithIs> and approved unto **God** not unto ___________ (insert name here)

<MrPicky> We have to learn and understand, all that has been made available to us.  Exactly mite......we do not look for man's approval......but Father's....to hear Him say, well done oh good and faithful child.  How often to we hear people pray and ask Father for blessings in their life?

<NowFaithIs> It is a very hard thing to hear that you have been studying to show yourself approved unto man.

<renewed> all the time ...

<gonfishing-miz> many times i hear that incorrect request

<NowFaithIs> often

<MrPicky> @read Ephesians 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:  

<opentext>  It is by eating that spiritual bread, to feed our spirit man, that strengthens us through Christ, to recognize all that is already ours.  If we ask Father for crumbs, what do think we will get?

<renewed> crumbs ...

<gonfishing-miz> only crumbs

<renewed> No, actually, He gives exceedingly and abundantly above what we ask for.

<MrPicky> We have not, because we _________ not?

<gonfishing-miz> ask not...or ask amiss

<Tronix> Surely God will give us what we need.

<MrPicky> @read Matthew 6:8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.

<renewed> But we have to ask ... He won't violate our free will by giving us something we don't ask for .

<gonfishing-miz> James 4:3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  (KJV)

<MrPicky> Note....Father knows what we have need of...before we _____?

<renewed> ask

<MrPicky> Oh....so His Word says that we have to ask.

<Tronix> Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?

<renewed> yep ..

<MrPicky> @read Matthew 7:7  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

<MrPicky> @read john 14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

<MrPicky> From what my Bible says....it is quite obvious, that we have to ask....for those things that we have need of.

<NowFaithIs> just like salvation, we need to ask

<MrPicky> Yet, how many of us ask for our daily bread?

<gonfishing-miz> not many people do

<MrPicky> @read Matthew 6:11 Give us this day our daily bread.

<renewed> If we are asking for our spiritual bread, then Father will supply our physical needs .

<MrPicky> And since the spirit man is more important then the physical man, which bread should we seek for first each day?

<gonfishing-miz> spiritual bread for the day

<renewed> our spiritual ...

<MrPicky> Exactly renewed...if we seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, then all that we have need of will be added unto us.

<Tronix> Agree but if we do ask for food we still don't go hungry

<MrPicky> What does seek mean?

<gonfishing-miz> earnestly search for something

<renewed> to search after ... to look diligently for

<MrPicky> Tronix...are you referring to physical food?  Which is more important, the physical man or the spiritual man?

<Tronix> I don't want to bog down the study but I feel you are miss reading James 4:3

<MrPicky> and why is that?

<Tronix> It refers to asking for the wrong things .. not to not asking

<MrPicky> It balances out with the other scriptures that were put up, they complimented one another, not contradicted.

<NowFaithIs> James 4:2  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. (KJV)

<MrPicky> We have to hear what the Word says, not what we want it to say.

<Tronix> That says to me that if you do the wrong thing you won't get what you want.

<MrPicky> We are to ask of Father what we have need of...not what we want.  When we ask for the fulfilling of the fleshly wants, is Father obligated to answer?

<NowFaithIs> seek ye first the kingdom of God (seeking the spiritual food) and all these things shall be added unto you (physical needs)

<NowFaithIs> Tronix, if you "do the wrong thing"--fulfill the needs of the physical first, you won't get what you want....that is correct!

<NowFaithIs> seek.......

<NowFaithIs> 2212  zeteo-

<NowFaithIs> 1) to seek in order to find 

<NowFaithIs> a) to seek a thing 

<NowFaithIs> b) to seek [in order to find out] by thinking, meditating, reasoning, to inquire into 

<NowFaithIs> c) to seek after, to seek for, to aim at, to strive after 

<NowFaithIs> 2) to seek, that is, to require, to demand, 

<NowFaithIs> to crave, to demand something from someone

<MrPicky> all too many times, what we want...is not what we need

<NowFaithIs> o/

<MrPicky> yes michie

<NowFaithIs> Have you ever noticed the more that you seek the spiritual ....the less and less you go after the *wants*?  I was noticing that yesterday when I was out shopping.

<gonfishing-miz> i was just mentioning that about myself to opentext.

<NowFaithIs> :-)  I had the credit card and the old me would have went around looking for something new....and yet I only bought what we needed for the house.

