16 November 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Father, we are thankful for this day and this time that you have blessed us with, that we are able to come boldly before your throne to receive that which we need to sustain us this day by and through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:2-4, 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. KJV

 

<opentext> Now yesterday we touched briefly on the scripture from James, that tells us of the wisdom that is from above. Just as there are many voices in the world, thus there are many types of wisdom as well, but, there is only one wisdom that is from above.

 

<opentext> James 3:17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure (undefiled); then it is peace-loving, courteous (considerate, gentle). [It is willing to] yield to reason, full of compassion and good fruits; it is wholehearted and straightforward, impartial and unfeigned (free from doubts, wavering, and insincerity). AMP

 

<opentext> Isn't it interesting on how the Amplified translation says at the end, that to operate in this wisdom, one has to be free from doubts, not wavering or tossed to and fro by indecision, or of an insincere heart.

<opentext> Yet, how often is it, that when one hears the wisdom that is from above, that they do not like the counsel that they hear [the wisdom given from God], and so they go and look for a second, third or even fourth opinion?

<at-peace> when one wants it to be their own will and not His will... looking for a way out of doing what one hears or seeking to justify their will

<helpmate> they look to man to get the opinion and counsel they want to hear

<disciple> that happens when they want to please the flesh

 

<opentext> James 3:18 And the harvest of righteousness (of conformity to God's will in thought and deed) is [the fruit of the seed] sown in peace by those who work for and make peace [in themselves and in others, that peace which means concord, agreement, and harmony between individuals, with undisturbedness, in a peaceful mind free from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts]. AMP

 

<opentext> Now remember in verse 4 of Romans, that is says that Christ is the end of the Law for those who believe. Christ is the power and wisdom of God. So one has to believe that Christ is the mediator between God and man, and that this wisdom from God will never steer one in the wrong direction.

<opentext> SO then we can see why that if one operates in the wisdom that is from above [Christ], one cannot doubt the Father's love, nor doubt the fact that He has made away of escape from this present evil world through Christ.

<opentext> One cannot be tossed to and from by every wind of doctrine, created by man's wisdom, but rather one has to be rooted and grounded in the wisdom that is from above, because they have allowed their heart and mind to become settled and seated in the heavenlies in and with Christ Jesus.

<opentext> So what happens when one doubts, wavers or rejects Father's wisdom?

<disciple> they step off the path and begin to follow man...making a choice to live without Father in their lives

<at-peace> one will be standing on their own strength

<opentext> Now, it is one thing to seek the counsel of fellow Christians; however, what will happen if Father has not shown them anything regarding your situation, and you still wait for a second opinion, before acting upon the counsel that God has given?

<chosen> you may be too late      <helpmate> yes, like the 5 foolish virgins

<disciple> shouldn't keep asking others ..should wait to hear Father's answer before acting, and act on what He says, regardless of what we want to hear

<opentext> Christ is the end of the Law, Christ is the end of the old ways of doing things, for them that hear, receive and then live according to the Word that one has heard from God. Working out one's own salvation!

<opentext> Yes it is a growing process. Yes, it takes time and development. It takes one to trust in the Lord with all of their heart and His way of reconciliation, and not lean or totter back to the old way of doing things.

<opentext> As Paul says, forgetting those things that are behind, and pressing forward to the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us that Christ is the end of the old way of doing things. Now, we should be that new creation, old things are passed away, dead and buried, not to be resurrected, but allowing the new life and nature of Christ to be that which leads and guides us.

<opentext> If one is being an active participant in that new nature of Christ [the forerunner, the first born of many brethren] then one has to live as He did, with every thought, every word, every action, to be pleasing to the Father.

<opentext> So when one is not listening to the wisdom that is from above, can their life be pleasing to Father?

<helpmate> no  <disciple> nope

<at-peace> no, without faith it is impossible to please Him

<opentext> If one were to have three or four radios playing, how much do you think one could really hear of what is going on, on each station? Would they be hearing clearly and concisely everything, or would it perhaps be a garbled mess?

<disciple> it would be indecipherable

<helpmate> like the many voices out there in the world

<at-peace> it is difficult to listen to more than one voice at a time... one only picks up one or two words from each conversation so it would not be a clear message from any of them

<opentext> So we can see then, why if Christ is the end of the old way of living for them that believe, then we can see why with the new life in Christ, one has to receive only from the Source, the counsel or instructions on how to now live this life.

 

 

(Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
