15 June 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and opportunity to serve you in Spirit and in Truth, and pray that we would be attentive to every word you speak that we may be completely furnished unto all good works giving you all the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. KJV

 

<opentext> The law could point out sin in one's life, but was not able to stop sin in a persons life. Thus why God sent His Son in the flesh of Jesus of Nazareth, as the example of how obedience to the Spirit of Christ enabled a person to be able to live a life that would be pleasing to the Father.

<opentext> That the righteousness of the law, might be fulfilled in us. God has made the provision necessary for us to live in agreement with Him and His will, yet, it is still a matter of choice for each and every person.

 

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:13 And not as Moses, which put a vail over his face, that the children of Israel could not stedfastly look to the end of that which is abolished: 14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done away in Christ. 15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart.16 Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. 17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. KJV

 

<opentext> If, any man be in Christ, He is a new creation! Old things have passed away! For by the Spirit of Christ, one is able to walk and live in that newness of life in and with His Spirit.

<opentext> Yet, what does it take to walk in the Spirit, and not live and operate in the flesh [lower nature, on the wrong side of the vail]?

<helpmate> being constantly renewed in His words of truth

<at-peace> commitment to God and His Word, allowing our minds to be renewed daily 

<at-peace> and obedience    <helpmate> a doer...not a hearer only

<opentext> So then, one is able to recognize, that to walk in the Spirit, then one must be in agreement with Him and His Spirit. Or, as the Lord said, walking in unison with Him and His yoke. 

<opentext> How fine is that line between the walk of the flesh and the Spirit?

<helpmate> very thin…no in between

<at-peace> life or death... one choice away

 

<opentext> Rom 8:3The law always ended up being used as a Band-Aid on sin instead of a deep healing of it. 4 And now what the law code asked for but we couldn't deliver is accomplished as we, instead of redoubling our own efforts, simply embrace what the Spirit is doing in us.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Isn't it also a fine line, in one doing those things that please self, and those things that are pleasing to the Father?

<helpmate> yes    <chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

<opentext> And yet, in knowing this, how easy is it for a person to place their own thoughts and motivations ahead of God's purpose and plan?

<helpmate> very easy is we do not keep our mind renewed day by day

<chosen> easy if we don't keep watch

<opentext> Two people can be asked to do the same thing; one responds, oh alright God, i will do it....while the other responds....wow, what a joy and pleasure to hear and obey Father this day. Both went about doing what they were asked, yet, what is the difference between the two?

<helpmate> Father loves a joyful giver....the other sounds like he was being forced into doing it

<chosen> different attitude of the heart

<opentext> The difference between the flesh and the Spirit. One did it with anticipation of what it could get out of it...life in the flesh...while the other was overjoyed at the aspect of being able to give back to God, living and walking in His Spirit.

<helpmate> yes, doing it to see what was in it for him

<opentext> Yet, if one is not being attentive, maintaining the ability to discern between good and evil, how easy is it to be swayed or coerced from the strait and narrow path of life in the Spirit?

<helpmate> very easy...they will be tossed to and fro  <at-peace> very easy

 

<opentext> Rom 8:5 Those who think they can do it on their own end up obsessed with measuring their own moral muscle but never get around to exercising it in real life. Those who trust God's action in them find that God's Spirit is in them — living and breathing God! (from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> How often does one see and hear people talking about all that they have done for God? [almost seems like they are trying to earn merit badges]

<at-peace> have often heard and seen it   <chosen> most do

<opentext> Or, how often does one hear people try to barter with God? That is, God, if you do this for me, then i will do that which you are asking.

<helpmate> have often heard that

<opentext> That fine line between walking and living in the flesh, on the wrong side of the vail, or living life in the Spirit. It takes one full attentiveness, in order to hear that which God asks, and to respond in a life and manner that is pleasing to Him. 

<opentext> Thus we are able to clearly see the life and example that Jesus of Nazareth gave us by obedience to the Spirit of Christ within Him.

<opentext> It is not by my power, or by the might of muscles i have developed, but it is only able to be accomplished in my life, by and through His Spirit.

 

(
Copyright © 2004 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved
