16 February 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father for the blessing of this time of fellowship, we are ever grateful for all that you have blessed us with through Christ.... we pray that we will hear that which you have for us this day to lead us along the strait and narrow path as we continue in your love, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Rom 11:26-27, 26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. KJV

<opentext> We know that one day that Israel will turn back to God. 

<opentext> What will cause the change for them to return, I do not know. 

<opentext> But for each of us, we have all had disputes with someone, that eventually were overcome. Yet, while the dispute was on going, did it seem like the disagreement could ever be settled?

<at-peace> at the time no     <chosen> no

<greg> it doesn’t always get settled the way we thought it would… lol  i made it clear mine would not, unless on my terms

<opentext> And even to those around us, it probably seemed unlikely that it would be settled.

<opentext> It is no different then when we were on the other side of the fence [so to speak] with God; many probably thought that we would never get to that place that we would have a right relationship with Him.

<opentext> And for ourselves at the time, we saw no need to want to establish a relationship with Him. Yet, we then at one time began to see and experience the love of God, and we were able to begin to understand how much He really loves us.

<opentext> Even though at that time it was still with the understanding of the lower nature.

<opentext> So even though now, we have a better understanding of God's love, is one able to see it for others all of the time?

<greg> 2 Cor 5:16-17, 16Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.17Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (KJV)

<greg> i knew Christ by what others had told me, after my carnal mind, it wasn’t till i established a personal relationship did i realize the love afforded for all

<chosen> sometimes it can be harder than other times

<opentext> Sometimes, don't we forget what manner of person we were? And how wretched we were?

<chosen> yes

<greg> the more one looks into the new, the uglier the old looks, what i thought was funny in the past is now disgusting

<at-peace> yes

<opentext> Does one always remember, that when Jesus Christ said from the cross, asking the Father to forgive them for they knew not what they had done, that we were numbered in that group as well?

<greg> even after knowing the Lord, i have had to ask forgiveness for crucifying Him afresh

<at-peace> had not thought of it in that way before

<opentext> So sometimes, isn't it hard to see the same love and forgiveness for others, that we ourselves received?

<chosen> yes especially towards people in our past

<greg> the hard part is wondering how something so simple is made so complicated and distorted, that’s what’s hard to watch others struggle with the same things i have

<opentext> How many people do you think there were that thought there would never be any hope for us as well?

<chosen> many

<greg> anyone who knew me, then when i found the true hope, they didn’t like it and almost seemed like they enjoyed to old failure better

<at-peace> am sure there were many as steph said

<opentext> Steph brings up an interesting point {<chosen> yes especially towards people in our past}, because what one has to remain cognizant of, is that anyone that is not in now faith, is in the past. Yet, isn't there an opportunity for them to join the now?

<at-peace> yes... His arm is never to short to save     <chosen> yes

<opentext> And as Greg points out, that many people will question our now relationship with God, because they have never tasted His love for themselves. And so what one does not understand, don't they have a tendency to shy away from?

<at-peace> yes  <chosen> yes

<greg> many are afraid to take an honest look at themselves and see what manner of person they really are, and that fear keeps them separated

<opentext> And when one shies away from something, don't they then have a tendency to give it a bad label so that they will not look bad or ignorant?

<chosen> yes

<greg> they will stay with something that doesn’t challenge them, keeping the delusion alive

<opentext> Rom 10:3, They don't seem to realize that this comprehensive setting-things-right that is salvation is God's business, and a most flourishing business it is. Right across the street they set up their own salvation shops and noisily hawk their wares. After all these years of refusing to really deal with God on his terms, insisting instead on making their own deals, they have nothing to show for it.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<opentext> Rom 10:3,  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. KJV

<opentext> Being ignorant of God's love [righteousness] they go about setting up their own standards of love according to their limited knowledge and insights.

<opentext> But like it was said earlier, that we too were numbered in that group, and yet we were delivered as well. Thus we can see the importance of being that example of the believer at all times and in all places.

<opentext> For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have life everlasting.

<opentext> Today, we have that opportunity to show that love to all those that we may come into contact with.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<greg> i like these comments by this Eugene Peterson, salvation shops and noisily hawking their wares is fitting

<opentext> Yes, people often times when ignorant of the real values, make more noise to peddle their ideas.

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<greg> o/                   <opentext> yes greg

<greg> 1 Cor 13:1-2, 1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. (KJV)

<greg> if i don’t have a true understanding of the love of God through Christ, its just a lot of noise and confusion

<opentext> exactly
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