January 15, 1998


<opentext> Father, we come before your throne this morning through Jesus Christ our Lord and saviour

<opentext> we thank you for this day that is set before us

<opentext> we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ who lights our path before us this day

<opentext> let your Holy Spirit be our teacher this day

<opentext> Father, we give you and you alone, all the praise, honor glory, and thanksgiving through Jesus Christ, for all that you have done for us this day, and all that you have yet in store for us

<opentext> we are doing a summary of Ephesians 6:10-20, that we have been covering for the last 3 weeks here

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:10

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:10) -- Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

<opentext> we have to be always mindful, of who and where ALL of our strength is from

<opentext> @read Philippians 4:13

<Chatbot> (Philippians 4:13) -- I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

<opentext> @read nehemiah 8:10

<Chatbot> (nehemiah 8:10) -- Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our LORD: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:11

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:11) -- Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

<opentext> put on...in the singular......the *whole* armor of God

<opentext> most only take a little dab, of what Father has made available to them

<opentext> note....that you may be able to stand.......against the wiles of the devil....

<opentext> stand means to know ones rights and authority

<opentext> unless we know our rights and authority in and through Christ Jesus, how can we ever stand against the devil?

<renewed> we can't

<opentext> most know what everyone else has to say about them, but very little of what Father has to say

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:12

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:12) -- For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

<opentext> most people are fighting against physical obstacles, whether it be people our places or things

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 10:4

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 10:4) -- (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

<opentext> carnal refers to the fleshly realm

<opentext> these  are young Christians that are still on the milk of the world

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 3:1

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 3:1) -- And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.

<opentext> how often do we fight against the physical, when it is a spiritual battle that we are in?

<renewed> almost all the time

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:13

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:13) -- Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

<opentext> note again.....the Word tells us to ***take the WHOLE armor of God****

<opentext> that ***you*** may be able to stand

<opentext> many times we go crying to God, asking Him to do something for us, and yet He has given us all that we need to be victorious

<opentext> @read 2coritnhians 2:14

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 2:14

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 2:14) -- Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savoir of his knowledge by us in every place.

<opentext> @read Romans 8:37

<Chatbot> (Romans 8:37) -- Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.

<opentext> and the end of that verse...and having done ALL...to know our rights and authority in Christ

<opentext> one thing that we have to keep in mind as we continue in our review of this section of scripture, is that Paul is using a roman soldier to depict the armor

<opentext> @Ephesians 6:14

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:14

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:14) -- Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

<opentext> this is the foundation of our walk with God......

<opentext> @read john 17:17

<Chatbot> (john 17:17) -- Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

<opentext> His Word is truth!!!! yet how often will we listen to others, before we will the Word of God?

<opentext> John 8:31-32

<opentext> 31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

<opentext> 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> note the key there...one has to **know** the truth

<opentext> also...the loins are the reproductive area...and unless we know the truth, how can we ever expect to point people to Father through Jesus Christ?

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:17

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 5:17) -- Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

<opentext> it is Christ, that one is able to become the new creation.....there is no other way

<opentext> @read john 14:6

<Chatbot> (john 14:6) -- Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

<opentext> we have to know the truth....to be set free...to remain that freedom that can only be in Christ

<opentext> we have to maintain this walk each and every day

<opentext> @read Colossians 1:23

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:23) -- If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;

<opentext> most people are concerned about yesterday and tomorrow, and forget that it is now faith that gets us through today

<opentext> the girdle is the foundation piece....all the other pieces of armor are dependent on that

<opentext> so if we are not rooted and grounded in the truth, what will we look like spiritually?

<mizpah^> very weak

<opentext> we will be in disarray, and have the appearance of untrained, and undisciplined troops

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:15

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:15) -- And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

<opentext> oops

<opentext> one to far....

<ByGrace> That is why the military continues to train all the time

<opentext> we still have the breastplate of righteousness

<ByGrace> because they have to keep sharp and be ready to fight the enemy

<opentext> exactly bygrace.....it is a constant thing, to keep the skills sharp and efficient

<ByGrace> Just showing up on Sunday morning does not make us a Christian

<opentext> the breastplate is attached to the girdle...this is what stabilizes it

<opentext> it keeps it from shifting...so that it was able to protect all the vital organs

<ByGrace> Its a active battle we live daily in which we must be protected.

