15 May 2004 Saturday Food for thought!

            In the world, but not being a part of the world; how does one accomplish this; to be in the world, but to remain independent from it?

John 8:25-29 They said to him, "Just who are you anyway?" Jesus said, "What I've said from the start. 26 I have so many things to say that concern you, judgments to make that affect you, but if you don't accept the trustworthiness of the One who commanded my words and acts, none of it matters. That is who you are questioning — not me but the One who sent me." 27 They still didn't get it, didn't realize that he was referring to the Father. 28 So Jesus tried again. "When you raise up the Son of Man, then you will know who I am — that I'm not making this up, but speaking only what the Father taught me. 29 The One who sent me stays with me. He doesn't abandon me. He sees how much joy I take in pleasing him." (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

John 8:25-29 Then they said to Him, Who are You anyway? Jesus replied, [Why do I even speak to you!] I am exactly what I have been telling you from the first. 26 I have much to say about you and to judge and condemn. But He Who sent Me is true (reliable), and I tell the world [only] the things that I have heard from Him. 27 They did not perceive (know, understand) that He was speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus added, When you have lifted up the Son of Man [on the cross], you will realize (know, understand) that I am He [for Whom you look] and that I do nothing of Myself (of My own accord or on My own authority), but I say [exactly] what My Father has taught Me. 29 And He Who sent Me is ever with Me; My Father has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him. AMP

            Taking pleasure in doing all that the Father asks of us, is also what pleases Father, and keeps one from being contaminated by the world. If Father is your total focus, just as it was for Jesus Christ, then one will not be swayed or detoured by any of the obstacles that the world tries to place before us. Today, is pleasing Father the total focus and purpose of your existence, or do you have other priorities before Him or instead of Him? Food for thought!
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