<gonfishing-miz> As we grow, mature and understand the Word, our wants are put on the back burner for the spiritual needs.

<MrPicky> When we seek first the kingdom of God....the spiritual realm.....we become much less self seeking and self centered, and seek to have what Father sees that we have need of.  True, and our wants become more focused on the kingdom, don't they?

<MrPicky> correct

<NowFaithIs> That is awesome!

<gonfishing-miz> that is a head shaker, all right

<NowFaithIs> lol miz

<MrPicky> The greatest thing that happened to me when i was born again, was that the Jones moved out of next door.

<NowFaithIs> I think I finally understand what you mean by that now!!! lol

<MrPicky> lol

<renewed> the physical wants become less dissatisfying and we become more content with what we have ..

<NowFaithIs> absolutely renewed

<MrPicky> Now, all i need to do each day, is to hear Father on where He would have me look for ***one**** more for His kingdom.  And know that He is able to sustain me.....no matter what adversities face me in the physical.

<renewed> yep ..

<NowFaithIs> I was just recalling that Paul often talked of hunger, thirst, naked, poor....

<MrPicky> We forget, that Paul while on his luxury cruise to Rome, to be about Father's business, went several days without physical food.......but the spirit man was fed, so Father was able to sustain him.

<NowFaithIs> yet....his needs were also met!

<NowFaithIs> lol

<renewed> yep ..

<MrPicky> Most of us think that if Father asks us to do something, we should have the best of this world to do it......and yet, we see Paul so often, doing without many of the fleshly things, such as being a prisoner on a ship, and yet cheerfully going about what Father asked of him.

<NowFaithIs> Phil 4:11-13  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. (KJV)

<MrPicky> This is why it is so important, that the needs of our spirit man be meet first each day....of taking the time to be fed by God, so we can know His will for us each and every day.

<renewed> yes :-)

<MrPicky> We forget, that our spirit man is of the utmost importance......that if he is not fed....you are going to grow weaker.....and how much does it take, before your spirit man dies from lack of food?

<MrPicky> @read john 6:27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

<renewed> not very long .... 

<NowFaithIs> I would suspect not long...

<MrPicky> @read john 6:35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

<MrPicky> We fail to hear the counsel Jesus Christ gives to us, of seeking spiritual nourishment, even before seeking anything for the flesh.

<NowFaithIs> when we seek first the spiritual, the physical falls into place...again...seeking first the kingdom and all these things shall be added unto you...

<MrPicky> 1 Cor 15:42-44  So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. (KJV)

<MrPicky> We see then quite clearly, that there is both a natural and spiritual body......and that it takes food from Father to nourish that spirit man, to keep the physical body in line with the will of God.  If the physical man is stronger, then it is what will rule in your life, and the Word is quite plain, that they that are in the flesh, cannot please God, and if we cannot please God, do you really think for a moment, that He will let you into His kingdom?

<gonfishing-miz> no way

<renewed> nope ..

<MrPicky> @read Matthew 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  

Is God a fleshly person?

<gonfishing-miz> nope

<renewed> no.  He is Spirit.

<MrPicky> John 4:23-24   But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (KJV)

<MrPicky> So if we neglect the spirit man, how can we ever have fellowship with Father?

<gonfishing-miz> we can't

<renewed> it's impossible ..

<MrPicky> If we do not maintain our spirit man....how can we ever......

<MrPicky> @read hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

<renewed> won't ever be able to approach Father boldly ...

<MrPicky> What is it that man needs above all else?

<renewed> spiritual food .. mercy and grace

<gonfishing-miz> a close relationship with Father

<MrPicky> And, unless we ask for salvation, how can we ever develop that relationship?

<gonfishing-miz> we cannot

<MrPicky> So above all, man needs salvation first

<renewed> Yes, because without salvation we will never see Father.

<MrPicky> Then, he has to feed himself with the bread from heaven, and drink of the living waters, to be able to maintain that relationship with God.

<Tronix> When do we receive salvation ?.

<MrPicky> When we ask God for the new life that can only come through Jesus Christ.

<renewed> When we repent of our sin of unbelief that Jesus Christ paid the price for us .

<Tronix> So, once we receive salvation should we continue to seek after it ?

