13 April 2005 Wednesday Bible study.

<chosen> we thank you Father for your love, and for supplying that which we have need of so that we can fellowship with you this day in spirit and in truth.... we pray that our hearts would remain open to only your voice this day and that we would allow your truth to be that which ministers to us through your Son Jesus Christ

<opentext> Rom 12:4-5, 4 For as in one physical body we have many parts (organs, members) and all of these parts do not have the same function or use, 5 So we, numerous as we are, are one body in Christ (the Messiah) and individually we are parts one of another [mutually dependent on one another]. AMP

<opentext> One needs to be confident in the work which He has begun within us, by the measure of the gift of Christ, the measure of faith that enables one to hear and comprehend this Message once delivered, but yet recognizing that we are still a part of the body of Christ, and learning to recognize how we fit into the body.

<opentext> Not only does one have to learn how that they fit into the body, but then they also have to learn to work together with the rest of the body, with the least amount of friction.

<opentext> Most do realize that they are supposed to fit into the body, but how many are able to make this transition, transformation smoothly?

<disciple> sometimes can be difficult

<chosen> it can be a bumpy ride at first as we seek how to operate in that place

<opentext> Okay, but let's think back to verse 2 of this chapter, and how Paul tells us not to be conformed [fitting in] to this world. How often does one try to use the same tactics or schemes that they used to fit into the world, to fit into the body of Christ?

<disciple> yes, or the same tactics as when we try to fit into our physical family...try to imitate or please

<chosen> they are two totally different paths

<opentext> They are two totally different paths, and thus why Paul says in that same verse, that we are to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, by studying His Word to show ourselves approved unto Him.

<opentext> And as the Lord described that there are two paths; the wide path that leads to destruction, or the strait and narrow that leads to eternal life with Him.

<opentext> So then how does one, how is one able to then fit into the body of Christ with the least amount of friction?

<disciple> stay focused on listening to Father and applying His Word to our lives...we will then please Him and obey what He would have us do

<chosen> by having the mind of Christ, being in union with Him, so that we have that same union and same Spirit as the other members of the body

<opentext> Very good answers. Phil 2:3-5, 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: (KJV)

<opentext> We are to be imitators of Christ, yet how many remember the servant that Jesus Christ was?

<disciple> most don't believe He was

<chosen> not many..... we should be serving with our whole life

<opentext> Learning to be the servant. And as the Lord said, that those who want to be great in His kingdom, have to learn to be the servant of all.

<opentext> It is easy to be a servant to those who appreciate it, but what about to those who then try to take advantage of the situation?

<chosen> that can be difficult  <disciple> that can be difficult to handle...takes patience

<opentext> It takes patience; but what does one do then to develop that patience?

<disciple> training and discipline...remembering how much patience Father has with us

<opentext> The Word tells us that the trying of our faith brings about patience. The application of faith to our life and walk.

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit.

<opentext> People often hear the Word of God, but how often is it really applied to their life?

<disciple> not often that happens

<chosen> most let it in one ear and out of the other ear, rather than hiding it within their heart

<disciple> most feel their obligation to God is over by listening to some man preach his version of the truth

<opentext> So one has to become a doer of the Word; that is one who not only hears the Word, but then also applies it to their life as an actual way of life and living.

<opentext> Now how often do people think or assume that this transition or transformation should all take place at one instant, just as the new birth does?

<disciple> start out thinking that, and then realize, like everything else, it takes time and effort

<chosen> we wish it would but it takes a commitment to God, ..... we should be committed to Him in the same way that He is committed to us

<opentext> That would explain then why Paul tells us that we are to grow up into Him in all things. A continual growing process as long as we are yet here.

<opentext> As you grow up into Him, and begin to really see who you are in Christ, how much does that stir the gift within you, and you then want others to see what you have, as well as obtain that which you have?

<chosen> SO much     <disciple> very much

<opentext> Then that is where one has to be able to hear Father's counsel, so that they are able to present it to others in the proper manner. Learning to serve up the Word, as Father would have us to do. A servant.
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