<opentext> it becomes a battle, only when we neglect who we are in Christ....when we forget where our right standing with God comes by and through

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 1:30

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 1:30) -- But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

<opentext> @read 2corinthians 5:21

<Chatbot> (2corinthians 5:21) -- For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

<ByGrace> Uses this metaphor to make it easier for people to understand the power of the word

<opentext> Paul uses this, because it was a thing that the Ephesians were able to easy to relate to

<opentext> just as in the 23rd Psalms...David used the tools of the Shepherd to relate to it

<opentext> another thing to note, is that the breastplate only covered the front.....what about the back?

<mizpah^> Father covers the back

<renewed> the glory of the Lord is the rear guard ...

<opentext> yes, Father’s glory  brings up the rear guard

<opentext> @Ephesians 6:15

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:15

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:15) -- And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

<opentext> note again....***your feet****

<opentext> how often are we more concerned with where others are at, rather then working out our own salvation with fear and trembling

<mizpah^> yep...many do that

<renewed> to often ...

<opentext> larry is a full time job....and i have to know the Word of God for my life, to know that my next step is sure

<opentext> if one has no shoes on, and walks across a cinder path....how focused will you be on the task at hand

<renewed> not very focussed .... ouch ...

<opentext> @read psalms 119:105

<Chatbot> (psalms 119:105) -- Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

<opentext> we have to remember, that the lamp back then....only clearly illuminated the next step.....

<opentext> most of us want to see into next week...next month...next year.......and we have not yet finished our walk through today

<opentext> also, that verse says preparation.........that mean work on our part

<opentext> Eccl 12:9-12

<opentext> 9And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs.

<opentext> 10The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth.

<opentext> 11The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd.

<opentext> 12And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the flesh.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> in our present society......we have become accustomed to having everything instant......

<opentext> we do not want to have to do anything for it

<opentext> how many of us spend as much time each day, feeding and pampering the spirit man, as we do the flesh?

<renewed> not many

<opentext> we are more concerned with our outward appearance, then how we look before Father

<opentext> most gorge the flesh, and have the spirit man on an extended fast

<opentext> and then wonder why their walk with Father is shaky at best

<opentext> @read Philippians 3:13

<Chatbot> (Philippians 3:13) -- Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

<opentext> @read Philippians 3:14

<Chatbot> (Philippians 3:14) -- I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> our walk has to be focused on the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house

<opentext> Matt 7:13-14

<opentext> 13Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:

<opentext> 14Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> even if we think back to the parable of the **sower**.....it described paths to be chosen on which we would walk

<opentext> unless we are prepared in the Word, how will we know which path Father wants us on?

<renewed> we won't know ..

<opentext> most people make many wrong guesses, and then wonder where Father is at

<opentext> it says....we shall know the truth, and the truth shall makes us free

<opentext> many follow the wayside, the beaten down path tat the multitudes follow

<opentext> they base their decisions by the number of people that are taking that path

<opentext> if Noah would have based his decision on numbers, what would have happened to him?

<renewed> because they feel there is *safety* in numbers?

<renewed> Noah would have been destroyed with the rest ...

<mizpah^> he would have drowned

<opentext> exactly...they base their decisions on feelings, rather then knowledge

<opentext> the second path described was the stony ground

<opentext> pretty easy to twist and ankle there, if one is not constantly attentive to each step

<opentext> and, if Jesus Christ has brought down the mountain tops to fill in the valleys, and made straight the crooked paths....what are we doing out in a rough pathway?

<opentext> the third path, was that of the thorns and thistles....kind of hard to stay focused when always being poked, and distracted

<opentext> so...we have to be ...**prepared** in the truth of Gods Word, to know His direction for our life

<opentext> only when we stay focused on Father, can we find the straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house

<opentext> note...only one path of the 4, lead to Father's safety and security

<opentext> @read Colossians 1:13

<Chatbot> (Colossians 1:13) -- Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:

<opentext> Ps 37:23-24

<opentext> 23The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.

<opentext> 24Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> Read Ephesians 6:16

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:16

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:16) -- Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

<opentext> ****above all*****

<opentext> taking the shield of faith...........

<opentext> @read Romans 10:17

<Chatbot> (Romans 10:17) -- So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

<opentext> @read Ephesians 2:8

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 2:8) -- For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

<opentext> faith....my ability to believe and act upon God's Word for my life

<opentext> can we force what we know of the Word on anyone else?

