14 March 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for your blessings, for all that you have given to us through Christ... we pray that we will remain faithful to all that you ask of us this day, that you might be glorified... we thank you for your Words of truth and for taking this time to speak to us through your Son Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 11:33, Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unfathomable (inscrutable, unsearchable) are His judgments (His decisions)! And how untraceable (mysterious, undiscoverable) are His ways (His methods, His paths)! AMP

 

<opentext> As we should recall last study, we were talking how that those that are not active participants in and of the divine nature, that His ways do seem and appear to be beyond finding out.

<opentext> But also, if one is not being attentive to His Word, to His voice, then they too will miss His counsel. After all, faith is by hearing.

 

<opentext> Rom 11:34, For who has known the mind of the Lord and who has understood His thoughts, or who has [ever] been His counselor? AMP

 

<opentext> So Paul continues this thought in this verse, but from just a bit of a different aspect.

<opentext> Now when one is of a sound mind, would you ever think of trying to tell God how things should be, or how they should be run?

<chosen> no    <helpmate> no

<opentext> Yet, stop and ponder for a moment; how often when God has conversed with you, have you questioned Him?

<chosen> plenty of times

<opentext> So when it is put to us as to whether or not we would ever be foolish enough to tell God how and why things should be, we answer a clear and resounding NO! [as long as one is operating in and of the divine nature of Christ]

<opentext> But, what happens when one leans to their own understanding? [that is, relying in and on the old nature?]

<chosen> then we will question all of His wisdom, because it may sound foolish to us

<at-peace> one has set aside the counsel of God

<opentext> Isn't it interesting, how when we will sit and discuss a verse like this, we can see how foolish it is to questions Father's counsel to us and for us. Yet, in those moments of fleshly operation, how easy is it to question just about everything Father may want to share with us?

<at-peace> a little leaven affects the whole lump

<helpmate> easier than one realizes

<chosen> very easy without having the mind of Christ

<opentext> So as much as one is able to realize this at this moment, then how or why is it, that one will neglect the mind, and allow those wrong thoughts in that would not only question His wisdom and guidance, but jeopardize one's own existence?

<helpmate> sometimes the still small voice is drowned out by the roaring lion

<chosen> sometimes we let the devil discourage us and so we doubt what He's asked of us

<at-peace> cares and concerns of this life entering in 

<opentext> The thing that one must remember though, is that His counsel is always there to be able to deliver us. So it comes down to which voice one is going to listen to.

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit. 

<opentext> Just as with out physical bodies, for the most part we have a good idea of those foods that are the healthiest and most beneficial for us; yet, does one always eat those?

<helpmate> not always    <chosen> no   <at-peace> no

<opentext> So knowing the damage that those wrong foods can have on us, then why would one still want to partake of them?

<helpmate> our flesh is weak… and makes it hard to resist with some things

<chosen> the temptation to the flesh

 

<opentext> James 1:13-15, 13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. KJV

 

<opentext> James 1:13-14, 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, I am tempted from God; for God is incapable of being tempted by [what is] evil and He Himself tempts no one. 14 But every person is tempted when he is drawn away, enticed and baited by his own evil desire (lust, passions). AMP

 

<opentext> Enticed and baited by the wants and desires of the old nature!

<opentext> Yet, does one always remember that life or death is what is in the balance with those decisions?

<helpmate> not always    <chosen> not always    <at-peace> one should, but not always

<opentext> So when one is operating in and of the divine nature of Christ, one is able to quickly see those attempts to lure them from the strait and narrow path, and close their eyes to the signs that are trying to distract them.

<opentext> How often is it that God speaks with you, and at the time you see no relevance for what He is talking about, and so one is lax in giving Him one's full attention to what is being said?

<chosen> have done that

<opentext> Man does not live by bread alone, but by "EVERY" word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God. Training oneself in the way they should go, so as they mature, they will not be swayed from the strait and narrow path.
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