16 March 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<greg> Father we thank you for your word of life, for allowing us to partake of your divine nature through the example and the message delivered by your Son and our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 11:34-35, 34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counselor? 35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 11:34-35, 34 Is there anyone around who can explain God? Anyone smart enough to tell him what to do?  35 Anyone who has done him such a huge favor that God has to ask his advice?  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> As we grow in the knowledge and understanding of God in Christ, we have a better comprehension of who God is and what He is about. 

<opentext> Yet, many people who have no participation in the divine nature of Christ, often try to explain God.

<opentext> How would you try to explain God without being an active participant in and of His divine nature?

<disciple> many do with their carnal understanding...without a personal relationship, it is impossible to explain, or to understand

<helpmate> one cannot....it is hard enough to explain Him when you are an active participant

<greg> by being the example of the believers, for most words don’t do God justice, it is something they have to experience, 

<opentext> I can think of many times prior to being that active participant, that my understanding of God, caused me to blame God for many things that were of my own doing. And often times I would try to instruct God how according to my great knowledge things should have been done.

<opentext> Even now as active participants in and of His divine nature, how many times do we still try to convince God that our ways are better then His? Or that we may have a better solution then He does?

<helpmate> once would be too many

<greg> things that look so essential or important today, may not look that way later on and we can see the wisdom of God manifest by waiting, letting patience have its perfect work

<opentext> If one maintains the mind of Christ, then one is able to see how foolish those kind of thoughts are. But, if the mind is allowed to stray, then how easy is it for the thinking process to be distorted?

<disciple> as one strays from the righteous path, their thinking becomes as filthy rags, nothing good coming from it

<greg> the devil will always show us the highlights of sin, but not the consequences, if something that appears to good to be true in this realm usually is

<helpmate> when we stray, we start to lean to our own understanding and that is not a good place to be

<mike`> life and death are in the power of the tongue (i.e., abiding in the divine nature or the old man)

<opentext> Humbling ourselves before the mighty hand of God, or foolishly choosing the alternative of being humbled. The choice we have each day, each moment of life or death.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:35  Or who has first given God anything that he might be paid back or that he could claim a recompense? AMP

 

<opentext> The other thing that people often think or surmise, is how much they think that God owes them. 

<opentext> Is this gift of life really the pearl of great price to us, or is there something else that one is expecting?

<disciple> it should be the pearl of great price to all of us...all we need, and would ever desire

<chosen> His love surpasses everything else

<mike`> Christ is the most awesome thing that has ever been (kind of hard to find the words to encompass the heart felt thought)

<helpmate> the rest is up to me and me alone as to what i do with the gift that He has given me

<greg> without keeping a vision of the pearl and what it took for us to have access, the people perish

<at-peace> it should always be the pearl of great price to us... not neglecting the gift within us

<opentext> Yet, is one always content with His great love for us? Or does one sometimes look for something else?

<mike`> like James said, "if I forget what manner of man I am"... now (in Christ), then will start looking in the fallen nature for something else.

<at-peace> one should always be content with His great love for us, keeping focused on the mark for the prize 

<at-peace> 1 Tim 6:6But godliness with contentment is great gain.7For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. (KJV)

<greg> double minded man receives nothing from God, and ends up with the devils cheap imitation

<helpmate> not always, but the something else that one looks for should be a deeper understanding of who He is and what we have available to us through His Son

<opentext> Having food and raiment let us therewith be content. Living by each and every word that comes forth from the mouth of God, so that we remain clothed with the full armor of God, that is clothed in Christ, so that they may be able to stand as a workman that has no need to be ashamed.

<opentext> This is the perfect example that we see by the life of Jesus Christ, the example set for us to emulate and follow after.

<opentext> And also why we need to remember to pray for one another, as well as exhort one another.

<opentext> Now how often is it that one gets discouraged when their exhortation is met with disdain?

<disciple> sometimes immediate, but then realize, it's not their reaction, but our action that we are to be concerned about

<greg> i used to have preconceived notions on how people would respond to the word, now the less i know the better

<chosen> it can be easy, until we are reminded that we only need God's love

<helpmate> all we can do is be the example of the believer...it is their responsibility as to how  they take it

<opentext> So the thing that one has to keep in heart and mind, is how that we [the individual] are not always readily acceptable to Father's exhortation with us either. As Jeremiah was told, to do what Father asked of him, regardless of the peoples faces.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:36  For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. KJV

 

<opentext> As we bring this chapter to a conclusion, Paul sums it up real well, that there is nothing that we are able to do without Him [Christ] that will be pleasing to the Father.

<opentext> Today, as we go about our Father's business, let us remember to include Him in all that we do.
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