Bible Study Tuesday 16 July 2002

 

What are your first thoughts this day? Is the Word of God the first thing on your heart and mind at the start of each day? Or is it the problems that you have already anticipated for the day?

Is it your relationship with God, or are they pertaining to the things of this world? What is it that you are making the first priority, or chief aim for the day? We are supposed to cast all of our cares, worries, distresses, anxieties upon Him, knowing that He will supply all of our need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. However, this requires the believer to be seeking first, (that means at the very start of the day), the kingdom of God, (His kingdom is not of this world), and His righteousness (Christ in you, the hope of glory), for then one will be operating in His will, and then one will only be seeking those things which bring a furtherance to His kingdom.

 
Luke 16:15 “You are they," He said to them, "who boast of their own goodness before men, but God sees your hearts; for that which holds a proud position among men is detestable in God's sight. (Weymouth's New Testament)

 

Note, First, It is folly to justify ourselves before men, and to think this enough to bear us out, and bring us off, in the judgment of the great day, that men know no ill of us; for God, who knows our hearts, knows that ill of us which no one else can know. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

How often does one think or even consider, that one is given the ability to be a steward over their thoughts? If you are seeking to please man with your thoughts, where do you think that will leave you with God?

 

And it is whatever one gives over to their thoughts, is what will then place their stewardship over. If it is the things of this world that control your thoughts and motivations, then one has become a slave or steward to the things of this world. And we should all know that friendship with the world, places one in opposition to God and His kingdom.

 

This ought to check our value for ourselves, and our confidence in ourselves, that God knows our hearts, and how much deceit is there, for we have reason to abase and distrust ourselves. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

Out with the old (nature), and in with the new (nature). 

 

1 Corinthians 5:7 Get rid of the old yeast so that you may be dough of a new kind; for in fact you are free from corruption. For our Passover Lamb has already been offered in sacrifice - even Christ. (Weymouth's New Testament)

Secondly, It is folly to judge of persons and things by the opinion of men concerning them, and to go down with the stream of vulgar estimate; for that which is highly esteemed among men, who judge according to outward appearance, is perhaps an abomination in the sight of God, who sees things as they are, and whose judgment, we are sure, is according to truth. On the contrary, there are those whom men despise and condemn who yet are accepted and approved of God, <2 Cor. 10:18>. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

How often does one judge things by the external. That which is on the external, has been produced by the thoughts that are within. So, unless one learns to keep their mind properly renewed, the old habit, the old thought process is what will come to the forefront, that which will manifest itself in the fleshly external.
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