15 November 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this time that we can come to you through Jesus Christ, to receive of you and from you the very essence of life which is essential for us to walk in and maintain our new life in Christ this day.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:17-18, 17[After all] the kingdom of God is not a matter of [getting the] food and drink [one likes], but instead it is righteousness (that state which makes a person acceptable to God) and [heart] peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 He who serves Christ in this way is acceptable and pleasing to God and is approved by men. AMP

 

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, then all that one has need of will be added unto them.

<opentext> Seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, at all times, in every situation, not just when it seems or appears appropriate.

<opentext> How hard is it though, for one to do this? How difficult is it for a person to maintain their focus in and on the living Word at all times in all situations?

<helpmate> things can happen so fast and the cares of this world are always out there shouting to drown out the still small voice of God

<opentext> There are so many distractions during any given day, but this is why one has to pray without ceasing; why they have to meditate in the Word day and night, and not be moved away from the hope of the gospel that is within them.

<opentext> One does not always consider the many distractions that Jesus Christ had in His daily life. And one is not always attentive as to how He maintained His relationship with the Father, because they are so busy looking at the end results [miracles] of that relationship, rather then the essence of it.

<opentext> Jesus Christ always sought to do those things that were pleasing to the Father. By doing this, He had and maintained the peace of God which passes all of the understanding of the lower nature.

<opentext> It was this manner of life and living that allowed Him to remain independent of the external circumstances, and remain focused in and on that which Father asked of Him.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one allow the external circumstances in their life to dictate the situation, rather then one holding fast the profession of faith?

<helpmate> it can and does happen, sometimes without one realizing what has happened

<opentext> How often are the comments that other people make have more affect on us then what God's Word tells us?

<helpmate> not like it used to, but one needs to keep renewed so we are aware when it does start to happen…day by day

<opentext> That is why Paul says in verse 17, that having and maintaining the righteousness of God, brings about that joy and peace in the Spirit, which then allows one to rise above the conflicts of the lower nature, and to continue pressing for the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

<opentext> What if we were as diligent at feeding and maintaining our spiritual man, as we are the carnal man?

<helpmate> there would hardly ever be any problems that we could not handle

<opentext> Thus we can see why in verse 18 that Paul then says that if we apply verse 17 to our lives, then one will have a life that is pleasing and acceptable to God. This was the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow after.

<opentext> Now even though Jesus Christ was approved by man, as being someone special, did that mean that they accepted Him and what He stood for?

<helpmate> no, not at all…they still did not like what He stood for, to follow Him they would have to give up a lifestyle that they had become accustomed to, and they could not part with the things of the flesh

<opentext> Yet how often is it that people try to base their relationship with God an how other people respond to them? 

<helpmate> most see it as success or failure…they do not see it as rejection to God's word but a rejection of them as a person

<opentext> So we can see then why our life and walk then has to be based in an on spiritual values as set forth by the Word of God, and not the leanings and trappings of the lower nature.

<opentext> Arguing and disputing about what to eat or not to eat; which days are holier then others; these are trappings and conflicts of the lower nature. I can pray any time, anywhere. I can communicate with Father any time any place, even if my long distance calling plan is short of minutes.

<opentext> The key is that one continues to "walk in the Spirit" and not allowing the conflicts of the lower nature to determine which path that i will walk this day.

<opentext> In each and every instance, one has to make the determination of whether they are going to seek to be pleasing to Father through Jesus Christ, or to pacify those that are around them.

<opentext> Whether they are going to seek the approval of man, or whether their life is predicated on hearing Father saying, well done child.

<opentext> Which path will you choose to follow this day?
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