14 May 2004 Friday Food for thought!

 

John 17:14-17 I gave them your word; The godless world hated them because of it, Because they didn't join the world's ways, 15 Just as I didn't join the world's ways. I'm not asking that you take them out of the world  But that you guard them from the Evil One. 16 They are no more defined by the world  Than I am defined by the world. 17 Make them holy — consecrated — with the truth; Your word is consecrating truth. (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

James 4:4-6 You're cheating on God. If all you want is your own way, flirting with the world every chance you get, you end up enemies of God and his way. 5 And do you suppose God doesn't care? The proverb has it that "he's a fiercely jealous lover." 6 And what he gives in love is far better than anything else you'll find. It's common knowledge that "God goes against the willful proud; God gives grace to the willing humble." (From THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 


We are in the world, but we are to be separate from it [the world and its ways]. Many people, many Christians, see nothing wrong with flirting with the world, or even trying to tantalize the world into coming in with them. Paul said it well, that we are to come out from among them, and to be separate from them. 

 


One does not have to be looking for poison ivy, to be contaminated by it. Just being in the vicinity of it, and without knowing it brush up against it, and soon enough one will be irritated and agitated by it. The contamination will be there.

 


Thus, why one should understand why the Lord said, that we are in the world, but we do not join in the ways of the world. Today, are you joining in the ways of the world? Are you allowing the world to define who you are? Food for thought!
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