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<shama> sure. Father we thank you for this time that you have blessed us with to come and sit at your throne and feed off your living waters and bread of life. We are so thankful for all that you do for us each day, and we ask now that you would speak to us and cause us to be ready to hear your Word with expectant hearts. let us not only hear your Word Father, but we pray that you will teach us to put it into practice in our lives so that we may be the servant that you would have us be......Father for all these things we give you all the praise, honour, glory and thanks, in your sons name Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour… 

<opentext> For most of us, we know that by what we have been told (and not even sure if what we have been taught is right or wrong), that God promised to send us a saviour.  That through this saviour or Messiah, He would make a way for us, to again have fellowship with Him. Yet, to most of us, the Word of God is a mystery! (And why is it a mystery to us? Could it be that His people perish for lack of knowledge?) Many of the things that God says to us are totally opposite of the way the world does them.

<opentext> Matthew 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:  (KJV).

<opentext> In the world, we go to someone's door, we knock till someone answers, then we seek that which we are looking for, and then finally ask if it is there for us.  And yet, if we look at the above verse, we see that God says that we should first ask,

 and we shall receive. or as judy would like to say...you have not because you ask not!  how often though is it that we ask of God, but when we  are asking, we are not really looking for an answer?

<mizpah> not looking for the one He gives

<shama> we are sometimes looking for the answer that we want!

<now-faith> often, not open to hearing His answer, His way and will

<diligently> yes i guess you are right ,,it is that way at times

<at-peace> i've probably done that at times. Father says, yes i have :-)

<opentext> so then, how can we get mad at God for not answering, when we were not wanting an answer....nor were we really seeking the truth?

<now-faith> for myself, i don't find myself mad with God, but rather myself and everyone else around me

<mizpah> we can't

<shama> we cant

<lil`lamb> we can't

<at-peace> we have no reason to be

<opentext> Once we have received, then we are to seek to find.  How often is it, that we have sought Father and His answers, with all of our heart??

<diligently> i don't get mad at Father i get mad at the world

<lil`lamb> not very often for me

<renewed> only seems like we start seeking with all of our heart when it becomes a crisis in our life

<now-faith> not often enough

<diligently> the times i have he answers me.  oh yes

<opentext> Prov 8:17  I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.  (KJV)

<opentext> how often is it that we seek Father or early...or in other words, at the start of the crisis?  most of the time...it is when all else has failed, that we then go to Father!  

<mizpah> i certainly seek Him more often when i am in a crisis

<lil`lamb> i'm guilty of not seeking him until the end usually

<renewed> yes, relying on our own strengths and abilities up to that point in time

<shama> yes usually in the middle of the crisis, we realise we can't handle it on our own!

<diligently> yes, I'm starting to in the middle now

<help-fish> 1 Pet 5:7  Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.


 (KJV)

<help-fish> care = worry

<opentext> for me...it is not the mystery of the gospel that baffles or bothers me.....the mystery is why do i wait so long to hear Father's counsel, since i already know that He has all of the answers! Once we have found that which we were to seek, then we can knock, and the door will be opened! How many here, do not like to go back and knock a second or third time, thinking that Father will get tired of answering questions?

<shama> oh yeah

<mizpah> yep, have done that

<lil`lamb> me

<renewed> me, and have heard if you ask more than once, it shows you didn't believe Him for the answer the first time ... lack of faith

<at-peace> yes, usually when it is something i've heard before, but did not understand cause i wasn't listening

<opentext> a thing called pride maybe...because in the world....didn't they consider you dumb if you asked questions?

<shama> yes

<lil`lamb> yes

<help-fish> yup

<diligently> yes

<renewed> yes, especially if you had to ask a second or third time

<at-peace> yes, especially if it had been explained already to you

<mizpah> yes, sure did

<lil`lamb> o/

<opentext> yes rhonda

<lil`lamb> so is what renewed heard right?  that it means lack of faith b/c (because) you might have asked again b/c (because) you didn't believe the first answer?

