15 March 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

[05:04] <at-peace> Father we thank you for this time you have set aside and established for us to fellowship together to learn and grow in grace in the intimacy of the Spirit which enables us to remain delivered today that we may honor you through our Lord Jesus Christ.

 

<opentext> For the last few weeks we have been in chapter five of the book of Romans. And we are seeing how essential our hearing the Message delivered to us by Christ Jesus is, in establishing our peace [end of hostilities to and for] with God, so that we may go before Him to find grace and mercy in our time of need [when tribulation or persecution arises].

<opentext> And because of this peace of God, one is able to face and overcome any and all adversities that arise before them.

<opentext> And this is possible, because one is able to recognize how great His love for us is, and that this great love has been made available to us.

<opentext> It is easy to study some verses, and then as soon as one is past them, the tendency is to forget them. Yet, what one has to remember, that all the promises of God are always applicable, as they show and define the character of Christ within us.

<opentext> So even though we are now resuming the studies at verses five and six, one has to remain cognizant of all the verses that have led up to this place, so that one's vision of who they are in Christ is more clearly defined.

<opentext> How easy is it to forget or misplace verses, after one has spent a little time studying them?

<chosen> we can do that when we are in too much of a hurry to hear what is next, rather than remaining in this moment

<disciple> trying to outrun the race, rather than run it

 

<opentext> Rom 5:1-5, 5:1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; 4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. KJV

 

<opentext> SO we can then see, how that the scriptures are precept upon precept, line upon line; building a good foundation on the cornerstone of our faith, to give us a clear and concise vision of the revelation of His Son within us.

<opentext> Thus why we are not to allow the Word to slip [not forgetting the things which we have heard].

<opentext> And, we can then see how verse five then gives us further understanding of that which transpired in the opening verses of this chapter, so that one is able to understand how the love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts, the precious gift given to us.

 

<opentext> Rom 5:6, For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. KJV

 

<opentext> Now in verse six, we can hear and see Paul reminding us of what we were like before the gift was accepted by the believer. That one was totally without strength, for [Christ the power and wisdom of God] without Him, we can do nothing.

<opentext> What would happen if you had a picture, and it was cut it into 20 pieces, and you looked at one piece, and tried to comprehend what the picture was?

<disciple> couldn't tell what the complete picture looked like from that one piece

<chosen> it would be hard to see what the whole picture is meant to be

 

<opentext> So then what happens when one tries to operate in and on only a part of that which God has revealed to them?

<disciple> we are not allowing ourselves to be complete in Him, but only giving Him a small piece and receiving the same from Him

<chosen> we would be neglecting the fulness of the revelation of Christ within us

 

<opentext> Note that Paul tells us that the love of God has been shed abroad in our hearts. And since we know [or should know] that we are complete in Him, we have to live in the whole, the full counsel of God, since each and every part of it [His love] is essential for our well being.

<opentext> Well we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. How hard is it to do something, for someone that is totally unthankful, fully undeserving of that which we are about to do for them?

<chosen> very hard    <disciple> very difficult

 

<opentext> So then we can see how that when we were in a totally undeserving state of being, that Christ died for us, that our fellowship with God might be restored, as we hear and comprehend the Message delivered to us by and through Christ [the ultimate sacrifice to bring about restoration between God and man], thus making available to us, the grace of God which then enables us to overcome any and all obstacles that one may face. This is the love of God that is the gift to us, that when accepted, is shed abroad in our hearts, which gives us His total strength at our every beckon and call.

<opentext> Yet, how often does one feel that they are lacking?

<disciple> anytime we look at ourselves rather than Christ in us, we will see ourselves lacking...He is the power and wisdom of God within us

<chosen> in some areas at times

 

<opentext> I can do all things through Christ [Christ, the power and wisdom of God] who is my strength, my fortress. This is the gift of God given to you and for you, to live and operate in this day, complete, and lacking in nothing.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<disciple> o/   <opentext> yes miz

<disciple> "since we know [or should know] that we are complete in Him"  even if we are not utilizing all that Father has given us, we are still complete in Him...even as we only use a small piece of Him?

<opentext> If you have a new car, even though you do not understand how everything still works, is the whole car still yours?

<disciple> yes

<opentext> And so with Christ, a matter of becoming aware of all that one received in and with the gift of Christ. Growing up into Him in all things.

<opentext> that help?   <disciple> yes, thank you, brother
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