15 July 2004 Thursday Bible study

 

<chosen> we thank you Father that your Word is truth and life, and able to lead us in your righteousness this day as we allow it... we pray that we will give heed to your voice as you speak to us individually through your Word, as we allow it to be that which we seek this day, through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 8:16-17, 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. KJV

  

<opentext> His Spirit bears witness with out spirit, faith to faith, truth begets truth, and it is His Word that is able to set us free, and then maintain that liberty which is only in Christ.

 <opentext> Now also notice in verse 16, that Paul tells us that "we are" the children of God. That we do attain that status now, and that we then await [holding fast our profession of faith without wavering] the adoption to be finalized.

 

<opentext> Yet, do you always think or act like you are His child, now?

 <chosen> not always

 <helpmate> not always, but we are to sit together in heavenly places and we can not do that if we are not one of His children

 

<opentext> Then notice how Paul continues, And "if" children of His, then we are heirs, heirs "of" God. One does not always think of themselves as an intimate, integral part of God's family.

<opentext> And if heirs of God, then joint-heirs with Christ. As Paul talks about in Ephesians 5, that a man needs to leave behind their father and mother, and be joined to their wife. Yet, Paul says that he is speaking concerning Christ and the church. An intimate union with Christ, joined with Him.

<opentext> And if we are joined with Him, then we are in that position and place where the Father has placed Him as well.

 

<opentext> Just as Jesus of Nazareth could do nothing [of obedience and faithfulness] without Christ, neither can we. Yet, how often does one try or attempt to do things apart from Christ, and then wonder why failure happened?

 <chosen> at times

 <helpmate> when it fails, i know why

 <greg> whatsoever is not of faith is sin which leads to separation

 <at-peace> when one leans to their own understanding

 

<opentext> Now also notice in verse 17, that as soon as Paul finishes describing our place in Father's kingdom and realm, and our place in and with Christ, he then talks about then suffering with Him also. The world and all of it's worldly people rejected Him. So if they rejected Him, and we are a part of Him, what do you think we should then expect from the world and it's people?

 <at-peace> if they hated Him they will also hate us

 <chosen> the exact same

 

<opentext> So then why at times, do you expect to be treated differently then He was?

  

<opentext> Isa 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. KJV

  

<opentext> Doesn't one at times want to inherit all the things which they consider good, and ignore or reject all of the things that they consider to be detrimental?

 <helpmate> yes…but that is not reality

 <greg> if we lose our life we will save it, most hang onto the things that are detrimental

 

<opentext> So then, we can see what it means to be yoked with Him. To be a joint-heir with Him. Joined with Him in all things, and likewise we then are able to share in all aspects His resurrection.

  

<opentext> Rom 8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. KJV

  

<opentext> If we lose sight of the victory that is in Him, how can one deal with any adversity that may come their way?

 <helpmate> one will not be able to

 <chosen> wont be able to

 <at-peace> without light one would never see it coming

 

<opentext> Remember in Galatians, Paul told us that as it was only as he forsook all that tied him to this earthly realm, that Father was then able to reveal His Son within Paul. So if we attempt to hang onto any of those things of the former self, how can one really expect Father to reveal His Son within us?

 <helpmate> one should not but many think that He still will, and has

 

<opentext> How often does one listen to the devil and focus on the problem[the mountain] rather then hearing Father for the solution(s)?

 <at-peace> probably more often than one should

 <helpmate> for most that can hear try not to hear because they know what Father is saying to them is something that they do not want to hear

 

<opentext> Today, one must keep fresh in their heart and mind, that He has overcome the world, and if i am joined to and with Him, then i to am able to share in that victory, for i am always able to be victorious in Christ.
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