<opentext> yes....it was not the answer we were looking for...or the answer may have seemed to simple...or we were looking for something more complicated...basically what it comes down to...is that we usually are looking for an answer according to our intellect, rather then taking Father at His Word. faith is my ability to believe or trust God....

<lil`lamb> ok thanks

<opentext> How many of you are inquisitive enough to ask God why He said this? Have we forgot that we are to go boldly before the throne of grace, in a time of need?

<diligently> yes, I am always asking Father now why that, and he  does let me know

<opentext> people that know me somewhat...many times will say to me...how could you ask God a question like that...or they will say, did you really ask God that? there is not a thing that i am afraid to ask Father on

<diligently> and some times its just ok if i do not know…its just the way it is.  oh me neither

<mizpah> i guess i figure He has more important questions to answer

<shama> i ask Him to explain lots to me now that i know and believe that He answers all of our prayers

<now-faith> going before Him as a child... am learning more and more to do that

<opentext> any of you when you were young...or maybe even now....get stubborn and say that you are not going to do something, until you get it your way?

<mizpah> oh, yes

<renewed> yes

<help-fish> yup

<shama> yep

<now-faith> eh yes :-(

<at-peace> yes

<diligently> yes

<lil`lamb> yes

<opentext> John 14:4..He is the way...so i stay at His feet, till i hear it His way, and then that truth will keep me on His path, because the light of His Word is what is illuminating my path. if you want it your way, go to burger king...if you want it

 His way...go to the throne of grace

<help-fish> and if i continue on His path....it will set me free...john 8:32

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> is that what john 14:4 says or is that what you say?

<opentext> John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
 (KJV)

<opentext> the earlier was a larry paraphrase

<diligently> yes now that is one of those Bible verses that i can't believe Father sounds so human. wow

<opentext> is it that...our that you are hearing clearly spiritually?

<opentext> How many have the patience to wait for Father's

<now-faith> not always

<lil`lamb> usually not me

<diligently> oh yes ,i am hearing clearly spiritually, wonderful

<renewed> no not always ...

<shama> no but am learning

<mizpah> not near often enough

<at-peace> ummm... :-x we are learning

<diligently> i have a hared time waiting

<opentext> The Word tells us, that those that​ wait​ upon the Lord shall renew their strength.  (Isa. 40:31). (Where does our strength come from?)

<help-fish> Christ

<shama> Christ....the power of God

<diligently> Christ Jesus

<at-peace> Christ within me

<nucdad> Holy Spirit the breath of God.

<mizpah> Christ...the joy of the Lord is our strength

<lil`lamb> the joy of the Lord

<opentext> Phil 4:13  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth

 me.  (KJV)

<opentext> Neh 8:10 the joy of the LORD is your strength.  (KJV)

<opentext> Those that wait upon the Lord shall inherit the earth.  (Psa. 37.9). (What is the inheritance that we have received, or should have received?)  So our eyes wait upon the Lord, until that He has mercy on us.  (Psa. 123:2).

<help-fish> salvation and everlasting life

<lil`lamb> salvation?

<shama> eternal life with Father......the Kingdom of God

<nucdad> life eternal in heaven,

<mizpah> Christ and all spiritual blessings

<opentext> and just another thing to think on here...is that when we are acting as mature Christians, the Word says that we are servants....and another term for servant is a ​waiter​.  if we are not hearing from Father, is the problem ever on

 Father's end?

<renewed> no, never

<help-fish> no

<shama> never

<lil`lamb>  no

<mizpah> no way, it's on your end!

<at-peace> no

<diligently> no

<nucdad> no,  we break the communication link

<opentext> ?)  The eyes of all wait upon thee, and Thou gives them meat in due season (Psa. 145:15). (What is this meat that we should receive in due season? And what is the proper season to receive it?)

<lil`lamb> the Word? when we are mature enough?

<opentext> Father's answers, always arrive at the proper season...or right on time...rhonda...yes...we are maturing in the Word, when we finally realize that we can go to Father and get an answer for whatever it is that is bothering us. What is it that is supposed to follow us all the days of our life? maybe His goodness and mercy?? that He confirms His Word with signs following??

