13 May 2004 Thursday Bible study.

 

<chosen> we thank you Father for this day and this time to learn more of your Word that will enable us to grow in our relationship with you... we pray that we will continue to do only that which is pleasing to you this day and think on those things that renew our mind in your Word and draw us to you through Christ Jesus

 

<opentext> Rom 7:5-6, 5 For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. 6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. KJV

 

<opentext> Rom 7:5 For as long as we lived that old way of life, doing whatever we felt we could get away with, sin was calling most of the shots as the old law code hemmed us in. And this made us all the more rebellious. In the end, all we had to show for it was miscarriages and stillbirths. 6 But now that we're no longer shackled to that domineering mate of sin, and out from under all those oppressive regulations and fine print, we're free to live a new life in the freedom of God (from THE MESSAGE

 

<opentext> When we were children, there were only certain things we had to do, and certain things we had to obey. But as we grew older, we gained more of a knowledge and thus more responsibility for what we could or could not do.

<opentext> The more we were made aware of, the more was given to us of a list of things that were and were not acceptable.

 <opentext> This is the same way that the Law pointed out to us, what was and was not pleasing to God.

<opentext> If God would have asked of you the first day you were born-again, of what He asks and expects of you now, how would you have responded?

<helpmate> more than likely not or would not have  <chosen> in disbelief

<opentext> One would have though that God was a very hard task master, asking so much of us from the beginning. Thus, God works with us as we grow and develop. Yet, the old nature, the lower nature, tries to return and instill it's old influences.

<opentext> James 1:14 The temptation to give in to evil comes from us and only us. We have no one to blame but the leering, seducing flare-up of our own lust. 15 Lust gets pregnant, and has a baby: sin! Sin grows up to adulthood, and becomes a real killer. 

(from THE MESSAGE: © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> James 1:14 But every person is tempted when he is drawn away, enticed and baited by his own evil desire (lust, passions). 15 Then the evil desire, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin, and sin, when it is fully matured, brings forth death. AMP

 

<opentext> Now, how often is it that people try to blame someone else, something else, for every time that they begin to stray or wander from the strait and narrow path?

<at-peace> when one is trying to justify themselves

<chosen> when not willing to accept responsibility for their own actions

<opentext> Yet, we can see very clearly from the scriptures, that it is us, the individual that is enticed, is baited by the old nature. There is no one else to blame.

<helpmate> we let our flesh give in

<opentext> Yet, how often does one try to make excuses for the characteristics of the old nature? To justify their lifestyle or actions?

<helpmate> have heard people say...the devil made me do it....which is true, but we let the devil do it instead of saying no

<chosen> the flesh always will, so it depends who we are allowing to rule in each things we do, the flesh or spirit

<opentext> Sin begins with a thought, and then as one thinks and meditates in and on it, then the opportunity will arise to make it possible to carry out that which they at first only thought about. And then as one continues in this transgression, the heart becomes harder and more calloused to sin, and soon the stench of death lingers over the person.

 

<opentext> Gal 5:19 It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time: repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; 20 trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness; cutthroat completion; 21 all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; an impotence to love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided pursuits; 21 the vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and uncontrollable addictions; ugly parodies of community. I could go on. This isn't the first time I have warned you, you know. If you use your freedom this way, you will not inherit God's kingdom.  (from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 

<opentext> Trying to get your own way, the works or desires of the flesh, the habits or traits of the old nature. A good description of the way the old nature is, and what it wants and desires.

<opentext> Now when you see the works of the flesh described like this, how much of a clearer picture or vision, is one able to see of what our old self was like?

<helpmate> too clear   <at-peace> much clearer   <chosen> very clear

<opentext> And yet, when one begins to give thought to, or listen to the leadings or temptations of the flesh, how long does it take before this understanding becomes clouded or blurred?

<helpmate> not long at all    <chosen> it quickly creeps in

<at-peace> not long... give the flesh and inch and it will take a mile before one realizes it

<opentext> So we can see then why the Lord told us that one needs to be wise as a serpent, and yet as harmless as a dove. To always be praying, keeping the mind centered and focused on those things from God, walking in the newness of life, and not stumbling around in the dark.

 

<opentext> Rom 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Walking in the newness of life, walking in the Light. It is a choice that we have made available to us, yet the choice or decision is ours and ours alone. Yet, how often do we make the decision for ourselves, or allow other people, places or thing influence our decision, if not make it for us?

<helpmate> any time we become lazy or dull of hearing and do not keep our mind renewed in His Word

<at-peace> when leaning to our own understanding

 

<opentext> Phil 3:3, For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Having no confidence in the flesh. Knowing His voice, so that however Father chooses to speak to us, we are able to hear and recognize His voice, rather then trying to use an excuse of why we should not listen and obey. [maybe being mad at the person God might speak to us through]. But, rather being confident of the work He has begun within us [that new life in Christ] and allowing Him to bring this work to fruition.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<at-peace> o/  <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> verse to share that was brought to remembrance at the beginning of study...

<at-peace> 1 Cor 6:12All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any. (KJV)

<at-peace> <opentext> When we were children, there were only certain things we had to do, and certain things we had to obey. But as we grew older, we gained more of a knowledge and thus more responsibility for what we could or could not do.

<opentext> making the choice, the decision, to remain under the wisdom and power of God [Christ] in everything we do, in every choice or decision we make. The new standard of life and living.

<at-peace> we have the choice and freedom to make it, but they are not always the best thing for us

<opentext> Thus why one has to be wise, and remain in and under the wisdom and power of God, Christ.

<at-peace> walking as children of light

<opentext> any other questions or comments?

<at-peace> o/   <opentext> yes charlene

<at-peace> allowing death to be swallowed up in victory through obedience to God, being sensitive to the Spirit of Christ within not allowing our heart to be hardened

<opentext> Therefore, if any man be in Christ, and remain in Christ, he is and remains a new creation, thus the importance of keeping the old man, the old nature [the flesh], dead and buried. And if one tries to turn around at any time, stub their toes on the grave stone [old things are passed away, dead and buried], to make them aware of where they are headed.

<opentext> Thus why we are to press forward, as one should no longer have a reverse!
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