16 June 2004 Wednesday Bible study.

<opentext> Father, we thank you by and through Christ Jesus for this opportunity to come before you this day to receive of you that which is essential for us to maintain life in your Spirit. With open hearts and minds, let us be receptive to that which you have prepared for us this day.

<opentext> Rom 8:3-4, 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. KJV

<opentext> So then, if the law was incapable of bringing one into an acceptable and right relationship with God, why would anyone then make the choice to live by the law, when a much better way is available?

<disciple> they think they are ok if the try and follow rules...walking by sight, so they don't have to exercise faith

<opentext> We are not to walk after the flesh. Yet, if one is not able to discern between life in the Spirit, and the cravings and desires of the flesh, how easy is it then to get lead down the wrong path?

<disciple> very easy

<at-peace> they begin in the Spirit but revert to the flesh with the traditions and doctrines of man

<chosen> will be very easy

<opentext> If one will recall, Father said that He would send His Spirit, to lead us and guide us into all truth. So one also has to make the choice to be guided by His Spirit, or they can choose to be guided by their flesh, or someone else's.

<opentext> I find it interesting the words used in verse 4, that one walks or follows after, either the flesh or the Spirit. 

<opentext> As much as the flesh or lower nature likes to think it is smart and independent, no matter what it chooses to do, it will be following either good or evil.

<opentext> Rom 8:5, For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. KJV

<opentext> Rom 8:5 For those who are according to the flesh and are controlled by its unholy desires set their minds on and  pursue those things which gratify the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit and are controlled by the desires of the Spirit set their minds on and  seek those things which gratify the [Holy] Spirit. AMP

<opentext> One has to set their mind on something first, and then pursue it. Yet, how often does a person maintain a light or flippant attitude as to what they think or meditate in and on?

<disciple> most don't concern themselves with whether their thoughts are of Father or not

<opentext> Further on in this epistle, Paul tells us not to be conformed to this world, that is, to be lead by it's desires and pursuits; but rather, to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, so that one will KNOW, what is that good, and perfect and acceptable will of God for them and their life.

<opentext> In each persons life, their are two tables before them, one of the flesh, with all of it's desires and cravings; and one of the Spirit with that new life in Christ. In every decision or choice that a person takes, they have to make the choice from one of the two tables as to what they will choose to follow after.

<opentext> Yet, when faced with a choice or decision, how often is one aware of, or cognizant of the choice that is before them? 

<chosen> not always in that way     <disciple> not always

<at-peace> one should count the cost with each decision before them.

<opentext> How often does one ever weigh the eternal consequences before them, before they make "any" choice in and for their life?

<disciple> not much, but that should be a great concern for us when making any choice...to please Father or please the flesh…not much for those outside of Christ, i mean to say

<opentext> Each and every step that a person takes, should be ordered by the Lord. Yet, does one always take the time to make sure that each and every step in their walk is of and from the Lord? Or does one sometimes think that it is so small or insignificant, that that is not necessary, that it will not affect their walk?

<disciple> nothing is too insignificant to ask Father about, being concerned about pleasing Him

<at-peace> it is like having a salad before you and a plate with a burrito, rice, and beans... which one is going to bring one closer to their goal... or in our case (spiritual) closer to the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus…for some they may want to have a little of both... a house divided will not stand.

<opentext> I also liked the way the Amplified translation used the word, pursue. In order for one to walk in the flesh, no matter how small or insignificant it seems, one has to make the choice to pursue those things.

<opentext> And once one makes the choice to pursue something, hasn't that become a priority in their life? [whether they will admit to that or not]

<disciple> yes   <chosen> yes

<opentext> For me, when i hear the word pursuit, i think of a police car with the sirens on, telling everyone else to get out of their way, so that they can obtain that which they are pursuing. 

<opentext> Yet, as true as this is, does one think of themselves this way when pursuing their lusts, desires, or cravings of the lower nature?

<disciple> no     <chosen> no

<opentext> And how often, does a person think that these things do not apply to the things that seem so small or insignificant?

<disciple> we are to live by every Word that comes from the mouth of God...nothing is insignificant

<opentext> To walk in and with His Spirit, any time a desire or craving of the flesh arises [no matter how big or small it may seem], it should set off an alarm within us, so one will weigh all of the consequences before pursuing any further.
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