14 December 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

 

at-peace> Father we thank you for this new day to learn from you and to share your love that is full of compassion, trust, and faith with all those you place in our path this day that in and through all things we will praise and honor you in all our ways for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 15:7-8, 7 Welcome and receive [to your hearts] one another, then, even as Christ has welcomed and received you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ (the Messiah) became a servant and a minister to the circumcised (the Jews) in order to show God's truthfulness and honesty by confirming (verifying) the promises [given] to our fathers, AMP

 

<opentext> To welcome and receive into our hearts, a statement easy to make, but one that few comprehend, and even less apply to their life and walk.

<opentext> What is it to really welcome one in? We can look to the Word and see where the Lord says that He knocks at the door of our heart; and that if we will hear His voice, and respond in the affirmative to it, that He will come in and we will sup or feed together.

<opentext> We are supposed to have rivers of living waters flowing from us, not stagnant pools. We are supposed to have the fresh bread of life, not moldy and stale bread.

<opentext> An if He is ruling and reigning within our hearts, within our lives, then we will welcome those seeking, just as He welcomed us.

<greg> Christ received me for who I was, and was longsuffering and compassionate enough to work with me where I was at, and that is how we should receive one another, working with them where they are at and not where we think they should be

<opentext> Exactly greg. Thus why it is imperative that one hears Him for how He wants it presented, so that the Lord is able to minister to them, and not create parrots.

<opentext> So often people think, assume that others have to hear the Message exactly the way they did, and thus stifle and hinder growth, until people no longer feel welcome, but will then flee.

<opentext> But as Paul also points out here, is that we are called to serve; yet how many really want to be the servant, but rather the served?

<greg> how many are a willing servant, some do it out of an obligation, others to try and impress, but once one has experienced the love of God, they are more than willing to do whatever is asked of them, and consider it a privilege to be a servant to God's people

<at-peace> many are called to serve, but few choose to respond in this manner, wanting to lay down their lives for the brethren

<greg> greater love has no man than to lay down his life for the brethren

<opentext> I often think of how you go into some peoples houses, and it is like, you can sit here, but don't touch this, and don't do that. Is that really welcoming someone into your home? Is that really being the servant that God has asked us to be?

<greg> its a blessing to enter a house where there is peace, and not a bunch of man made rules or bondage

<at-peace> there is no peace in a home that is cold and un-welcoming... the servant is missing

<opentext> And we cannot forget the counsel the Lord gave us, that when we enter into a house, we are to let our peace be there, and if it is not received, or reciprocated in like manner, that one needs to get themselves out of there and move on.

<opentext> Now, one also must remember that the Lord asked us to be servants, and not doormats. So how then does one differentiate between the two?

<greg> its letting that peace determine the outcome, if it is not there, Father will not have us casting pearls to the swine, but rather touch not the unclean thing, dust the feet and move on

<opentext> So then seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness, so that one will have His discernment available in each and every situation that one may encounter. Allowing His Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth, so that know how we are to respond in each and every situation that we face.

<opentext> One also has to understand that one of the meanings of "to receive", is that one is to provide ample sustenance. And if one has ample sustenance available when they welcome someone, then it is also required that it is served to them, if one is going to truly receive them, or make them feel welcome.

<opentext> Yet, does one always "feel" like making people welcome when they come in?

<at-peace> that is when one should die to themselves and allow the love of God to flow forth regardless of the external circumstances

<greg> if one doesn’t keep an ample sustenance built up, or if one forgot what manner of man they were, then they would not be prepared to give the answer needed

<opentext> How often is it that people will ask you in, even though they really do not want you there. And they will tolerate you, but they sure are not going to be your servant.

<at-peace> have had that happen and it is the most uncomfortable feeling, no peace

<greg> they will ask you in on their terms and conditions, and would rather avoid Fathers

<opentext> Matt 10:11-14, 11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall enter, inquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till ye go thence. 12 And when ye come into an house, salute it. 13 And if the house be worthy, let your peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. KJV

<at-peace> even if i wasn't there to see them, their presence was there like a cloud on a sunny day trying to cover the light

<opentext> Which is why that one has to be patient enough to hear Father's voice, so that they go where they are supposed to, and not place themselves in places that may compromise their faith.

<opentext> Thus why Paul tells us to follow the example that Jesus Christ set for us to follow after. To learn to be the servant to all.
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