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15 February 1999

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day, this time that you have blessed us with to gather at your throne to receive the bread of life that we have need of this day.  Father, we are so grateful and thankful for the obedience of your Son and our saviour Jesus Christ, and praise you and thank you for your love with open hearts and ears we thank you for all that you have for us through Christ Jesus our Lord....

<opentext> Mark 4:11, And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God: but unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables: (KJV)

<opentext> Mark 4:11 and he said to them, `To you it hath been given to know the secret of the reign of God, but to those who are without, in similes are all the things done; (Young's translation)


<opentext> We often times forget what it says here in these verses, that or we read right by it. Unto us, you and me, it is given to know the MYSTERY of the kingdom of God. i cannot think of a more positive, or authoritative statement than that.....given to know.  it does not say...given to guess at, nor given to think about....but given to know.  It has been given. Not going to be, not might be, but that it has been given. If you are not receiving from God, where is the problem? Be assured, that the problems is not on Father's end. 

<helpmate> with me

<at-peace> with ourselves

<renew-miz> with me

<helpmate> we have to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling

<renew-miz> it's an individual problem

<opentext> So if the problem is not on Father's end, where is it?...then we know it has to be with us!!!!

<opentext> Gal 6:8-9, For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. (KJV)


<opentext> Gal 6:8 He who sows in the field of his lower nature, will from that nature reap destruction; but he who sows to serve the Spirit will from the Spirit reap the Life of the Ages. 9 Let us not abate our courage in doing what is right; for in due time we shall reap a reward, if we do not faint. (Weymouth translation)

<opentext> parable = an earthly story with a heavenly meaning...only discerned by the Spirit of God

<renew-miz> wow

<renew-miz> o/

<opentext> yes miz

<renew-miz> does it always take courage to do what is right or just in particular situations?

<opentext> if you are not confident with Christ in you, how will you ever do that which He asks?

<renew-miz> you can't. that is where the courage is...being confident of who we are in Christ

<opentext> courage is much the same as confidence. yes

<renew-miz> thanks

<opentext> how many of you remember 3D movies

<renew-miz> yeh, with the funny looking glasses

<opentext> hmmmm guess most do not know that well enough to use as an analogy.

how many are familiar with a safety deposit box at a bank?

<renew-miz> we are

<at-peace> yes, i am

<shama> yeah

<opentext> what happens if you loose your key?

<renew-miz> you can't get into the box

<at-peace> it would be very difficult to get into the box 

<opentext> but, but, the bank would have a key!

<renew-miz> so....don't mean they will give it to you without a whole lot of trouble to identify yourself

<at-peace> you would have to go thru the whole process of showing and giving proof of who you were before they would issue another key

<opentext> and, doesn't it take 2 keys to open that box?

<renew-miz> yes

<at-peace> yes it does

<renew-miz> hope they have extras

<opentext> so then, all these things that Jesus Christ taught were done in parables.....taking both being born of the water and of the Spirit, to open, or unlock, or to understand that which He was saying…those that are just in the flesh....they cannot see that which is hidden there


<opentext> Gal 6:8 He who sows in the field of his lower nature, will from that nature reap destruction; but he who sows to serve the Spirit will from the Spirit reap the Life of the Ages. 9 Let us not abate our courage in doing what is right; for in due time we shall reap a reward, if we do not faint. (Weymouth translation)


<opentext> acting in the lower nature, that is the flesh, the only sure thing one can receive, is destruction. how much courage or confidence, does it take to act in and upon the Word of God, with all of the opposition that we get from the flesh, whether ours or others as well?

<renew-miz> a lot of confidence and courage - cheryl

<helpmate> sometimes a lot if we are unsure of ourselves

<shama> a lot

<at-peace> it takes a lot of confidence, Father's within us... we would not be able to on our own

<opentext> so then, we have to begin to know and understand who we are in Christ

<renew-miz> yes, absolutely

<opentext> He that sows in the field of his lower nature, that being his flesh! The only thing that we can expect to reap from that which we do in the flesh, is destruction. The lower nature, all the things of the flesh that we have learned to do that are contrary to what God's Word asks of us.


