14 July 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for your words of truth this day that feed, nourish and strengthen us. We pray that our hearts are ready for all that you have for us to hear, that will minister to us in the areas we have need of, though Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 13:3-4, 3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: 4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. KJV

 

<opentext> How often does one think that laws and rulers are good as long as they allow you to do that which you like to do; but then rebel when they will seem to hinder your lifestyle?

<chosen> that's what the flesh would choose, not Father's righteous way

<opentext> Simple little things like not speeding, or coming to a complete stop at a stop sign, are things that we should all always comply with, yet is that always the case?

<chosen> not always

<helpmate> :-(

<opentext> And how many other areas of our life and walk are like this, if one does not always remain fully attentive to that which they are doing?

<chosen> any moment that we neglect to keep Him our main focus and first love, then we will slip

<helpmate> it does not take much leaven to cause one to drift from the narrow path

<opentext> Now stop and ponder for a moment; if God was "always" first and foremost in one's life, then wouldn't they always be seeking to please Him, and then wouldn't their life be more of the example that it should?

<chosen> yes     <helpmate> yes     <at-peace> yes

<opentext> Consider how that you breathe the vast majority of the time without giving thought to it. But, if your ability to breathe is jeopardized in any way, then how does one react?

<at-peace> usually it is with panic and urgency to seek help

<chosen> in panic

<opentext> If it is jeopardized a great amount, then panic would probably be the response. If the amount would just be a slight increase in difficulty, then one would think about it a bit, but soon forget about it and continue with whatever they were doing.

<opentext> The thing is, that one can become desensitized to the law of faith as well. If it is something that greatly threatens their relationship with God, then they will be quick to try to bring about the proper corrections to right the course.

<opentext> But what about when it is only little things? Doesn't one quickly become desensitized to them? So then what does this do to the individual?

<disciple> it's those little things that one overlooks that will cause a person to slide into hell, before they even realize what happened

<chosen> it causes one to lead off the strait and narrow path, bit by bit, step by step

<at-peace> complacency

<opentext> So we can see then how easily it can be to become lackadaisical in our life, if one becomes accustomed to things that are not a part of their proper spiritual behavior. Does one always give thought to the fact that speeding just a bit, or cheating at a stop sign have spiritual implications?

<chosen> not often at the time

<disciple> i have learned, but then slip in other 'small' areas

 

<opentext> John 8:29, And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please him. KJV

 

<at-peace> if one is in a hurry it is usually an after thought.. why one should alway sure that they have plenty of time to get where they are going

<opentext> A simple verse, but such vast implications. And this is why one needs to learn to follow the example of Jesus Christ, and in every aspect of their life seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness; thus always seeking to do those things which are pleasing to the Father.

 

<helpmate> Matt 25:21His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.   (KJV)

 

<opentext> And that verse Mt 25:21 shows us why we need to work out our own salvation with reverence and respect to and for God; thus doing that which is pleasing to God in our life, and not being concerned with what everyone else is doing.

<opentext> How often does one speed up just a bit because everyone else is speeding?

<helpmate> it can creep up slowly without even realizing it if one does not keep their mind alert

<disciple> yes, sometimes can do that, and not realize, then notice the speedometer

<at-peace> used to... there are times that if i am not paying attention and don't have cruse control on that, that had occurred

<opentext> Thus we can see why we are told to walk in the Spirit. And this has to be something that one always occupies their mind with. For those that are in the flesh are not able to please God.
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