13 September 2004 Monday Bible study.

 

<chosen> thank you Father for this time to come before you and learn of you that which you have prepared for us,... we thank you for the righteousness that you have made available to us that is in Christ Jesus, and we pray that we will always remain thankful of this Gift and never forget nor take for granted all that you have blessed us with in Christ Jesus our Lord and saviour

 

<opentext> Rom 9:6-7, 6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. KJV

 

<opentext> How often is it, because one operates within the lower nature they will think or assume that God's Word has no effect?

<disciple> anytime somebody operates in the lower nature...in the flesh, they can't trust the spiritual things of Father

<greg> they are contrary one to another, flesh & spirit, and to operate in that lower nature causes separation and for one to lose sight of the vision

<chosen> when operating in the lower nature, one tries to blame God for everything

 

<opentext> Even for believers, do you always believe God's Word, or are there a few times that you doubt in your heart whether or not He is going to move in your behalf?

<disciple> there are times that i doubt, because i know i got myself into a mess, and don't understand why Father would bring me out of my own mess

<greg> the lower nature can cause a person to be impatient, and miss the timing, getting ahead of the answer

 

<opentext> We are told that "He sent His Word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions", yet, with so many that read this, and say that it is true, why don't we see more believers around?

<greg> most only come to God in time of need, then move on to what they think is priorities until the next crisis arises

<disciple> they read, but in their hearts, they doubt...knowledge comes with responsibility...and most don't want to give up their physical pleasures to adhere to the Word

 

<opentext> So then we can see why Paul is presenting this as he is in this chapter [of course by the leading of the Holy Spirit]. For people often forget that Paul now understands that he once was one of those that read the Word of God, recited it from memory and impressed the people with his knowledge, yet had no intimacy, no real relationship with God.

 

<opentext> Rom 9:8  That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. KJV

 

<opentext> And even once one has come to a working knowledge of the truth, how easy is it for a person to become complacent? To take for granted those things which they have received from God?

<greg> whenever they think they can stand on their own, they are getting ready for a fall

<disciple> without discipline, the flesh takes over, and one can become complacent...it's takes a constant effort on our part to stay in the Word

 

<opentext> I want to use this analogy of breathing again; one seldom gives thought to the fact that they are breathing, unless something hinders the air we are getting. Once that supply has been hindered, then immediately one realizes how valuable and precious that air supply is.

<opentext> And this is how intimate our relationship with God should be, in order for one to remain a child of His promise. That one's whole life should be an intimate walk with Him, and one should recognize immediately when anyone or anything tries to hinder this relationship of life with Him.

<opentext> Yet, if one has not had this experience with God, they will put up fronts for others to see.  They will not comprehend that they are slowly being suffocated to death, without having Christ in their life, and maintaining that relationship with Him.

<opentext> And let us not forget, that this can also happen to one who has seen and heard the truth, if they take this gift for granted. So how imperative is it for you to continually operate in the promises of God, and not revert to the understanding of the lower nature [flesh]?

<disciple> a matter of life or death, spiritually

<chosen> needs to be our priority

<greg> whatever realm one seeks first in a day, will determine what path they will follow

 

<opentext> How often do people try to use a distant physical relationship, to try to gain part of an inheritance?

<at-peace> whenever one is seeking the things on this earth instead of those things above

<disciple> the world is always looking for a way to gain riches...tracing their 'family tree' to find a loophole into riches

<chosen> i'm sure many do

 

 <opentext> Rom 9:8 That means that Israelite identity was never racially determined by sexual transmission, but it was God-determined by promise. (from THE MESSAGE © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Israel’s problems was that they tried to receive the promise by fleshly ties, rather then understanding that it came by promise, and to those who would believe that promise given by God.

<opentext> How often is it that people come short of those promises, because by physical ties and relationship [belonging to a certain sect or religious group] think that they have inherited God's promise?

<disciple> a lot of the world thinks going to a building once or twice a week, gives them a strong relationship with Father to reap His promises

<greg> many so called pastors will pass on their congregations to their sons, rather than the most qualified

<at-peace> Jer 2:13  For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water. (KJV)

<chosen> most seek out titles, given by man

 

<opentext> So we should be able to see and comprehend what Paul is addressing here to the people of Israel, and also to any that think that they have an exclusive place with God, because of any physical ties or relationship. Today, it is imperative that one walks by faith, and not by sight or physical relationships.
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