<lil`lamb> yes

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> and if we get no answer larry…we wait...until he does answer us. right? not go running to an man for the answer. but, didn't people go to Paul for answers? and moses, and a lot of the wise men 

<opentext> exactly...waiting on Father......if we run to man....those that don't know Him will try to give us the answer....if it is a man of God, he will probably tell you to be patient. <opentext> lol...yes they did, and many times they were told to ...w a  i  t

<diligently> ok  :-)

<opentext> Ask, and it shall be given thee.  But, what is it that we are asking God for?  What is it that you expect to receive from God?

<nucdad> to know God's will, and then do what he wants us to

<mizpah> anything i ask for that is according to His will...what i should be expecting anyway

<shama> that which i have need of

<help-fish> the key to the kingdom

<diligently> oh doesn't Father say we already have everything we need now

<opentext> Matthew 6:  But make His Kingdom and righteousness your chief

 aim, and then these things shall all be given you in addition. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> Matt 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  (KJV)

<help-fish> Christ

<opentext> exactly helen...Christ in you the hope of glory...the mystery of the Gospel

<opentext> Ezekiel 11:19 And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:(KJV).

<opentext> we become that new creation in Christ

<nucdad> if we follow in his foot steps???

<opentext> yes...if we become followers of Christ, just as Paul was

<opentext> 2 Cor. 5:17  Therefore, if any (for everyone that asks, receives), man be in Christ, he is a new creation, (Father removes the stony heart, and replaces it with a heart of flesh).  Old things are past away.  (The stone is now a grave marker for the old man).

<opentext> For behold, all things are become new.  (God forgives us our sins, and will never bring them to remembrance).    If you can find the east from the west, then you can comprehend how far He has removed from us the sins we have sought forgiveness for.

<lil`lamb> but shouldn't we get a heart of God, not one of flesh?

<opentext> rhonda...that is what the verse is meaning...one that is not stone cold and set in its ways...but a new heart that is workable, and will give way to what Father asks of us. It is a new heart, a new creation, and one that is able to be worked and shaped by the Word of God. (Just as a potter works with the clay!)

<lil`lamb> oh ok. yes :)

<nucdad> stone cold hearts can't love one another as Christ taught us?

<opentext> as we hear and obey, it forms us into the person that Father wants us to be

<opentext> nucdad...exactly

<opentext> will you hear Father Word for you this day, that you will be the person that He wants you to be?

<diligently> yes

<lil`lamb> ii will

<mizpah> today, i will ask, thank Him and believe for that

<lil`lamb> try at least

<nucdad> yes

<opentext> any questions from today? very good questions as well as participation

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> i read the living bible and 2 cor5 :17.  the end says...a new life has begun…isn't that wonderful?

<opentext> yes it is

<diligently> it helps me to be happy with just today

<opentext> born again by the Spirit of God

<lil`lamb> i have a question after judy

<opentext> ok rhonda

<lil`lamb> you said the Word says when we are acting as mature Christians we are servants or waiters.  could i please have the verse for that

<help-fish> Matt 6:34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.


 (KJV)

<opentext> Mark 10:44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be

 servant of all.  (KJV)

<lil`lamb> thanks

<lil`lamb> thanks. chiefest means mature?

<opentext> yes 

<lil`lamb> ok

<diligently> great question rhonda

<lil`lamb> thanks judy :)

<opentext> would you consider Paul a mature Christian when he

 was writing his epistles?

<diligently> yes

<lil`lamb> yes

<opentext> Rom 1:1
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle,

 separated unto the gospel of God,
 (KJV)

<opentext> Gal 1:10
For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to

 please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of

 Christ. (KJV)

<diligently> was he always a mature Christian?

<opentext> lol...no

<lil`lamb> in my nkjv and niv it says instead of chiefest the word first

<opentext> def. for chiefest...

4413  protos-1) first in time or place; in any succession of things or persons 2) first in rank a) influence, honor b) chief  c) principal 3) first, at the first 

<opentext> would that not mean mature???