<helpmate> Rom 8:8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. (KJV)


<renew-miz> anytime we are not listening for Father's Words, or trusting completely in Him, we are not pleasing Father


<opentext> those that are operating in the lower nature...CANNOT...please God....for God is a Spirit, and they that worship, fellowship, converse with Him....MUST do it in the Spirit....and they must do it according to His Word, His Word being the truth. if you continue in my Word...if you continue in the higher or heavenly nature, then are you His disciples, and then will you know the truth, and this truth will continue to break the bonds of the lower nature. 

anytime one sows to the flesh, they are going in direct and full opposition to Father. Jesus Christ said very plainly...very clearly....he that is not with us...is against us. How often is it that we get weary, or tired or just fed up with doing that is what is right? 

<shama> the flesh does at times

<at-peace> at times we do... it usually depends on the situation

<opentext> if we get weary, or tired, or fed up....what are we sowing in or to?????

<renew-miz> the flesh

<at-peace> the flesh

<helpmate> the flesh

<opentext> and this leads to what???

<at-peace> destruction

<help-fish> death

<shama> death

<renew-miz> destruction

<opentext> could this be why the Word says not to forsake the assembling together of those who know the truth?

<renew-miz> yes

<at-peace> yes

<shama> yeah

<opentext> People calls do gooders; or that we think that we are better than anyone else. And as people speak against, the flesh gets weary. We get tired of people speaking against us.

<renew-miz> yes, we do

<opentext> is it going to stop while we are here? that is here on this earth...

<renew-miz> lol...no

<help-fish> no

<at-peace> no

<shama> no

<opentext> doesn't our lower nature like to have lots of people around us???

<at-peace> yup

<help-fish> yes

<renew-miz> a lot of people that agree with us

<opentext> what happens when people do not agree with us, what does our lower nature want to do?

<renew-miz> fight against them - cheryl

<renew-miz> we think they are wrong, and get upset at them

<shama> quit, give up

<opentext> 1Pet 4: Dear friends, do not be surprised at finding that that scorching flame of persecution is raging among you to put you to the test--as though some surprising thing were accidentally happening to you. On the contrary, in the degree that you share in the sufferings of the Christ, rejoice, so that at the unveiling of His glory you may also rejoice with triumphant gladness. (Weymouth)


<opentext> 1 Pet 4:12-13  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:


<opentext> But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

(KJV)


<opentext> note in verse 13 in Weymouth's translation....the unveiling....that is, the more the lower nature is set aside, the more we are able to see and understand Christ, and then we are able to rejoice


<opentext> 1 Pet 4:14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified. (KJV)


<opentext> 14 You are to be envied, if you are being reproached for bearing the name of Christ; for in that case the Spirit of glory-- even the Spirit of God--is resting upon you.


<opentext> do we always rejoice when put in this kind of a situation?

<renew-miz> no

<at-peace> no

<shama> no

<opentext> or do we sometimes say...but Father...why is this happening to me???

<help-fish> no

<at-peace> yes

<help-fish> yup

<renew-miz> lol..yes we do the three Cs = complain, cry and carry on

<opentext> we often times forget....that which the Lord said is going to happen to us as we see and understand this mystery

<opentext> John 15:20-21 Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me. (KJV)


<opentext> does that say to us...smooth sailing?

<renew-miz> not at all

<help-fish> sure does not

<renew-miz> rough waters ahead...drop anchor

<at-peace> nope


48 <opentext> John 15:22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin. (KJV)


<opentext> they have no cloke....no flesh to hide behind...the flesh is what hides the mystery from us. it is only as we seek Father...who is Spirit, that we can have revealed to us all that He has for us. in Christ are hid ALL the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. would that not be like a bunch of safety deposit boxes????

<help-fish> yes

<at-peace> yes it would, and you would need both keys to unlock each box

<renew-miz> yes

<at-peace> in my Father's house there are many mansions

<help-fish> each verse


<opentext> Matt 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. (KJV)


<opentext> when does He give us the keys????

<at-peace> when we accept Christ into our heart

<renew-miz> when we accept salvation - cheryl

<opentext> and how then do we learn what these keys are for?

