14 February 2005 Monday Bible study.

<greg> Thank you Father for your simple plan of salvation, your words of life, and your longsuffering and patience that allows us to abide in the vine, grafted in by your mercy and forgiveness provided through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ Our Lord

<opentext> Rom 11:25, For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. KJV

<opentext> We can observe all of the things that Israel did; grumbling, complaining, rebellion, murmuring, but what it all comes down to is that Israel rejected Father's love.

<opentext> How often does one ever consider their rebellion or disobedience as a rejection of Father's love?

<chosen> sometimes we don't want to admit it,.... but it is

<greg> Isa 55:8-9, 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. (KJV)

<greg> Father does know best, we think we do

<opentext> For God so loved the world (John 3:16)...and so what the believer must see, is the necessity for us to reciprocate Father's love.

reciprocating Father’s love – laying down my life, being a living sacrifice daily…honoring Him with my life.

<opentext> God has shown, has manifest His love to all mankind. It is there for each every person to receive, and then to live and operate in the love.

<opentext> One often forgets that John in His epistle shows us that the character of God is love...God is love.

<opentext> Paul tells us that the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us (Rom 5:5).

<opentext> So how then is one able to live and operate in this love? How is this able to happen?

<greg> simple obedience to a simple plan of salvation, not of works 

<chosen> partaking of His divine nature

<at-peace> by allowing Christ (God's love) to be manifest in us…accepting and continuing in His love

<opentext> Ah, partaking of His divine nature, that new creation "in" Christ (2Cor 5:17). One must remember that John is the gospel shares with us that God is a Spirit, and those who fellowship with Him, must do so in Spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24).

<opentext> So for one to be able to share and participate in this love, one must be able to be that active participant in the nature of God. (a doer and not a hearer only James 1:22-25)
<opentext> It is in Christ that we are able to take on this new nature. It is in Christ that we are able to grow and develop in this love. (without Christ I can do nothing pleasing in our Father’s sight)
<opentext> Paul tells us in the letter to the Ephesians, that we are "to know" the love of Christ which passes knowledge, that "we might be" filled with the fulness of God (Eph 3:17-19)….
<opentext> Christ is the full expression of Father's love for us.
(Christ in me the hope of glory Col 1:27)
<opentext> Paul tells us that we are to have faith, hope and love, but that the greatest of these is love. Why is this?

<chosen> all that we do should be based on our love for God, because He first loved us

<at-peace> without Christ one can do nothing…faith and hope manifest through love

<opentext> Gal 5:6, For [if we are] in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith activated and energized and expressed and working through love. AMP

<opentext> Gal 5:6, For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith which worketh by love. KJV

<opentext> Faith works by love! 

<greg> a perfect mature love and understanding of God and word allows us to hear better…and cast out all doubts and fear

<opentext> Why was Jesus Christ sent? As the expression of Father's love for mankind. 

<opentext> If one is not able to truly see and recognize Father's love, then they will stay in rebellion and disobedience, just as most of Israel did.

<opentext> Proverbs tells us that we are to trust in the Lord with "all of our heart" and to not lean to our own understanding (Prov 3:5).

<opentext> Now if you really love someone, isn't there a total and explicit trust?

<at-peace> yes    <chosen> yes..  in agape love

<opentext> What happens when the trust is broken?

<at-peace> the relationship begins to deteriorate…causes a breach in the dam, so to speak and the flood could happen at any time if not repaired

<chosen> a house divided will fall…like a crack in the foundation

<opentext> So we can then begin to see how it is essential for one to be able to understand the love of God, in, by and through the new nature, and not by the past relationships in the lower nature.

<opentext> So we can also see then that the writer of Proverbs and Paul are saying the same thing, just that Paul is sharing it with us in a bit more detail...trust in the Lord with all your heart...to know the love of Christ.

<opentext> Leaning not to your own understanding....to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge.

<opentext> The only way for one to know the love of Christ, to fellowship with the Father, is to have the new nature, and then to be a willing participant in it. That relationship built upon trust.

<opentext> How would we then explain trust in God and His Word? Maybe, God is not a man that He should lie?

<greg> with God all things are possible (Matt 19:26), without Him I can do nothing without failure

<at-peace> letting God be true and every man (including our old nature) a liar (Rom 3:4)…explaining it by being an active participant in God's love, letting it be manifest in our lives ... example of the believers (1Tim 4:12-16)
<opentext> So the question we have to keep before us, is the same question Paul posed to us earlier in the epistle...who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

Rom 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (KJV)
Walk in the Spirit, having total trust in God’s love and abilities.  For all things are possible with God.
Keep focused today in and on His love for me and all our brethren in Christ.  Think on these things.

Today is what the world calls valentines day…. Let God’s love be a part of today and every day… share His love with others 

God is love, Christ is the manifestation of His love.
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