<lil`lamb> yes it would.  ok

<nucdad> in charge, not necessarily mature,

<lil`lamb> to be chief b/c (because) u (you) have to be mature?

<opentext> :-)

<opentext> exactly

<lil`lamb> ok

<opentext> Father is not going to place someone immature in charge

<nucdad> but,  can't immature person,  place themselves in charge and mislead????

<diligently> thank goodness  :-)

<opentext> that is why spells out clearly the qualifications for and elder or a deacon

<opentext> nucdad...yes many a man can place themselves in charge..... we here though, are talking about God's order...not man's

<nucdad> which is why we need to test the words or sermon against the word to know that they are of God? sorry,  just making sure,

<opentext> even more specifically....try the spirits...for even the devil knows God's Word...and can even appear as an angel of light

<lil`lamb> about the knocking thing, so it's ok to knock a 2nd or third time if it's a different question, or if God hasn't answered yet?? but not if you don't like the answer? what if you just aren't sure it's of God it would be lack of faith but wouldn't it be best to be sure?

<diligently> now that's a part i wish was not true in Fathers word.

<opentext> rhonda...that is where the **trying of our faith(the ability to trust and believe God) comes into play

<lil`lamb> sometimes i might get answers, but i'm not sure and i want to be sure

<opentext> i ask questions of Father ALL the time

<diligently> i wish the devil could not appear as an angel of light

<lil`lamb> so what did u (you)  mean about knocking a 2nd or third time??

<help-fish> he is the great deceiver

<opentext> judy...this is why we study for Father's approval...not any man's

<nucdad> we have to read the word,  sometimes the answer is there and we don't realize it,  God gives guidance that way

<at-peace> his workers can too, judy

<nucdad> many times I have had questions,  find that If I ask for guidance,  Father will open the word to me for understanding.

<diligently> yes

<at-peace> 2 Cor 11:14-15 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into

 an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.


 (KJV)

<opentext> rhonda...many people think that God will only answer one question a day...or one question a week

<lil`lamb> ohh ok

<opentext> John 16:13  Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will

 guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,


 (KJV)

<lil`lamb> so is it like, wrong for me to always come here for my questions instead of Father?

<opentext> God's Spirit should be our teacher and guide through the Word

<diligently> wow on verse john 16:13

<opentext> all i can do is point you to the Word, and give you words that may help your understanding....but it is still the Spirit of God that opens it to the individual. rhonda...it is fine to ask here...as you know that i will always point you to the Word...however not all preachers are going to do that

<nucdad> the disciples fellowshipped with one another  with spiritual

 guidance?  Fellowship is important too???

<help-fish> rhonda....the answers that you get here....you should be going back to the Word, to see if they line up with what Father has to say

<lil`lamb> oh ok so you are working for Father? so it's still like going to him?  oh ok help-fish, like take the verses and stuff

<opentext> yes stephanie

<opentext> rhonda..if you have ever noticed...all the answers that

 Father has me give here...are His Word...then you have to hear

 Father for how they apply

<lil`lamb> ok :)

<help-fish> make sure that what is being said in here is what the Bible also says

<lil`lamb> yes of course

<opentext> nucdad...fellowship is important, as well as knowing who it is that we are fellowshipping with

<Servant>  does not the Lord put people into our lives to help us reach spiritual maturity, and as long as "people" point us to His word and it lines up with scripture.  does that not make us bonded in fellowship?

<nucdad> true,  we come together as one, under God?

