16 August 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for your Words of life and for all that you have for us to hear this day... with open hearts we come before your throne through Christ Jesus our Lord,  to receive from you that which we have need of that will enable us to walk in your ways, as pleasing to you, through Christ's strength

 

<opentext> Rom 8:28-30, 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. KJV

 

<opentext> Adam Clarke has a few very good comments on this section that I would like us to look at:

 

<opentext> In this and the following verse the apostle shows how our calling is an argument that all things work together to advance our eternal happiness, by showing the several steps which the wisdom and goodness of God have settled, in order to complete our salvation, In order to this he first gives us, in this verse, the foundation and finishing, or the beginning and end, of the scheme of our redemption. "For whom God did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son. To foreknow here signifies to design before, or at the first forming of the scheme; to bestow the favour and privilege of being God's people upon any set of men, Rom 11:2. This is the foundation or first step of our salvation; namely, the purpose and grace of God, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before the world began, 2 Tim 1:9.  (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

 

<opentext> People often misuse this portion of scripture, thinking or assuming that all things will work together for good, regardless of the situation or circumstances.

<opentext> Yet, as we can see from the verses, as well as Clarke's  insights, that all things will work together for good, in regards to one's eternal happiness, and growing their relationship with Father.

<opentext> As far as predestination, contrary to what many think and preach, God predetermined the plan of redemption, reconciliation, before the creation of the world and knowing the frailties of man, and yet went ahead with His purpose and His plan.

<opentext> The purpose and plan of Father, and all things working together for good, is for those who have heard His invitation, and responded to that invitation, and are using His Word to conform themselves by His grace to the image in His Son.

<opentext> Thus we can see why Paul said that we are not to be conformed to this world, but we are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, so that we hear and see God's purpose and plan for us, and that sound mind will use His Word to bring about that change within our life, to be conformed to Christ.

 

<opentext> When God knew us, at the forming of the Gospel scheme; or, when He intended to bestow on us the privilege of being His people; He then "destinated" (designed) us to be conformed to the image of His Son; and, since He "destinated" (determined) us then to this very high honour and happiness, He pre-destinated, fore-ordained, or pre-determined us to it. Thus, we are to understand the foundation and finishing of the plan for our salvation. The foundation is the foreknowledge, or gracious purpose of God; the finishing is our being joint-heirs with Christ.  (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

<opentext> Rom 8:29, God knew what he was doing from the very beginning. He decided from the outset to shape the lives of those who love him along the same lines as the life of his Son. The Son stands first in the line of humanity he restored. We see the original and intended shape of our lives there in him. (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> We love Him, because He first loved us. Such a simple statement, yet, so simple and so profound, yet most people fail to hear the simplicity of Christ that is in it.

<opentext> How often do people try to make the Word harder then it is? 

<chosen> quite often

<at-peace> more often than one should

 

<opentext> For we must understand His foreknowing, predestinating, calling, and justifying, in relation to His glorifying; and that none are finally glorified, but those who, according to His purpose, are "conformed to the image of His Son."-Taylor. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

 

<opentext> God made His salvation [redemption, reconciliation] available to any and all that would respond to His invitation. And since it is His marriage feast or supper that we are invited to, He has set the guidelines and requirements for those whom He will allow in, and to participate in it.

<opentext> It amazes me how man tries to set the guidelines for God to follow, rather then hearing and seeking Father's wisdom, and then conforming to the path and pattern set for us to follow in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> Thus why the Lord told us to come, and follow Him. To see how Jesus of Nazareth allowed the Spirit of Christ, to lead Him and guide Him into all truth, in order to maintain His walk in and on the strait and narrow path, thus setting the way that we could follow by His Spirit.

<opentext> Thus why Paul says that He might be, the first born among many brethren. In other words, that there might be others that would follow His example, and obtain eternal happiness with Him and Father.

 

<opentext> [The first-born among many brethren.] That he might be the chief or head of all the redeemed; for HIS human nature is the first-fruits of the resurrection from the dead; and He is the first human being that, after having passed through death, was raised to eternal glory. See Dr. Taylor.  (from Adam Clarke's Commentary)

 

<opentext> So as we hear what Father is saying to us hear, does it give you a better idea of what it means to be a partaker of His divine nature?

<at-peace> yes…<at-peace> be ye holy as I am holy

<chosen> yes

 

<opentext> The Word tells us to be still, and know that He is God. Yet, when faced with decisions during our journey home, how often does one have the patience and fortitude to wait and listen for Father's answer?

<at-peace> spirit is willing but the flesh is weak... should be at all times, but know that at times one falls short

 

<opentext> Does one become a bit discouraged when they do not hear the answer in their timeframe?

<chosen> yes sometimes

<at-peace> yes, if one is focused more on the problem then on the solution or way of escape

 

<opentext> And so at times, the obstacle becomes ourselves, since we do not wait until we hear clearly from Father. A matter of the believer learning to stay within Father's framework of His purpose and plan, so that all things will work together for our good of eternal happiness with Him.
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