<renew-miz> by reading the Word and listening to Father for the instructions

<help-fish> study, study, study

<shama> thru the Word

<at-peace> by continuing in His Word and asking Him to open up and reveal that which we are in need of

<help-fish> follow the example of the Bereans

<opentext> upon this Rock...i will build my Church....when we see the revelation of Christ...then we have started to set aside the lower nature, and are able to see and hear Father's instructions on how to open these hidden treasures

<opentext> Col 2:3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

 (KJV)

<renew-miz> o/


<opentext> yes miz


<renew-miz> so, opening the hidden treasures goes beyond reading the Word and listening to Father for instructions...but, walking in that...and as we walk in that truth, it's opened little by little? line upon line, precept upon precept?

<opentext> can you see what there is by just searching the scriptures and thinking that you will find life?

<renew-miz> no...search the scriptures for in them you think you have eternal life

<opentext> John 5:39-41 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. I receive not honour from men. (KJV)


<opentext> the lower nature....will acknowledge Jesus, but will scoff at Christ.

we have to see and hear Father, to know what is hidden there in these verses

<at-peace> we need to know who Jesus of Nazareth was... and we need to know who Christ is... to know the only true God

<opentext> Rom 10:17 And this proves that faith comes from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. (Weymouth)


<opentext> the scriptures, they are indeed which testify of Christ, to those that have learned to set aside their lower nature, and be seated in heavenly places in Christ.  we will close here for today. any questions from today???

<renew-miz> o/

<opentext> yes miz cheryl

<renew-miz> when the ones that don't know the mystery, search the scriptures looking for eternal life, what other way would they come to know it, since they can't see it in the Word?   miz

<opentext> my sheep know My voice....and because they have refused to hear Father's voice, they continue to wallow in the lower nature

<renew-miz> so, they don't get to know that by searching the scriptures...where else do they go?  is that by listening to His voice...hearing Him as He calls them?

<opentext> it does not matter who or what the vessel is that Father uses, it is still Him that has sent His word to all the earth...His call has gone to all.

each and every person has heard........but most choose not to respond, because they allow the lower nature to rule

<renew-miz> so, it's a matter of listening, not trying to find it in the Word, since if they don't hear His voice, they won't listen if the read, because He has to speak and they have to listen to open those words up?

<opentext> it is a matter of hearing Father as we read His Word, to hear His voice, not just words written on a page

<renew-miz> goes back to it's not the Words, but the voice behind the Words.

yeh...thanks

<opentext> as long as they are just written words on a page, have we yielded to God?

<renew-miz> nope. only when they become real in our life

<opentext> the Word says, why do you call me Lord, Lord, and do not the things that i say? exactly...unless we hear Him speak....we will not understand that which He had penned

<renew-miz> so, as i read the Word, if i had of listened, He would have opened them up, but since i didn't He had to send a vessel to teach me

<opentext> exactly. and yet not everyone He sends the vessel to will listen....i could not tell you how many people Father has had me share the mystery with

19 <opentext> many are called...but few are chosen...for but a few respond to His call

<renew-miz> so, whether it's in the Word or He sends His Word through a vessel, it's still a matter of listening

<opentext> Father can only choose those who choose Him.  Exactly. that is why i have often said...if i was able to hear....why doesn't everyone else?

<renew-miz> yeh....because we refused to listen...we wanted to hear it on our terms

<opentext> yes...we were to busy telling God our terms, and then wondered why He would not use us

<renew-miz> when we are in the flesh, that flesh becomes an anchor for us...holding us down, until we cut the anchor and go to freedom in the spirit

<opentext> God has made it very plain in the will of His Son....here are the terms for eternal life....now accept it or reject it...exactly...that is why He told Nicodemus...you must be born again to see or enter the kingdom of God

<renew-miz> yep

<opentext> once one is born again, then they have to be hungry enough to want to get off of the milk, and into the meat of the Word

<renew-miz> most would rather be bottle fed

<opentext> we first see or get a glimpse of God's kingdom when we are born again...then we have to learn to walk....feed ourselves, to stay on that straight and narrow path that leads to Father's house…much study is a weariness to the lower nature.  The scribes and Pharisees knew the written Word…but were hindered and stuck by the flesh.