<opentext> stephanie...exactly....as long as w are keeping our eyes on Father...and not the person

<help-fish> for we are all one body

<Servant> and if we are bonded together keeping our eyes on Christ Jesus who is our intercessor

<Servant> to our heavenly Father

<opentext> exactly

<nucdad> we have to keep our eyes on Christ,  since we are different parts of the same body,  we each have a part to do for the whole, 

<Servant> we are bonded together as one

<opentext> nucdad...we have to remember that the Lord said the were many wolves in sheep's clothing out there...so we have to always be sure things line up with the Word

<Servant> each individual has a working component with which the Lord of heaven uses for His purpose

<help-fish> yes....and we can all have different insights that may help open something up for someone else

<at-peace> Eph 4:4-6  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling;
<at-peace> 5
One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. (KJV)

<nucdad> true,

<Servant> Amen and Amen

<opentext> one Lord...one faith...one body of Christ

<lil`lamb> one baptism which is the one of the holy spirit?

<help-fish> yes

<at-peace> yes

<lil`lamb> ok

<nucdad> I guess, that I am talking about,  parts of the whole,  and how they work together towards that ultimate goal of God,

<lil`lamb> not water?

<opentext> we are Christians....man put label on the works that he does....God's work are in those that are Christ like = Christians

<help-fish> water will only get you wet

<lil`lamb> hehe

<at-peace> nope, not water... it is the baptism of the Holy Sprit which is given unto us

<lil`lamb> my pastor said in the water, our flesh dies like Christ died or something

<opentext> each member o the body of Christ is very important...and when we fail to that which Father asks of us...it puts a strain or extra work load on the rest of the body

<nucdad> yepper,  those strains can tear a church apart.

<help-fish> water is a religious thing (outward sign and appearance) and can not save you....when you confess that Jesus Christ is both Lord and saviour and believe in your heart that you are baptized with the Holy Spirit and are saved

<opentext> rhonda...if there is only one baptism....that will get you into Father's kingdom...are you going to take the baptism of His Spirit...or being dunked in water by a man???

<lil`lamb> no, i know water baptism won't save u

<nucdad> help-fish,  then why was Jesus, baptized by John the Baptist with water????   Was that just for us to understand???

<lil`lamb> when we are saved we receive the holy spirit in us, but we still aren't baptized that means you can speak in tongues right?

<opentext> nucdad....Jesus Christ had to fulfill all of the law...or he would have sinned....and John himself said that he baptized with water...but He that came after him...would baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire

<nucdad> exactly,  thank you

<now-faith> being saved and receiving the seal of the Holy Spirit is spiritual baptism, rhonda

<opentext> rhonda...when you accepted Christ...did you accept all of Him or part of Him?

<lil`lamb> but isn't there such thing as speaking in tongues?

<lil`lamb> well maybe i should have but didn't accept all of him

<help-fish> yes there is....but it is not going to save you

<lil`lamb> i know it won't save u.   i know about salvation :)

<opentext> rhonda...listen a moment

<lil`lamb> ok

<opentext> you received all of Christ...but now you need to read the Christians operations manual...the Bible so that you can see all that you HAVE received, and how Father will allow you to put it into operation in your life

<lil`lamb> oh so i receive all of Christ just don't know what that means yet

<opentext> rhonda...you have a computer...it is yours...correct?

<now-faith> Eph 1:13  In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed​ ye were​ sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, (KJV)

<lil`lamb> yes it's mine

<opentext> do you know all it can do yet?? do you understand all of its functions??

<lil`lamb> i sure don't  …   hehe.  probably not even 0.99 %

<opentext> but, but...it is yours???

<lil`lamb> yes it is

<lil`lamb> i think i get it :)

<opentext> the same is true when we receive Christ...we have it ALL in that one package....now...we have to learn how to use it all

<diligently> and we  keep growing on a daily basis  right?

<opentext> and the Bible is what can show us that...if we will allow

 the Holy Spirit to guide us and teach us.  judy...yes

<lil`lamb> so when we are saved, we get the Holy Spirit, and that is the baptism? you see maybe i did learn wrong i learned that we receive the spirit in us then when we are baptized it comes UPON us and we can speak in tongues

<opentext> yes

<nucdad> we each receive different gifts,  from God,  some speak in tongues,  others teach,  etc.  each for the good of the whole,  as one body

<opentext> now it is waiting for Father to open it to us...or in other words reveal all that we have received

<nucdad> all,  at first?

<lil`lamb> so did i learn wrong????

