13 April 2004 Tuesday Bible study.

<chosen> thank you Father for all that you have provided for us, to nourish and strengthen us through your Word... we thank you that you are the same, yesterday , today and forever, and that you always remain faithful to your Word ... we pray that we will strive to remain faithful to you this day, as we hear and obey your counsel, through Christ Jesus

<opentext> Rom 6:6-7  6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. KJV

<opentext> The old man is to be crucified with Him. Old things are passed away Paul tells us, which then will enable the believer to walk in the newness of life in the Spirit of Christ.

<opentext> That new creation in Christ, is seeking those things which are above, where Christ Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father. Seeking first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness.

<opentext> So why is the old way of life, the old way of living, the old nature, so tempting to return to?

<disciple> doesn't take discipline and training to live that way and the instant gratification 

<chosen> the devil lies and tempts us, making it look right

<opentext> Note in verse 6, that Paul says that the body of sin might be destroyed.  It takes a love for God above all else, for a person to accept God's Word, to want His Word, and to then live in full compliance with the law of faith. 

<opentext> The carnal man, the old nature, can only relate to the physical, the here and now. Therefore, the old nature only seeks the gratification, the satisfaction of the things that it understands or comprehends. 

<opentext> If the old man is allowed to be in control, it will seek to satisfy the old nature, and that old nature is one that leads to a life in opposition to the truth of God's Word. If we are not for Him, then one is going to be against Him. A divided house will be full of division within itself, and there will be a constant wavering on what to do.

<opentext> A person will try to hang onto the people, places and things of this world with the lower nature, and try to serve God in the new nature, and thus the constant battle that will ensue between the two natures.

<opentext> Rom 6:7-8, 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: KJV

<opentext> Thus why one has to die daily to the leadings, the leanings of the old nature, and learn to live and walk in the Spirit each moment of each and every day.

<opentext> To be dead with Christ, is to set aside all of the leadings and trappings of the old man, the fallen nature, and to only do those things that please God the Father.

<opentext> Now, as soon as one gives any ground to the rebellious old nature, how quickly do the indecisions set in?

<chosenafk> fast

<at-peace^> if you give the old nature an inch it will try to take a mile quite quickly

<at-peace^> a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump

<opentext> Thus why we are told to cast down any and every thought, any imagination that attempts to exalt itself against the knowledge of God, and bring it quickly under the subjection of the Word.

<opentext> To allow the Word of God to have dominion within our life, so that the new nature, the new creation is what remains in control.

<opentext> Adam left us the inheritance of death by his disobedience to that which God asked of him. New life, a new inheritance by obedience to the Word is the heritage that Jesus Christ left to us and for us. Death or life, very plain and simple to recognize when one maintains the proper relationship with Father.

<opentext> Yet, how blurred, how clouded does the picture become, when one wavers or halts between obeying God, or the old nature?

<chosen> it gets foggy

<at-peace^> a cloud of confusion sets in and distorts the clear perception of the picture

<opentext> Keeping the old man, and its desires and cravings dead and buried, so that one can clearly hear and see God's counsel for them, and make the decision to walk in that newness life. 

<opentext> Rom 6:8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: KJV

<opentext> To be dead with Christ, to the old nature of sin, one then must believe that they are risen with Him, in order to live in Him.

<opentext> Yet, do you always believe that you are risen in Him?

<disciple> not always

<at-peace^> depends on whether one keeps their eye single and full of light

<opentext> Thus why we have to cast down the wrong thoughts, ideas or assumptions, before they pull us down from the heavenlies where we are supposed to remain seated in Christ Jesus. Seated in Him because the work is completed, and now one has to learn to trust in the victory that is already completed.

<at-peace^> without the light of life it would be difficult for one to believe and see themselves risen in Him

<opentext> Today, you have the honor, the privilege, the opportunity, to live in Him.
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