Bible Study Monday 15 July 2002


 

In spite of what one may think or believe, it is as one thinks within their heart, that will set their course for the day.

Philippians 4:8 Now, brothers, practice thinking on what is true, what is honorable, what is right, what is pure, what is lovable, what is high-toned, yes, on everything that is excellent or praiseworthy. (William's New Testament)

 

What course have your thoughts set for you this day? What direction do your thoughts have you traveling in?

 

We are told to meditate in the Word both day and night. His Word is what should be surrounding our every thought, our every action, at all times, not just when it seems convenient.

 

Practice surrounding yourself with thoughts that will keep your actions and life in agreement with God and His Word. In other words, apply to your life, the principles of God’s Word, so that they are what will guide you through each and every step of the day.

 

Yet, how often does one only think about the things of God, when troubles or problems arise?

 

[Finally, brethren] The object of the apostle is to recommend holiness and righteousness to them in every point of view; and to show that the Gospel of Christ requires all its professors to have the mind that was in Christ, and to walk as he himself also walked. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

In other words, Paul is telling them to surround their hearts and minds with the living Word of God, so that the Word will be the controlling force in their life.

 

That they were not to attend to one branch of righteousness or virtue only, but to everything by which they might bring honour to God, good to their fellow creatures, and credit to themselves. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

Isn’t it easy to only focus on one area of one’s life, and ignore the rest? What if we only washed one part of the body, and ignored the rest; what do you think would happen? The Word tells us that in all of our ways, we are to acknowledge Him. So, we can then begin to see the importance of one keeping their heart and mind surrounded with His Word.

 

Psalms 113:3 From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD's name is to be praised. KJV

 

[From the rising of the sun] From morning to evening be always employed in the work. Or it may be a call on all mankind to praise God for his innumerable mercies to the human race. Praise him from one end of the world unto the other. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

God's name is to be praised; it ought to be praised by all nations; for in every place, from east to west, there appear the manifest proofs and products of his wisdom, power, and goodness; and it is to be lamented that so great a part of mankind are ignorant of Him, and give that praise to others which is due to him alone. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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