<nucdad> curious,  on your question opentext?

<lil`lamb> i understand i have it all opentext, i just don't understand

 the other yet

<opentext> nucdad....if we received all of Christ....the  how can a person say that we only got bit and pieces of Him?

<nucdad> I am not saying that, I am saying that each of us receive different gifts from God.

<now-faith> rhonda, what larry is saying to nucdad will help with your question as well

<opentext> the gift is Christ!!!!!

<opentext> how the Holy Spirit operates within us is up to Father...not man

<lil`lamb> yes i see that when we accept Christ we receive all of him i see that

<nucdad> I agree,

<now-faith> right rhonda, you are *sealed* with the Holy Spirit,

 complete in Him

<Servant> Romans 6:23

<lil`lamb> i'm asking, are you saying, the baptism, the ONE baptism happens when we are saved?

<opentext> nucdad...in 1 Cor 12:1 the verse you are referring to...the word **gifts** is not in the Greek texts

<lil`lamb> yes :)

<opentext> rhonda yes

<nucdad> we all receive all of God,  but even though we receive it all,  not all of us play the piano,  or not all of us  sing

<opentext> what Paul is saying in that verse…is that concerning spiritual things...he would not have them ignorant

<lil`lamb> then how come some people cant speak in tongues until like hands are laid on them

<at-peace> we have that ability... yet it is whether or not Father is asking us to further develop in a particular area

<opentext> nucdad...you are comparing apples with oranges...and therefore rationalizing God by the physical...when all things are possible with God

<lil`lamb> so i could have the ability to do everything but maybe Father only wants me to do more in one area?  maybe Father doesn't want me to have tongues?

<nucdad> ok,  I agree that all things are possible through God,  and each of us receive the whole

<opentext> John 14:12  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.
 (KJV)

<opentext> nucdad...how can you do what He says here...unless you have all available to you???

<nucdad> at-peace summed up the answer for me,  thanks.  are you saying then that we come up short,  in not believing in the whole?

<at-peace> yes, rhonda.. or it may be more than one area.. it is also not limiting Father to one area either

<at-peace> it is doing what Father is asking of us, that matters most    :-)

<nucdad> sorry,  came in here to learn,   I am on a good upward curve!!!!!

<opentext> nucdad...yes for we have just told Father that He can do no more in us...beyond where we think we are developed to...or to what man has told us we have received

<lil`lamb> i'm a little confused and upset b/c (because) i have heard 2 different things i have been taught complete diff (different)  i been water baptized etc

<nucdad> amen,  at-peace

<nucdad> you too opentext!!

<now-faith> rhonda, that is what happened with many of us, which is a good example of why it comes down to studying the Word for ourselves and seeking Father's answers and not man's.

<nucdad> in other words we limit ourselves,

<opentext> nucdad...exactly

<lil`lamb> but in the Bible Jesus was baptized with water and took communion and i knew it wasn't the physical acts it's kind of symbolic i thought to do it

<nucdad> hang in there sometimes I am a slow learner,  hehehe

<now-faith> joyful you are seeking to learn, nucdad :-)

<Servant> i have had the same start    :-)    hang in there nucdad ....lol....

<opentext> rhonda....why not get the one issue cleared up first before throwing more gas on the fire???

<nucdad> lol,  kinda hard to find,  pastors' that want to speak spiritually,

<now-faith> lol

<shama> lol

<Servant> lol

<lil`lamb> sorry

<now-faith> most don't know how, nucdad

<now-faith> rhonda it is very exciting to see the eyes of your understanding being enlightened, don't be sorry!

<nucdad> yepper,  bummer though,   so many things could be done!!!

<opentext> kinda hard to find,  pastors' that know how to speak spiritually...for they were trained to imitate another man....and not Christ

<lil`lamb> just everything floods into my head

<nucdad> sorry,  pulled you away from lil`lamb 's questions I think,

<lil`lamb> no it's ok, nucdad

<now-faith> think your questions helped rhonda as well

<lil`lamb> yes

