16 March 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father for the blessing of this time of fellowship that you have provided for us, we pray that our ears and hearts will be open to your Spirit as you teach us through your Word.....we thank you that we are able to walk in your ways this day as we follow the example of your Son, and our Lord Jesus Christ

<opentext> Rom 5:5 In alert expectancy such as this, we're never left feeling shortchanged. Quite the contrary — we can't round up enough containers to hold everything God generously pours into our lives through the Holy Spirit! 6 Christ arrives right on time to make this happen. He didn't, and doesn't, wait for us to get ready. He presented himself for this sacrificial death when we were far too weak and rebellious to do anything to get ourselves ready. And even if we hadn't been so weak, we wouldn't have known what to do anyway.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> It is as one continues to hear the Message [continuing in the faith] that one begins to grow in the comprehension that we love Him, because one grows in an understanding of the great love that He first had for us, while we were yet sinners.

<opentext> And this is a difficult understanding to arrive at, because of the examples the world presents to us before one is born again. How often is it, that the reason the world does something for us, is because it expects something in return?

<chosen> most of the time   <at-peace> most often   <helpmate> yes, most of the time

<opentext> Think about it for a moment, no matter what the business or occupation in and of the world, the main reason they may appear nice to you, is because they want something from you [other then a loving relationship with them, which is all God wants from mankind].

<opentext> While we were yet sinners [rebellious and disobedient to the laws of God] God has His Son die in our place as an acceptable sacrifice.

<opentext> Now, from the fall of man, God made the promise for reconciliation, and at the appropriate time the sacrifice was made in and on man's behalf.

<opentext> Rom 5:7 We can understand someone dying for a person worth dying for, and we can understand how someone good and noble could inspire us to selfless sacrifice. 8 But God put his love on the line for us by offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to him.  (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> As one turns to God, it is His love that is shed abroad in our hearts. It is as one begins to understand this love, that they begin to understand God's great and merciful plan of restoration of fellowship with mankind.

<opentext> And yet, how hard is to comprehend the love God had, and has for us?

<chosen> it's overwhelming when we think of the depth of it

<helpmate> it sometimes boggles the mind

<opentext> At the time Jesus Christ died, one has to remember that there was not anyone that was worthy of the sacrifice He was making.  That all sin and fall short of the glory of God. And yet while you and I were yet sinners, Christ died for us. This is the act of love that we are to imitate within our lives.

<opentext> And we are able to do that for those within the body [most of the time], and for those seeking [some of the time]; but what about those that are out to destroy us at any time or moment?

<chosen> that's harder

<at-peace> Matt 5:44-48.... be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect... should be as our Father even with our enemies ... for we were once an enemy of God and He still loved us

<at-peace> not always an easy thing to do, but learning 

<opentext> This is why one has to continually be hearing the Message delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus, so that we are able to maintain our peace with God, so that we are able to adequately portray His love that has been shed abroad in our hearts at all times [for all people], just as Jesus Christ did.

<opentext> It is when one allows the vision of His love and mercy to slip, that one then fails to present an adequate portrayal of His love to those around us. This is why it is imperative that one remembers what our state of spiritual life was, when Christ died for us.

<opentext> Now if one kept this in mind all of the time, how much easier would it be to comply with that which God asks of you?

<helpmate> so much easier

<at-peace> it would be much easier... counting the cost at all times

<opentext> Rom 5:7 Now it is an extraordinary thing for one to give his life even for an upright man, though perhaps for a noble and lovable and generous benefactor someone might even dare to die. 8 But God shows and clearly proves His [own] love for us by the fact that while we were still sinners, Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed one) died for us. AMP

<opentext> Rom 5: 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. KJV

<opentext> While we were in the most deplorable state, Christ died for me. Every sin I have committed, or will commit, He paid the price for.

<opentext> This is the love that the believer is supposed to exemplify within their life. Yet, how difficult is this to comprehend for everyone?

<chosen> it can be difficult at times    <helpmate> most cannot or do not understand

<opentext> To be risen with Him, one has to understand what exactly it was that He has risen from. And when one remains cognizant of what it was that Jesus Christ accomplished in and on their behalf, then they will be more apt to remain risen and seated with Him.

<opentext> 1 John 3:16 This is how we've come to understand and experience love: Christ sacrificed his life for us. This is why we ought to live sacrificially for our fellow believers, and not just be out for ourselves. 17 If you see some brother or sister in need and have the means to do something about it but turn a cold shoulder and do nothing, what happens to God's love? It disappears. And you made it disappear.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> As one begins to understand His love, then they begin to allow this love to also be manifest in and through their life. The hardest part is that the lower nature always likes to play favorites, and only show it to those who may reciprocate this love. Today, the love of God that has been shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy Ghost, you have the opportunity to shine before each and every person you come in contact with. What a responsibility, but also, what a privilege.
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