13 July 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

<greg> Father i thank you for this day and for another opportunity to see and hear your word of grace, which is able to build us up and make us wise unto salvation through Jesus Christ.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:14-15, 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. KJV

 

<opentext> For as many as are led by the Spirit of God. Yet, how many people wait for God to force them, or drag them along, rather then to be led willingly?

<greg> God loves a cheerful giver of themselves, not a fearful one

<chosen> many do that when they're not willing to put in an effort on their side

<disciple> many people do that, not willing to make the effort to choose to follow Father.

 

<opentext> People often forget, that the Lord said to come, and to follow Him. To follow the example of obedience to the Spirit of Christ, willingly doing all to please the Father. Each and every person has the same opportunity for God's grace and adoption.

<opentext> We have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear: yet, people often assume that God is there, just waiting for them to make a mistake, so that He can punish them. How or why can they think something like this?

<at-peace> by what one has been taught through traditions and doctrines of man

<greg> they have focused more on the wrath of God, and not come to an understanding of the love of God revealed through the Son

<disciple> they are living in the lower nature, and using the world's standards to compare to Father.

 

<opentext> God has not given us the spirit of fear, but rather that of power, Christ, the power and wisdom of God: of love, for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that anyone that will believe in His sacrifice can obtain eternal life, adoption into Father's family: and a sound mind is produced, when one remember the first two. 

<opentext> His Spirit, will lead us and guide us into all truth, but again, one has to be willing in order to be led. Yet, how often is one more willing to follow some man's opinions or ideas, rather then following the wisdom and power of God?

<greg> if one doesn’t take the time to study for them self, and establish a personal relationship with the Father, Gods word is nothing more than interesting stories that happen to a few

<chosen> some opinions, thinking and ideas from the past can be hard habits to get rid of, we need to remember to cast them down

<at-peace> when one operates in the carnal man leaning to their own understanding they are unable to be lead or even follow after those things of God, neither know them

<disciple> most do, because they don't know Father well enough to hear His Word.

 

<opentext> Man's opinions and ideas cater to the lower nature. They give credence to the cravings and desires of the lower nature. And Paul has been telling us how and why we have to put aside these cravings and desires of the lower nature, if one is going to be led by the Spirit of God.

 

<opentext> Rom 8:14-15, 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For [the Spirit which] you have now received [is] not a spirit of slavery to put you once more in bondage to fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption [the Spirit producing sonship] in [the bliss of] which we cry, Abba (Father)! Father! AMP

 

<opentext> I like the way the Amplified translation compares the old nature to slavery, as one was held a prisoner of the lower nature, and it's desires and cravings. Unless one has tasted the good Word of God, they have no idea of the liberty that is there. 

<opentext> And, one cannot experience this liberty that is in Christ, as a carnal Christian, rather they have to pass through the veil of the flesh, in order that God can reveal His Son within them.

<opentext> That is why it is important, even vital to note, that Paul says that we have not been given the spirit of fear; which shows us that there is then another Spirit which we should receive.

<opentext> And this Spirit, which is of power, and love, which produces a sound mind when one stays renewed in Christ, shows us that we are His children. Yet, how hard is it for many to really perceive Him as their Father, and to be able to have an intimacy with Him?

<disciple> can be difficult during correction, or counsel they don't want to hear

<greg> they think that Jesus of Nazareth was the only one that could be pleasing, and don’t learn to be faithful in little things which will lead to a more solid understanding of Gods love.

<at-peace> if one is looking to man it is harder for that intimacy to grow with our Father

<opentext> Paul say to know the love of God which passes all understanding of the lusts of the lower nature. It is learning from Him, how to enter into, and then maintain this new relationship with Him, in the realm of His Spirit..

<opentext> And that is exactly it Charlene, as often times one tries to base their relationship with Father, by past experiences they have had in the flesh. They think their old family life, or other relationships that they had in the flesh, where people are used and abused, is going to be the same with Father. Thus why one has to remain mindful of how our new life started, that we became a new creation in Christ, old things had passed away, for all things become new in Christ. So then one has to learn of the law of faith which is what governs Father's realm.

 

<opentext> Yet, how often does one try to carry their old baggage into this new relationship with Christ?

<greg> i share this experience with many at work and get strange looks, but the simple fact is i have spent the early part of my life trying to please my dad which was never achievable, i will spend my latter years pleasing my Father which i know is

<chosen> when one wrestles with an area of their life, rather than letting go of it

<at-peace> we all have and at times still have it packed ... matter of whether or not we are willing to permanently reside with Father and put away that old baggage and learn to live with Him

<greg> i see them hanging on to someone in their life, the way i did at one time, trying to please them more out of guilt than love, still trying to live up to someone else’s standards…like Paul himself shared, separated from his mothers womb, cutting all earthly ties and bondages.

 

<opentext> We are to be led by His Spirit, that is, a willing participant. And if one is willing, then they are going to have to learn to give ear to Father's counsel, aside from old ideas of what they think love, and a family relationship is, and now learn to enter into Father's realm, and develop that intimacy that Father wants to have with His children.

<opentext> People in this world, try to extract our love and devotion for their own personal gain. Father wants our love, so that He can permanently adopt us into His family, so that we can share eternity with Him.
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