<MrPicky> @read john 8:31  Then said Jesus to those Jews which 

believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

<MrPicky> @read Colossians 1:23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<MrPicky> You have to continue in His Word, to maintain that spiritual food, that feeds that spirit man.

<renewed> @read 2Corinthians 6:2   (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)

<renewed> @read Philippians 2:12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

<MrPicky> you have to work out your own salvation with fear and trembling....as Paul wrote

<MrPicky> Matt 7:21-23  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.   Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.  (KJV)

<Tronix> Where does Paul say that ?

<MrPicky> look above

<Tronix> Matt ?

<MrPicky> (Philippians 2:12) -- Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have

always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.

<MrPicky> you have to work out your own salvation with fear and trembling....as Paul wrote

<NowFaithIs> from this *present* evil world

<MrPicky> @read 2timothy 2:15  Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<MrPicky> study to show ***yourself*** approved unto God....with ***no*** reason to be ashamed.  Being able to rightly divide the Word of truth.  If we do not eat the spiritual food, how will we ever be able to please God???

<gonfishing-miz> we won't be able to

<renewed> nope, we won't

<NowFaithIs> the flesh cannot please God....so we cannot

<MrPicky> Romans 8:8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  (KJV)

<MrPicky> Gal 1:10  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.   (KJV)

<

MrPicky> Hebrews 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (KJV)

<MrPicky> Faith comes by hearing the Word of God....spiritual food.....without that, we cannot please God.

<NowFaithIs> John 6:63  It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.  (KJV)

<MrPicky> We have to diligently seek Him........a daily thing.

<MrPicky> @read Matthew 6:11  Give us this day our daily bread.

<Tronix> Once we have faith should we not be putting it into action ?

<MrPicky>  Is the Bible spiritual or physical instruction?

<NowFaithIs> spiritual

<renewed> yep, spiritual

<MrPicky> So then we should first be asking for our spiritual bread....unless we have study for Father's approval, how will we know how to answer, any man that asks of the hope that is in us?

<renewed> we won't be able to

<NowFaithIs> we won't....not with His wisdom anyway

<MrPicky> Colossians 4:5-6  Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man. (KJV)

<MrPicky> When we answer someone, is it supposed to be our answer that we give, our Father's wisdom?

<Tronix> I suppose what I'm asking is .. if a medical student studies all their life and never practices will he ever heal someone.

<renewed> we are to give Father's wisdom ..

<NowFaithIs> my faith is exercised daily.  In the light of Christ shining through every area of my life.... so that someone will see that something is different and ask me the reason for the hope that is in me.

<renewed> It's almost impossible to be a sojourner in this world without being given an opportunity to practice your faith ...

<MrPicky> Tronix, the Word says that you are to let your light (the light of Christ within you), so that people will ask of you, the hope that is in you.

<NowFaithIs> in my hearing Father on council for every area of my life, acting upon His will and not my own...which I would not be able to do if I am not fed daily from His Word.  Unless you study the Word....how will that light ever grow brighter???

<Tronix> I never suggested that we shouldn't study.

<MrPicky> It will become just as the five foolish virgins, and good out before the bridegroom comes.

<NowFaithIs>  Tronix, you said “Once we have faith should we not be putting it into action ?”   This is what we have been talking about all study...putting our faith into action, or the process of doing so.

<MrPicky> John 3:34  For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. (KJV)

<Tronix>  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

<opentext> Tronix...what is the point that you are trying to make???

<Tronix> We can not spend all day spiritually eating.

<opentext> Pray without ceasing…and no one aked you to.  What was presented, is if you have taken the time to feed your spirit man enough each day.

<Tronix> I asked what we did once we were fed.

<opentext> Tronix...can your spirit man ever be fed enough while here on this earth?

<renewed> You let your light shine so others will ask of the hope within you.

<opentext> Tronix....we have been sharing ways to feed our spirit man, and you have been more intent on disrupting

<NowFaithIs> The next step is whatever Father asks of you....then and only then will you be prepared to 1. hear what Father is asking of you 2. be able to perform it through Christ.

<NowFaithIs> Tronix it is just that we are answering your questions, yet you don't seem to see the answers we are giving

<opentext> see or hear......

<opentext> We will close here for this morning

