14 April 2005 Thursday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and the blessing that we can come before you by and through Christ Jesus, and receive from you that which is essential for us to feed, nourish and sustain our life in your Spirit.

 

<opentext> Rom 12:4-5, 4 For as in one physical body we have many parts (organs, members) and all of these parts do not have the same function or use, 5 So we, numerous as we are, are one body in Christ (the Messiah) and individually we are parts one of another [mutually dependent on one another]. AMP

 

<opentext> One needs to be confident in the work which He has begun within us, by the measure of the gift of Christ, the measure of faith that enables one to hear and comprehend this Message once delivered, but yet recognizing that we are still a part of the body of Christ, and learning to recognize how we fit into the body.

<opentext> Paul tells us that we are to grow up into Him in all things. And since we can see that there are many members within the body of Christ, that it is also then referring to growing up into and working with the other members.

<opentext> Now if believers were to remember that the body of Christ is made up of many members, and that we are to be working together to be pleasing to Father, do you think that their would be as much division and strife, or jealousy or animosity towards one another?

<disciple> no     <helpmate> no

<at-peace> no, there would be the same care one for another

<opentext> So then what causes or brings about this division and strife, jealousy and animosity?

<disciple> focusing on others and what they are doing, rather than focusing on Father and what He would have us to do

<chosen> selfish motives, failure to put others needs before one's own, not being the servant of all

<at-peace> one listening to the wisdom that is not from above

<helpmate> we need to work out our own salvation, no one can do it for us, and we can't do it for anyone else either

 

<opentext> 1 Cor 3:3, For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? (KJV)

 

<opentext> So you are saying that they are being carnal? So then what is it then that causes them to be carnal?

<chosen> one's failure to keep the spirit fed with the Word

<disciple> getting caught up in things of the world, rather than wanting to be a servant to all...and doing what Father asks

<at-peace> lack of knowledge ... knowing the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent... remaining babes in Christ following traditions and doctrines of man instead of following Christ

<helpmate> they are controlled by the flesh, the god of this world has blinded them

<opentext> The lack of the proper spiritual sustenance allows the flesh to gain more control then the spirit man within, thus they have made the choice to walk by sight, rather then by faith.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:16-17, 16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (KJV)

 

<opentext> When you recognize that envy and strife, jealousy and animosity are at work, how often does one relate that to the works of the flesh?

<disciple> i know it's the fruit of the flesh...the spirit cringes at such things

<chosen> it's the devil's arena, definitely not of the Spirit of Christ

<at-peace> if one is walking in the spirit they will recognize the works of the flesh…and avoid them

<opentext> So then the key is for one to remain walking in the Spirit. So how does one then properly maintain this walk in the Spirit?

<disciple> feed the Spirit more than the flesh...listen and obey what we hear from Father

<chosen> by feeding our spirit with the truth of His Word, which nudges and encourages us on the right path, walking in the newness of life that we have

<at-peace> hold fast the profession of faith.. seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness in and through all things that one will be properly renewed in the spirit of their mind

<chosen> His Word is a lamp to our feet

<at-peace> thus walking by faith and not by sight

<helpmate> 2 Tim 2:15

<opentext> Ahhh, NOW FAITH!  The just shall live by faith. Without faith it is impossible to please Him.

<opentext> Without that active participation in and of His divine nature, one will revert to the carnal way of life. Now is the day of salvation. Now is the time for fellowship with the Father.

<opentext> If one wants to operate in His Spirit, then they must do those things that are required for one to not only live that life in His Spirit, but then also do those daily things that are able to sustain and maintain that life.

<opentext> What happens if a person drives a car, but never does any upkeep on it?

<helpmate> it will eventually run out of gas and/or breakdown

<chosen> it'll give up and wear out

<disciple> it will eventually die and will be no use to them

<at-peace> it will eventually deteriorate and cease up on them

<opentext> And yet for awhile, won't it give the appearance that all is well?

<disciple> yes     <at-peace> yes     <helpmate> yes...it is just coasting along

<opentext> So without faith, it is impossible to please Him. And if we are not pleasing Him, what do you think the association between the other members of the body will be like?

<helpmate> they will soon pull away and separate themselves from you

<at-peace> distant…..<chosen> there will be no union

<disciple> will be distant, and if the other members are in the same boat...non-existent for all

 

<opentext> James 3:14-16, 14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. 15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. 16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. (KJV)

 

<opentext> God is love. So if one is walking by faith and not by sight, then the love of God is what will then abound within the heart. And if God's love is what is abounding within us, then one will be living a life that will be pleasing to Him.

<opentext> Eph 5:2, And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. (KJV)
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