14 June 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for your Word and for the life that it gives us as we allow it to renew our minds... we pray that we will be attentive to those words of life this day and allow you to have full reign in our hearts and lives, through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 8:1-2, 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. KJV

 

<opentext> As we have been talking about the past few studies, about the necessity for one to make that commitment to God by and through Christ Jesus, and allowing that union, that bond to form.

<opentext> The old law, is not applicable to those that are in Christ, under the new covenant, as a new creation. Yet, how often is it that people try to mix the old with the new?

<chosen> anytime that we ignore the law of faith

<at-peace> most begin in the Spirit and then revert to the flesh

 

<opentext> So, if in Christ, we have a new covenant to guide and direct the new creation, how often is it that this new life with the new guidelines, is our main priority?

<at-peace> should be at all times

<chosen> only when we keep it the pearl of great price in our heart

 

<opentext> In the lower nature, people set goals, priorities and achievements that they aim for. Thus we can see why Paul tells us that for those that are living that new life in Christ, should have the mark of the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, as their main priority and goal.

<opentext> The kingdom of God, and His righteousness [life in union with Christ] should be the chief aim of the believer in each and every step they take; In every thought that is within their mind.

<opentext> It is when one has and maintains this heart and mindset, that then there is no condemnation, no guilty verdict, for their life is hid in Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:2-3, 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: KJV

 

<opentext> Life in the Spirit, is what it takes for a person to live in union with Christ, and have and maintain that positive relationship with the Father.

<opentext> Adam was not born or created in sin, but rather made that choice to rebel against God. From that point and time on, mankind inherited that sin nature from their parents.

 

<opentext> Deut 5:9Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me, (KJV)

 

<opentext> God sent His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh; that is as Isaiah points out to us, that a child [Jesus of Nazareth would be born, conceived by the Holy Spirit, and thus brought into this world without the inherited sin of mankind] would born; 

<opentext> and that a Son would be given [How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power] which gave Him the opportunity to lead a life that would be pleasing to the Father.

<opentext> Both Adam and Jesus of Nazareth were born into this world without sin. The first Adam disobeyed, and rebelled against that which God asked of him. The second Adam, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, by hearing and obeying the Spirit of Christ within Him, was tempted in every manner as we are, and yet sinned not.

<opentext> That is, that all that He said and did, He did as to be pleasing to the Father. And in living a life as a servant to God and His Word, He showed us the way, by His example, that is able to lead the believer to eternal life with God.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:2, 2 A new power is in operation. The Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong wind, has magnificently cleared the air, freeing you from a fated lifetime of brutal tyranny at the hands of sin and death. 3 God went for the jugular when he sent his own Son. He didn't deal with the problem as something remote and unimportant. In his Son, Jesus, he personally took on the human condition, entered the disordered mess of struggling humanity in order to set it right once and for all. The law code, weakened as it always was by fractured human nature, could never have done that.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> A brutal life ruled by tyranny, is what life in the flesh, or lower nature is. And as we can see by this translation, how it is that God dealt with this problem that faced mankind. I like the way it says struggling humanity; and how often when one tries to deal with life’s problems in and by the lower nature, is life just that, a struggle?

<chosen> always will be

<at-peace> always, because one leans  to their own understanding…not receiving the counsel of God through Christ

 

<opentext> In every step one takes. In every decision a person is faced with, they have the choice between life in union with Him and His Spirit, or brutal tyranny by reverting to the nature and counsel of the flesh. Now, if one remained mindful of this at all times, would they be as apt to listen to the counsel of their old or lower nature?

<chosen> no    <at-peace> no

 

<opentext> So we should then see a bit clearer, why Paul tells us that if we live, walk in His Spirit, that one will not give heed then to the desires, cravings, lusts or whining of the flesh or lower nature.

<opentext> Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life [which is] in Christ Jesus [the law of our new being] has freed me from the law of sin and of death. AMP

<opentext> It is only by living and maintaining that life in Christ Jesus, that one is able to remain out the grasp of and free from the law of sin and death.
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