Bible Study Thursday 14 November 2002

 

Are you following the crowd, or following Christ?

 

1 Corinthians 11:1 Be imitators of me, in so far as I in turn am an imitator of Christ. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

We often think of Christ Jesus as the perfect example, but seldom think of Him as the perfect listener.

 

Romans 10:17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

[So then faith cometh by hearing] Preaching the Gospel is the ordinary means of salvation; faith in Christ is the result of hearing the word, the doctrine of God preached. Preaching, God sends; if heard attentively, faith will be produced; and if they believe the report, the arm of the Lord will be revealed in their salvation. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

" The grace of faith is wrought by the Spirit in the act of hearing: and the matter heard by which this faith is wrought, is the word of God preached. Persons must hear, that they may believe; and God's word must be preached, that they may hear. A non-preaching minister then is no minister; he is like a bell without a clapper, or a crier without a voice; he neither answers the design of his commission, nor the end of the gospel's institution, which was to be the instrumental mean of faith. Faith is by hearing. (From William Burkitt Commentary)

 

The gospel is given, not only to be known and believed, but to be obeyed. It is not a system of notions, but a rule of practice. The beginning, progress, and strength of faith is by hearing. But it is only hearing the word, as the word of God that will strengthen faith. (From Matthew Henry Commentary)

 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 And for this further reason we render unceasing thanks to God, that when you received God's Message from our lips, it was as no mere message from men that you embraced it, but as - what it really is - God's Message, which also does its work in the hearts of you who believe. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

[Ye received the word of God] Ye received the doctrine of God, not as anything fabricated by man, but as coming immediately from God himself, we being only his messengers to declare what he had previously revealed to us. And ye have had the fullest proof that ye have not believed in vain; for that doctrine, under the power and influence of the Holy Spirit, has worked most powerfully in you, filling you with light, life, and holiness. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)
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