14 December 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for this day and for all that you have done for us and made available to us.. we pray that we will be open to your instruction this day as we study for your approval, seeking a deeper understanding of your Word and your love for us, and we thank you for this through Christ Jesus our Lord

 

<opentext> Rom 10:17, So then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. KJV

<opentext> Let's remember, that comes in this verse is an added word. Now faith is! And yet, now faith is determined by our ability to hear.

<opentext> If you will recall at the start of this chapter, Paul said that the people of Israel had a zeal for God, but that it was not according to knowledge. 

<opentext> SO if they had a zeal, but it was not properly channeled, then they must have "listened to" the wrong information.

<opentext> And we have to also keep in mind, that Paul told us that there are many voices in this world, but there is only one voice and Word of and from God, and that was delivered to us by and through Christ Jesus.

 

<opentext> The word "hearing in this verse, is derived from this Greek word: 191  akouo (ak-oo'-o);  a primary verb; to hear (in various senses): KJV-- give (in the) audience (of), come (to the ears), ([shall]) hear (-er, -ken), be noised, be reported, understand.  191  akouo- 1) to be endowed with the faculty of hearing (not be deaf)  2) to hear:  a) to attend to, to consider what is or has been said  b) to understand, to perceive the sense of what is said  3) to hear something:  a) to perceive by the ear what is announced in one's presence  b) to get by hearing, to learn  c) a thing that comes to one's ears, to find out, to learn  e) to give ear to a teaching or a teacher  f) to comprehend, to understand

 

<opentext> Each and every person has the ability, the faculty to hear in one form or another. And we can have people sitting in the same room, listening to the same program, and yet everyone will hear things just a bit differently. Why is this?

<at-peace> depends on how intently one is listening (paying attention) to what is being presented

<chosen> we comprehend things in a different way because we are all unique

 

<opentext> Very good answers. How attentive is each person being, as well as since each of is unique, the instructions heard will apply to each person just a bit differently.

<opentext> And yet how often do people try to compare notes with what someone else has heard, and then people try to adjust what they heard, by what someone else has?

<at-peace> usually when one does not have the confidence in that which they heard

<chosen> they will then miss that which would cause growth in their own lives

 

<opentext> Note that another meaning for hear, is to attend to. To attend to is to give full attention to what is being said; to focus. 

<opentext> How often is it that one may be listening to what is being said, but their focus is not there? Their full attention is not with what is being presented?

<chosen> when we allow ourselves to be distracted

<at-peace> if one's focus is not there they may be hearing the words being spoken, but are not listening to that which is being said

 

<opentext> Listening to other voices, instead of focusing in and on the instructions that are able to deliver us from this present evil world. If we always were cognizant of what was at stake, how much more attentive do you think we would be to each and every word that proceeds forth from the mouth of God?

<chosen> we would always be fully focused on His words

 

<opentext> If, we remembered that life and death are always in the power of the tongue, and that Jesus Christ delivered us the Message of abundant life; but the devil tries to distract us from hearing, comprehending and applying this Message to our life; how much more attentive do you think we would be?

<at-peace> much more attentive in all that one does and says

<chosen> we would not be ignorant of the devil's devices and always be attentive to the correct voice

 

<opentext> Do you think if we were more attentive to Him, that then we would be more apt to learn of and from Him?

<chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

 

<opentext> How often when we "hear" of the word "hear", is one aware of how encompassing the word really is? Or does our hearing get lazy or dull at times?

<chosen> we may miss a lot, at times

 

<opentext> Heb 5:11-12, 11 Concerning this we have much to say which is hard to explain, since you have become dull in your [spiritual] hearing and sluggish [even slothful in achieving spiritual insight]. 12 For even though by this time you ought to be teaching others, you actually need someone to teach you over again the very first principles of God's Word. You have come to need milk, not solid food. AMP

 

<opentext> Paul was talking to the Hebrew people about Christ, and yet notice that they were dull or lazy in their hearing. If one is lazy in their hearing, is one always likely to always hear the full disclosure of that which is being presented? Or do they mis important segments, and then go off misinformed?

<chosen> miss important instructions

<at-peace> no, one will miss that which Father had just for them

 

<opentext> So we can begin to see how important it is for us to hear fully, the full counsel of God, by and through the Message delivered to us by Christ.

<opentext> Today we have that opportunity to put into application, being more attentive to the counsel God has for us, in now faith.
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