13 January 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<greg> Thank you Father for this wonderful opportunity to worship this day in spirit and in truth, to gather at your table with the family of Christ, and partake of your spiritual bread of life through our saviour Jesus Christ 

<opentext> Rom 11:9-10, 9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling block, and a recompence unto them: 10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. KJV

<opentext> How often does seeking our own table, blind us from seeing that which Father has prepared for us?

<helpmate> we are seeking earthly things so the vail is keeping us from seeing in the spirit

<disciple> sometimes can be mislead by our own thinking, not waiting for to hear Father all the way through

<greg> our table has been prepared before the foundation of the world, hard to beat that

<opentext> The veil preventing one from seeing that which Father has for His children. People still look at the shadows, rather then seeking the Source, the light.

<opentext> 2 Cor 3:14 In fact, their minds were grown hard and calloused [they had become dull and had lost the power of understanding]; for until this present day, when the Old TESTAMENT (the old covenant) is being read, that same veil still lies [on their hearts], not being lifted [to reveal] that in Christ it is made void and done away. 15 Yes, down to this [very] day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies upon their minds and hearts. AMP

their heart becomes hardened (callouse)
Matt 13:13-15 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. (KJV)

Heb 4:1-2 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. (KJV)

<opentext> And how many today still seek to understand the old, hoping that it will enlighten them to the new? [seeking the shadow, rather then the Source of the light]

<helpmate> many…very many...most  <disciple> most are

<at-peace> same as then.. many are called, but few are chosen (Matt 22:14)
<greg> if they stay in the old, then they don’t have to look honestly at their own lives and deal with the hidden things of dishonesty, things that offend Father (2Cor 4:2)
2 Cor 3:6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. (KJV)
John 9:25-41

<opentext> How does one get callousness? By doing the same things over and over?

<helpmate> traditions   <disciple> yes   <at-peace> yes

<greg> one gets callous, stale, instead of all things becoming new its same o same 0

Mark 7:6-9 He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. (KJV)

<opentext> Like Paul tells us, that they had become calloused, hardened towards the truth. They had lost the power of understanding.

<opentext> 2 Cor 4:3 But even if our Gospel (the glad tidings) also be hidden (obscured and covered up with a veil that hinders the knowledge of God), it is hidden [only] to those who are perishing and obscured [only] to those who are spiritually dying and veiled [only] to those who are lost. 4 For the god of this world has blinded the unbelievers' minds [that they should not discern the truth], preventing them from seeing the illuminating light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ (the Messiah), Who is the Image and Likeness of God. AMP

<opentext> It is only by His Spirit, that one is able to discern good from evil. (John 16:13-15, Eph 1:17-18, Heb 5:14)
<opentext> I often think of the mystery of the gospel like a locker that has a combination lock on it, without the proper combination, one will not be able to gain access to that which is inside.

<opentext> As Paul told us earlier in this epistle, that if "any" man has NOT the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His (Rom8:9). 
<opentext> Stop and think for a moment about how it was before you knew the mystery; didn't you think you had a handle on God, and that you were doing okay?

<helpmate> yes   <disciple> yep   <chosen> yes

<greg> one never seemed to measure up, always came up short

<opentext> Now how or why could one assume that all was well with them, when the reality was that they were still on the outside trying to look in?

<disciple> self confidence, instead of being confident in Him

<helpmate> always listened to what man had to say and never opened the Bible to see what it had to say for myself

<greg> it was just a hope, not a now faith, anything with substance

2 Cor 10:12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise. (KJV)

<opentext> So as Paul points out, the god of this world, had the mind hardened and calloused against the truth; a form of blindness, that was not able to look at or perceive the light. 

Eph 4:18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: (KJV)
John 1:5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. (KJV)
John 1:10-11 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. (KJV)
<opentext> Now ponder for a moment, if one is following shadows, then they have to be going away from the source of the light.  Thus we can see why one has to come to the knowledge of the truth, and the wisdom and power of God can only be found in Christ (1Cor 1:24).

2 Tim 3:7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)… following shadows, not coming to the light for a clearer understanding and knowledge of the truth.

1 Tim 2:3-4 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. (KJV)

<opentext> Now, just as we were deceived and led astray for years by the deception that men used to keeps us in bondage, one can then see how Israel had fallen into the same trap as well.

<opentext> It is always easier for the lower nature to see and partake of the table that man has prepared, rather then seeking out that deep and sincere relationship with the Father by and through Christ Jesus.

<opentext> And when partaking at man's table, isn't much of what you partake of determined by that which you see others doing? [kind of like, monkey see, monkey do]

<helpmate> yes

<greg> the table of man is like drive through fast food, it tastes good and is appealing to the flesh, but unhealthy and leads to death, the table of God is the things that are needful, though it doesn’t always taste so good

<greg> have it your way    <greg> flame broiled

one finds themselves doing what others are doing & saying what others are saying if they don’t keep focused and renewed in the Word…. We are to come out from among them and avoid profane and vain babblings that will increase unto more ungodliness.
1 Cor 10:20-21 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils. Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. (KJV)
1 Cor 5:8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (KJV)
 <opentext> Why is this? [consider that in the physical, you would not partake of a deadly poison just because you saw someone else do it] So why does one do this in the spiritual realm?

<disciple> they don't see in the spiritual, so they aren’t concerned about it

<helpmate> lazy = dull of hearing

<at-peace> the mind not renewed and focused on things above

<opentext> 1 John 2:9Whoever says he is in the Light and [yet] hates his brother [Christian, born-again child of God his Father] is in darkness even until now. 10 Whoever loves his brother [believer] abides (lives) in the Light, and in It or in him there is no occasion for stumbling or cause for error or sin. AMP

<opentext> Now, i can dislike what someone else does, but one cannot hate them. In spite of the condition we were in as sinners, God still loved us enough to make the ultimate sacrifice for us, that reconciliation would be made available to us.

Rom 5:8-11 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement. (KJV)

<opentext> How often does one consider how much hate plays in one's rebellion against God?

<disciple> hating a brother or sister, is like hating part of Father...and that is rebellion

<greg> they that are in the flesh, outside, veiled, cannot please God

<opentext> And why did Cain kill Able?

<at-peace> he hated him

<disciple> jealousy that he heard Father and obeyed...he hated him for it

<helpmate> because Able gave his very best and Cain knew that he had not so he was jealous

<opentext> Good answers. Look at it this way also, he hated that His brother found favor with God; and rather then seeking how to have that relationship with God, he rather killed his brother, hoping that would eliminate the competition.

<opentext> How many times have we rebelled as well, because we were jealous over the relationship someone else had?

<helpmate> too many times

<disciple> have done that, allowing a root of bitterness to flourish

<opentext> Do you think maybe the children of Israel may have rebelled against Moses, because they were jealous of the relationship that he had with God? And could this jealous [hatred] have blinded them from the truth?

<disciple> yes   <helpmate> yes   <at-peace> sure   <chosen> yes

<greg> it can happen when a person doesn’t like their place in the body, and thinks they should be elevated rather than learning to be content and faithful with the calling

Heb 13:5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. (KJV)

<opentext> 1 John 1:7,  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. KJV

1 Pet 1:22-23 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. (KJV)

Copyright © 2005 Rev Larry Gazelka all rights reserved

