15 December 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time that we can gather together before you to receive the living waters and bread of life, the essence of Christ, that is essential to nourish and sustain us at this moment in our walk through this life on our journey home.

<opentext> Rom 15:7-8, 7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. 8 Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers: KJV

 

<opentext> So if we will recall the way that the amplified translation stated this: Rom 15:7-8, 7 Welcome and receive [to your hearts] one another, then, even as Christ has welcomed and received you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ (the Messiah) became a servant and a minister to the circumcised (the Jews) in order to show God's truthfulness and honesty by confirming (verifying) the promises [given] to our fathers, AMP

<opentext> To receive the people into our hearts, with the express purpose of encouraging and exhorting; that we would be that resting place where they would be able to be fed with the strong meat of the Word, and encouraged in the essence of Christ.

<opentext> However, if one is not sure of who they are in Christ, how effective can they be to encourage someone else, let alone themselves?

<at-peace> without that confidence one would be lacking

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:1-3, 1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not 
carnal, and walk as men? KJV

<opentext> If we will recall yesterday's study, how that Jesus Christ stands at the door of our heart and knocks, waiting for permission to enter in, and fellowship with us and supply that daily bread that we have need of. Now consider that for a moment, that He wants to enter in and supply our daily, this moment need.

<opentext> Now often times people allow others into their heart, but do not allow Christ. They allow others in and  to feed them (and few have any clue of what they are being fed), and yet are dull of hearing when it comes to counsel and instruction from Christ.

<opentext> Now look at Paul's description there in Corinthians on how he describes those who have not been properly fed; notice the traits of the lower nature that are stated there. 
And isn't this what we see with people when there is a lack of knowledge of Christ, and there place where they should be that active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ?
 <at-peace> yes, there becomes an attitude of respecting another man's person

<opentext> If one is not able to adequately feed themselves, and yet receives or welcomes others into their heart, their home, of what effect will they have on those that have come in?

<at-peace> minding the fleshly things, instead of the spiritual things above…they would be of little or no effect concerning the things of God

<opentext> Two cannot walk together unless they be agreed. So for people to remain in fellowship, companionship, with those who are likeminded, what do you think the end result will be? And especially if those in question are only on the milk of the Word, rather then the meat of the Word?

<at-peace> having begun in the spirit, they may begin to try to perfect it in the flesh, thus making the truth of no effect …for those who are grounded and settled it will be to the furtherance of the gospel of Christ, growth and maturity in Christ, being of one mind and one accord worshiping and praising God in Spirit and in Truth

<opentext> Thus why Paul states in Hebrews how strong meat (a maturing and developing relationship in and with Christ) belongs to those who continue to seek Him in a now faith mode of operation. Those that are focused on remaining seated in Him and with Him, rather then wasting their time arguing and debating the conflicts of the lower nature (that is baptisms, feast days or sabbaths, laying on of hands and such).

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are encouraged to study to show ourselves approved unto God, a workman or laborer in His vineyard, who has taken the time with Father, for His wisdom and counsel so that they are able to rightly divide the Word of truth, and thus able to stand before Him with confidence as His child.

<opentext> Yet, how many believers have any working knowledge of what Paul is stating here in Romans, about receiving people into our hearts and lives?

<at-peace> few

<opentext> Narrow and strait is the gate and path that leads to eternal life, and few are there that find it.

<at-peace> the majority looks to see how they can help according the physical and not the spiritual

<opentext> Exactly, because they still are stuck on the wrong side of the veil of the flesh. They are bound by the laws of the carnal or lower nature, and have no concept of what it is to be an active participant in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> So it shows us also how vital it is that one does not hide or bury this precious gift that they have received; but rather to go through the instruction manual to learn and then put into practice the unlimited resources that this gift of Christ has brought to their life.

<opentext> Thus why Paul said that Jesus Christ is the minister of circumcision for the truth of God; that is that in Him the things that are of importance to the lower nature are cut off and discarded, lest they become a place where infection can come in and bring eternal ruin to a persons life.

<opentext> Thus we can see more clearly why we are told to seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, then those things of essence for active participation in and of the divine nature will be revealed and supplied to us, so that we can live this moment in agreement with God, because we have heard His Message, received it into our hearts and lives and allowed it to nourish and sustain us, because it is an actual way of life and living.

<opentext> any  questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/

<opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> the study brought to mind Matt 25:34-40... having that compassion to feed them with the heavenly manna, so that they can be clothed in His righteousness and partake of the living waters of the spiritual life that will sustain them in Christ

<opentext> People want to live the life that Jesus Christ did (the signs, wonders and miracles) but few have any comprehension of  what it took for Him to live that life, and even fewer are willing to make that commitment 

<at-peace> Matt 25:40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. (KJV)
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