<renewed> no

<mizpah^> no, we can't

<opentext> also.....

<opentext> since faith comes by the time hearing the Word of God.....

<opentext> if we but give Father 5 minutes a day...how big is our shield going to be?

<mizpah^> puny

<renewed> pretty small ....

<opentext> how many fiery darts will that stop?

<renewed> not many

<mizpah^> not many

<opentext> and when we get stung by the fiery darts, don't we usually want to blame God?

<mizpah^> yes

<aubrey> yes

<renewed> yes, that's sure been my tendency

<ByGrace> or you just try to work it out on your own

<opentext> it is only our time in the Word....that shows us the living waters of His Word, that are able to extinguish every fiery lie of the devil

<opentext> @read Revelation 22:1

<Chatbot> (Revelation 22:1) -- And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.

<opentext> note...water of life

<opentext> these are the living waters that will be captive in our life, when we take the time to study for Father's approval, and not man's

<opentext> Gal 1:11-12

<opentext> 11But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.

<opentext> 12For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the Revelation of Jesus Christ.

<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> have we forgot who our teacher should be?

<opentext> @read 1john 2:27

<Chatbot> (1john 2:27) -- But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

<opentext> this is why the Word tells us to be imitators of God...and not man

<opentext> most people quote preachers, books, or ideas

<opentext> but few, know how to quote the Word of God

<opentext> our idea of Christianity is that of a cookie factory

<opentext> and there is but one mold

<opentext> and we never allow God to operate outside of there

<opentext> @read Colossians 2:10

<Chatbot> (Colossians 2:10) -- And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

<opentext> we have to recognize our power source

<opentext> @read 1corinthians 1:24

<Chatbot> (1corinthians 1:24) -- But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

<opentext> the more we learn of the Word.....the more of a servant we become

<opentext> above all...taking.....the shield of faith.......how much time does Father get with you in His Word each day?

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:17

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:17) -- And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

<opentext> and take....the helmet of salvation........renewing of the mind....with the Word of God

<opentext> most often, we renew it with everything but.......

<opentext> @read Philippians 4:8

<Chatbot> (Philippians 4:8) -- Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

<opentext> all these things point to Christ....yet that is not what we meditate on

<opentext> @read Joshua 1:8

<Chatbot> (Joshua 1:8) -- This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

<opentext> we are to pray without ceasing....constantly talking with Father

<opentext> we also have to remember, that in a conversation, one also has to shut their mouth once in a while, to hear the other person

<opentext> hmmm...maybe why Father said faith comes by hearing....we have to be listening to ***hear*** Father's counsel

<opentext> if our mouth is always flapping, how can our mind be renewed with His Word?

<opentext> think on these things.

<opentext> to stop and ponder...to meditate......to give audience to

<opentext> as we have noticed...or should have noticed, as we have been doing an overview on these verse this morning.....

<opentext> that the truth is Christ

<opentext> the righteousness of God is Christ

<opentext> the gospel of peace is Christ

<opentext> the measure of faith is according to the measure of the gift of Christ

<opentext> a mind can only be renewed by the Word of God...which is Christ

<opentext> and if these are not in proper working order, how can we expect to use the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God?

<mizpah^> we can't

<renewed> nope, we can't

<opentext> instead of ministering the Word of life most of the time....we use the sword to destroy each other, instead of give life

<opentext> @read 2timothy 2:15

<Chatbot> (2timothy 2:15) -- Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

<opentext> this is why we are to study for Father's approval, and not man's

<opentext> @read Ephesians 6:18

<Chatbot> (Ephesians 6:18) -- Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

<opentext> most people with the armor quit after verse 17, and yet it all leads and builds to verses 18 through 20

<opentext> tomorrow we will conclude our summary on Ephesians 6:10-20

<renewed> what does supplication mean?

<opentext> 1162  deesis (deh'-ay-sis);

<opentext> from 1189; a petition: 

<opentext> KJV-- prayer, request, supplication.

<opentext> 1162  deesis-

<opentext> 1) need, indigence, want, privation, penury 

<opentext> 2) a seeking, asking, entreating, entreaty to God or to man

<opentext> Father knows what we have need of before we ***ask***

<opentext> @read Matthew 7:7

<Chatbot> (Matthew 7:7) -- Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:

