16 February 2006 Thursday Bible study.

 
<greg> heavenly Father we come before you this day, to seek the spiritual blessings you have bestowed upon us, to partake of your divine nature, and walk in your plan of salvation that you set out for each of us before the foundation of the world, and sent your Son Jesus Christ to be our example, the first born into your kingdom, by your grace we follow as well.
 
<opentext> Rom 16:25-26, 25 Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: KJV
 
<opentext> The uncovering of God's purpose and plan for the restoration of man, for those who will hear and obey His Word.
<opentext> Once one becomes an active participant in and of His divine nature, life and its meaning takes on a whole new direction. And at the same time, the relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ, becomes much more personal and intimate.
<opentext> The Word becomes a living entity to the believer, rather then merely words written on a page. Thus why Jesus Christ told us that the words that He speaks to us are indeed spirit, and they are life, that new life in Christ.
<opentext> Now think about that a moment, how your life has changed since the revelation of Christ Jesus to you. How is one able to explain to someone else what happened within, and the changes that took place?
<greg> 1 Cor 2:6Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought: 7But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: (KJV)
<greg> unless one is mature in Christ and has somewhat of an understanding, it is difficult to say the least to put it in words
<at-peace> it is a joy unspeakable and can only be explained through the Spirit.. it will be our walk before others that will show the reconciliation that took place and the love that was freely given us
<opentext> Ah, so then it is as Paul said, that we are to be that example of the believer, in word, in our conduct, in our conversation; that written epistle known and read of all men. Now just because they are able to read our life in our every day conduct, does that necessarily mean that they are going to like what they observe?
<helpmate> not at all
<greg> they may like the joy and peace they see, but may not like what it takes to achieve it or maintain the walk
<at-peace> not always
<at-peace> John 15:20Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 21But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)
<opentext> He sent His Word to all of the world, we are told, yet has the world accepted that which God has sent?
<helpmate> no… and it is their choice
<at-peace> only the few
<greg> not on His terms no, many think they have, but few know
<helpmate> that is why is says for many are called but few are chosen
 
<opentext> Eph 3:9, And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: KJV
 
<opentext> Note how Paul says to make all men see, what is the fellowship of the mystery. Again, it is the example of our life and relationship with God through Jesus Christ what people are going to see and observe.
<opentext> Thus we can see why Peter said that we are to have an answer for any man that asks the reason of the hope within us.
<opentext> Now also consider, that it is through our every day conduct, that the revelation of the mystery is made known to all of those whom we come in contact with.
<opentext> Think about when you first read the gospels, were you able to see the revelation that was there before you, or did you just know that there was something different about that man, Jesus of Nazareth?
<helpmate> i knew there was something different, but i did not know what it was
<greg> there was something definitely different about the man, it wasn’t until I was able to see the revelation of the mystery that i realized it was available to me as well
<opentext> So think about that for a moment then, you knew that there was something different, yet, you were not aware of how or why it was available. It was as you saw the example of the believer in action, that you became aware of the fact that this "gift" was also available to you.
<opentext> And it was as you accepted this gift, the love, grace and mercy of God to and for you, that then Father was able to begin to reveal to you, all that you inherited by coming into agreement with Him and His Word.
<opentext> And yet, did you see and perceive all at once, all that was there for you?
<helpmate> no
<greg> still seeing it on a daily basis, i don’t think i could handle it all at one time
<helpmate> very true greg
<at-peace> it was precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little there a little as was needed…and still is
<opentext> So if you think about those old serials that they had at the movie theatres, they kept giving you enough to keep coming back each week to see what more would be revealed. Or, for those of you not old enough to remember that, think about the tv programs that you are caught up in, and how they only give you enough to try to get you to keep returning to watch each week.
<opentext> As we keep returning to the Word (that which is Spirit and life, not the written words on a page) then Father is able to continue revealing His purpose and plan to us, on an ever evolving script.
<opentext> Consider your knowledge of Him and His Word now, as to what you comprehended when you first believed. People seldom think that they have grown themselves, since those who continue in the Word will continue to change on a moment by moment basis.
 
<opentext> Rev 1:1, The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: KJV
 
<opentext> To realize this day, that you are His servant, because of what He has been revealing to you, and will continue to as long as you are faithful to His Word.
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