Bible Study Monday 15 April 2002

 

Reverence God! Easy for one to mouth these words, but quite another thing to live it.

 

John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. KJV

Why does one call Him Lord, and yet live in contradiction to His Word?

 

Matthew 15:8-9 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. (KJV)

 

That whatever outward shew and profession of religion men make, if their hearts be not right with God, and what they do proceeds not from an inward principle of love and obedience to God, they are under the reign and power of hypocrisy. (From William Burkitt’s Commentary)

 

Love and obedience to God and His Word, how often one hears those words, but how often are they taken to heart, and set as the guiding principle of one’s life? Often times one gives God lip service but forgets as soon as they leave His presence. 

 

Matthew 15:8 “'THIS IS A PEOPLE WHO HONOUR ME WITH THEIR LIPS, WHILE THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME; 9 BUT IT IS IN VAIN THEY WORSHIP ME, WHILE THEY LAY DOWN PRECEPTS WHICH ARE MERE HUMAN RULES.'" (Weymouth translation)

 

They approached the ordinances of God, and drew nigh to him, and attended him in outward worship; they prayed unto him publicly, and constantly, in the streets, in the synagogues, and temple, and with much seeming devotion and sanctity: (From John Gill Commentary)

 

It is easy for the flesh to follow the crowd. It is quite common for people to justify themselves by coming into agreement with that which the majority is doing. How often does one hear it said that they will comply with what the majority says? What if Noah would have sided with the majority?

 

How often is it that people imitate that which they see others doing, without having an understanding of why things are being said or done? 

 

and honoureth me with their lips: they owned him to be their creator and preserver; they made their boast of him, and of their knowledge of him, as the one only living, and true God, and as the God of Israel; they brought their sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving, even the fruit of their lips, unto him, for their many peculiar mercies, privileges, and favours, as a nation, church, and people, and with much seeming sincerity and affection. (From John Gill Commentary)

 

The true worship of God consists in the union of the heart to him-- where this exists not, a particle of the spirit of devotion cannot be found. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

When men's inventions are tacked to God's institutions, and imposed accordingly, this is hypocrisy, a mere human religion. The commandments of men are properly conversant about the things of men, but God will have his own work done by his own rules, and accepts not that which he did not himself appoint. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)

 

It is easy for one to fool their fellow man. However, God looks in and, on the thoughts, and the intents of the heart, and there is nothing that one can hide from Him. One must worship Him in Spirit, and in truth!

 

But their heart is far from me; they had no true love to God, nor faith in him, nor fear of him; they were not at all concerned for his presence with them, or for communion with him, or for his honour and glory; their hearts were in the world, and after their covetousness; they made religion a tool to their secular purposes, supposing gain to be godliness; sought the applause of men, and contented themselves with bodily exercise; having no regard to internal religion, powerful godliness, or where their hearts were, so be it, their bodies were presented to God in public worship; and what they did it was to be seen and approved of men, not caring what the searcher of hearts knew concerning them, or what he required of them. (From John Gill Commentary)

 

[In vain they do worship me, teaching, for doctrines, the commandments of men.] By the traditions of the elders, not only the word of God was perverted, but his worship also was greatly corrupted. But the Jews were not the only people who have acted thus: whole Christian churches, as well as sects and parties, have acted in the same way. Men must not mould the worship of God according to their fancy-- it is not what they think will do-- is proper, innocent, etc., but what God himself has prescribed, that he will acknowledge as his worship. However sincere a man may be in a worship of his own invention, or of man's commandment, yet it profits him nothing. Christ himself says it is in vain. To condemn such, may appear to some illiberal; there is no excuse for the man who has the Bible before him. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

One often forgets that the Word tells us that the salvation of God has appeared to all men. Yet, how often does one believe what the Word says? So, if it has appeared to all men, why are so few willing to adhere to it? Can there be so many different interpretations of it?

 

Their worship does not attain the end for which it was appointed; it will neither please God, nor profit themselves. If it be not in spirit, it is not in truth, and so it is all nothing. That man who only seems to be religious, but is not so, his religion is vain <James 1:26>; and if our religion be a vain oblation, a vain religion, how great is that vanity! How sad is it to live in an age of prayers and sermons, and sabbaths and sacraments, in vain, to beat the air in all these; it is so, if the heart be not with God in them. Lip-labour is lost labour, <Isa. 1:11>. (From Matthew Henry's Commentary)
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