Bible Study Monday 16 December 2002

 

Is your relationship with God based upon that which others are saying or doing, or on what God says in His Word?

 

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 and my language and the message I preached were not adorned with pleasing words of worldly wisdom, but they were attended with proof and power given by the Spirit, 5. so that your faith might not be in men's wisdom, but in God's power. (Williams New Testament)

 

Unto you, it is given to know, the mystery of the kingdom of God. Christ being the power, wisdom, and Son of the living God, is your key in learning to understand God; His plan for you, and His purpose for those who will accept His terms and conditions for acceptance on this gift, and mystery.

 

Ephesians 1:18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened so that you may know what is the hope which His call to you inspires, what the wealth of the glory of His inheritance in God's people. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

What the eye is to the body, the understanding is to the soul; and that as the eye is not light in itself, and can discern nothing but by the means of light shining, not only on the objects to be viewed, but into the eye itself; so the understanding of man can discern no sacred thing of or by itself, but sees by the influence of the Spirit of wisdom and revelation; (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

If you are driving a vehicle at night, and you fail to turn on the lights, what do you think the end result will be? You have the tool, the lights on the vehicle, you have the knowledge to turn them on; yet if you fail to use them, you have become a danger to yourself as well as those around you. The same is true when a person neglects the gift that God has given them. Everything we need is already given to us, now a matter of seeking God (those that fellowship with God must do so in Spirit and in truth) on how to best apply to one’s life, that which has been given to them.

 

for without the influence of God's Holy Spirit no man ever became wise unto salvation, no more than a man ever discerned an object (no matter how perfect soever his eye might have been), without the instrumentality of light. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Religion has much to do in enlightening the mind. Indeed, its effect there is not less striking and decisive than it is on the heart. The understanding has been blinded by sin. The views which people entertain of themselves and of God are narrow and wrong. The understanding is enfeebled and perverted by the practice of sin. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Thus, why Paul tells us that the mind has been blinded by the god of this world. The devil wants you to remain in darkness. It is the truth of God’s Word which illuminates the mind as well as where we are to step, so that one is able to navigate properly the strait and narrow path.

 

 It is limited in its operations by the necessity of the case, and by the impossibility of fully comprehending the great truths which pertain to the divine administration. One of the first effects of true religion is on the understanding. It enlarges its views of truth; gives it more exalted conceptions of God; corrects its errors; raises it up toward the great Fountain of love. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Note that which Paul though says in the preceding verse: Ephesians 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: (KJV).

 

Now, keep in mind, that Christ is the power and wisdom of God. It is not that one prays for more of the gift, but rather the deeper understanding of what they have already received; or that they have not yet received the gift in the first place. Since God is constant, and cannot lie, then one must realize that God gives us the fullness of the gift when a person asks for Christ to come into their heart.

 

Thus, why Paul says, that it is in Christ that we become a new creation. The change is total, it is complete. Once this happens, now one has to be prompt to hear Father’s counsel on how they should live, in order to remain in agreement with Him and His Word.

 

Paul goes on further to say, that old things are passed away, for all things have become new. A new car will not remain new long if proper maintenance and upkeep is not performed on it. So, what happens if a person neglects the new creation?
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