16 February 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and this opportunity to partake of your Word of life together and all that you have prepared for us this day that will enable us to continue to grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ giving you all the praise, honor, and glory you deserve through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> In chapter 4, we saw how Paul laid the groundwork for establishing how Abraham was justified with God. That by the faith that Abraham had in that which God asked of him, and promised him, Abraham held fast to, and it was then accounted to him as righteousness. Also included in this promise to Abraham, was that he would be made the father of many nations, which then shows us the open door that is available to the Gentiles as well as the Jewish people.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:1, Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: KJV

 

<opentext> We are justified by faith. A person is justified by their ability to hear the voice and Message of God delivered to us through our Lord Jesus Christ, comprehending that which this Message asks of us, and then joyfully living one's life in compliance with it. Now, as simple as this is put, why does one have such a difficult time complying with this?

<chosen> because of the flesh and its' agenda

<disciple> with a struggle between the lower nature and divine nature, we sometimes give into the lower nature's desires

<at-peace> spirit is willing but the flesh is weak...... the flesh wars against spirit and doesn't like change

 

<opentext> Yes, because the lower nature has it's own agenda; and one often forgets the years that a person spent developing and refining the leadings, the tendencies of the lower nature, and the satisfying of it's cravings.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:1-2, 1 THEREFORE, SINCE we are justified ( acquitted, declared righteous, and given a right standing with God) through faith, let us [grasp the fact that we] have [the peace of reconciliation to hold and to enjoy] peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed one). 2 Through Him also we have [our] access (entrance, introduction) by faith into this grace (state of God's favor) in which we [firmly and safely] stand. And let us rejoice and exult in our hope of experiencing and enjoying the glory of God. AMP

 

<opentext> When one hears and obeys the Message, they are then justified, acquitted, declared righteous by the sacrifice made in and on their behalf. Then, one has to grasp the fact, grow in understanding of what has been afforded to us, which then allows us to have that inner peace with God, regardless of what the external circumstances may try to tell us, or dictate to us.

<opentext> Through faith, we have our access into the presence of the living God. One is able to go before the throne of grace with confidence because of our placement by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, and obtain that which they need this day, to remain faithful and pleasing to God. Yet, why is it that one does not always have that confidence to go before God, to seek that which they have need of?

<disciple> sometimes because we focus on our failures rather than asking for forgiveness and believing His promise that He will forgive and forget

<chosen> sometimes thinking that He may ignore or reject us.

 

<opentext> Is it that one thinks that God plays favorites? Or, that only certain people are able to find special favor with God?

<disciple> actually that is what we are doing, when we believe others don't have the same struggles as we do.

 

<opentext> In a way, God does play favorites, as only those that are in Christ Jesus; that is those that accept the sacrifice made in and on their behalf, are able to go boldly before the throne of grace; for it is those people that are able to obtain favor from God. However, this is available to anyone who will believe God, and the Message of love He has placed before us.

 

<opentext> Heb 4:16, Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of God's unmerited favor to us sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it]. AMP

 

<opentext> God has not given us the spirit of fear, but that of power [Christ the power and wisdom of God] and love [for He so loved the world, he presented the perfect sacrifice for all mankind] and when one will remember the first two, it produces a sound mind, which allows one to go before Him with confidence. So then, why is it that one will doubt or question this access to God?

<chosen> we don't always see ourselves the same way that Father sees us

<disciple> yes, that's it

<at-peace> when one falls short one doesn't always feel deserving of His forgiveness let alone His favor.

 

<opentext> Isn't it when one doubts, or hesitates at part of the Message, that they then doubt their relationship with Him, and thus question their right-standing with Him?

<chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

 

<opentext> But then also, there are those that simply demand from God, without full and complete compliance to the Message. Thus we see why Paul tells us, that it is by faith that one has access into this grace. Today, you have that right [if abiding in Christ] to go before the throne of grace, to obtain all that you have need of to stand and remain faithful to Him!
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