16 December 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we have to come before you through Christ Jesus, to receive of you that which we need to sustain us this day. Let us be mindful of each and every word that proceeds from your mouth, that we may have that proper relationship with you.

 

<opentext> Rom 10:17, So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ (the Messiah Himself). AMP

 

<opentext> The Word of God arrives at our soul or mind, and each person has the choice, the opportunity to hear and understand that which God wants to speak to their heart.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one give full consideration, to each and every word that Father speaks to us?

<disciple> knowing how crucial every Word Father speaks, we should always give attention to every Word He speaks

<helpmate> most just say the first thing that comes to their mind and never stops to ponder on the words that they are putting out there

<opentext> But doesn't the lower nature side, often want to listen for buzz-words, before they give full attention to that which God is speaking?

<helpmate> that is very true  <disciple> yes  <chosen> yes

<opentext> So we can then see how and why our hearing can become lazy or dull to hearing and comprehending that which God is speaking to us.

<opentext> We can also see that often times one is looking for buzz-words from God before they will listen or respond to Him.

<opentext> Jesus Christ said that He only spoke those things which He heard the Father speak. He was attentive and obedient to each and every word that came forth from the mouth of the Father. Can we say the same for ourselves?

<helpmate> not always   <disciple> never always

<opentext> Our response to that which Father speaks to us, must be out of love, otherwise doesn't it begin to be a works based relationship?

<helpmate> yes<disciple> yes

 

<opentext> Gal 3:2, Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the [Holy] Spirit as the result of obeying the Law and doing its works, or was it by hearing [the message of the Gospel] and believing [it]? [Was it from observing a law of rituals or from a message of faith?] AMP

 

<opentext> If one is not able to hear Father's love in the Message, can they ever respond in love?

<disciple> not at all

<helpmate> no...because they will not hear what He is asking, so they will be doing their own thing

<opentext> As the Amplified translation says above, that if they are not able to hear Father's love in the Message, then they will respond by observing rituals. Their mannerisms will say they seek God, but their hearts will in fact be far from Him.

<opentext> A person cannot be saved without hearing and recognizing Father's love for them. Yet, by wrong association, how long does it take for that love to be misdirected?

<disciple> evil communications will take it's toll

<helpmate> can happen in a heartbeat  <chosen> not long

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul tells us here in Galatians, that even though they began in the Spirit when they first believed, they then reverted to try to have and maintain a relationship with God by doing those things which pleased the lower nature.

<opentext> We are told by God, that if we love Him, we would keep His commandments. And if we love Him, one would recognize how much disobedience would hurt Him, and thus one would make that effort to hear all that God asks of us, and comply with it out of love, not wanting to hurt Him.

<opentext> Yet, how many respond to this Message of love out of fear, rather then love?

<disciple> those who don't understand the love of God, His grace and mercy

<helpmate> those who don't know Him and can't hear Him will respond out of fear

<opentext> But, don't even those who love Him, at times respond out of fear rather then love?

<disciple> yes  <chosen> yes

<helpmate> you can love someone and still not "know" them

<opentext> Put it this way, when one hears God, do they often times fear failure, rather then having the confidence to allow Him to continue the good work that He has begun within us?

<helpmate> that is true    <disciple> yes

<opentext> So we can see and hear, that it is not enough to hear the Message from God, but that one must also hear Father's love which is in the Message.

<helpmate> yes

 

<opentext> Eph 1:13, Him you also who have heard the Word of Truth, the glad tidings (Gospel) of your salvation, and have believed in and adhered to and relied on Him, were stamped with the seal of the long-promised Holy Spirit AMP

 

<opentext> To love someone, one has to rely on them, but don't they also have to trust them?

<helpmate> yes   <chosen> yes   <disciple> yes

<opentext> Now think about this; when God speaks to you, do you always trust that which He says? Or, sometimes does it take a bit of convincing?

<disciple> sometimes we have to chew on it awhile, and other times, we go to a brother or sister to hear it confirmed

<helpmate> i trust what He says,  but sometimes wonder if i am hearing Him correctly, or putting some of my own understanding in to it

<opentext> So if it took a bit of convincing, was one then listening that attentively when Father first spoke to them? Was one's attention divided between two opinions?

<helpmate> yikes

<disciple> at the time, probably two opinions, having not established a relationship with Him yet

<helpmate> i do not like the verses that come to mind with that question

<opentext> So we can then see and understand why Paul tells us that faith comes by hearing. and by giving full audience to the Message delivered to us personally by Christ. How imperative it is, that we are attentive to each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God for us.

<helpmate> it can be a matter of life or death

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<opentext> 1 Kings 18:21Elijah challenged the people: "How long are you going to sit on the fence? If GOD is the real God, follow him; if it's Baal, follow him. Make up your minds!" Nobody said a word; nobody made a move.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

<helpmate> James 1:8A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 Kings 18:21 Elijah came near to all the people and said, How long will you halt and limp between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him! But if Baal, then follow him. And the people did not answer him a word. AMP

<disciple> o/    <opentext> yes miz

<disciple> isn't it expected that when we first hear Father's voice, that we would question that, based on what we have learned in the past?

<opentext> Stop and ponder for a moment, that when you first heard Father's voice, you responded to it and were saved. Isn't it when the mind [the lower nature] gets in the way, that one then questions God?

<disciple> yes, there is always a battle in the mind...for everyone that will listen to Father...a matter of who we will follow
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