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<at-peace> Father we come before you this day today with open hearts and ears, to fellowship together, partaking of your precious Bread Of Life and Living Waters, that would keep us and sustain us this day. we give thanks Father for that which you have

 prepared for each of us, and all those who partake of this fellowship we share.... we give you Father and you alone, all of the praise, honour, and glory in the name of your Son our Lord and Saviour Christ Jesus....

<opentext> For the past few weeks, we have been looking at how the flesh not only hinders our walk with Father, but also seriously clouds our vision. Without a vision or revelation from God, the people will perish. This is because the revelation is Christ the Son of God. This is the bread of life that is essential for our spirit man to grow. We forget, that God is a Spirit, and they that fellowship with Him…must do it in Spirit and in truth. Yet all too often, we attempt to do it in the flesh, and then wonder why we have failed so miserably.  

<opentext> Gal 1:11-12, But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. (KJV)

<opentext> Paul did not learn this from any man! He did not go to the local seminary, or the local group of elders to learn of and receive the revelation of Jesus Christ. Yet how often is it that we heap to ourselves teachers, with our ears itching, to hear and see

 what the world is doing?

<renewed> often, but unless the gospel of Jesus Christ becomes a personal revelation for each of us, it is of no effect

<mizpah> sometimes, although rarely anymore, watch the TV preachers to see what they are saying.

<shama> sometimes often

<opentext> It is a narrow and straight gate that leads to Father's house....and as we try to pass through that gate...our flesh will become stuck, and the only way for us to proceed is for us to have the flesh fall off, that we are able to take another step forward.

<at-peace> when it speaks of teachers... does that also include those are not so called churches... i.e. counsel from anyone outside the body of Christ?  

<opentext> correct

<at-peace> thanks :-)

<opentext> We forget that faith comes by hearing…but we our hearing has to be the utterance of God. It has to be spoken by God's inspiration….as all scripture is. It is by His Spirit that He is able to speak to us. If we look at the vessel that Father is using, then we

 are listening to flesh and blood, and we are in for some rough times. Though God may use apostles and prophets to bring forth the mystery of the gospel, we have to remember that they are but vessels for Father's use. It is still the Spirit of God that is speaking through them. We must remember, that God is not a respecter of persons. We also cannot think more highly of ourselves then we ought. However by the same token, we can not think any less of ourselves either. The last few weeks, we have been covering some

 areas that have been hard on our flesh, so what i want to do this morning, or i should say what Father has asked me to do, is to open the channel for questions for the rest of study, so that you can ask the questions you have had on this study, but were afraid to ask earlier.  

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> i have a hard time finding balance, like i stay out of my flesh, someone says a swear word...so how do i deal with  that and not enter my flesh. it is easier to pretend like i did not hear it...so when i say, do not talk that way and they say blank you…now how do i stay out of my flesh?

<opentext> a good way to approach that, is for you to recognize how we used to be in the past, and thank Father that He has delivered you from that, and use that as a reminder how watchful we need to be

<diligently> oh yes. that puts a total different light on it. but how do i remember to think that?

<opentext> we are not the saviour of the world...so unless they ask of the hope within us, we do not owe them an answer....nor should we be judgmental, since they are outside of the body of Christ, so Father will judge them.  judy, does that help?

<diligently> yes but i don't like it all; i like most of it.  then that makes me feel like we get to have no rules in our home and every one does just what they feel

<opentext> in our home is quite another matter...especially for the children

<diligently> but what if in our home? that is were i run into the trouble.

<opentext> Judy, there you have to ask Father for the wisdom.....you cannot expect them to be where you are in the Word....you can let them know politely...that those words offend you....and you keep setting the example for them.  

<diligently> but what you said ,about thanking Father that i am not there any more helps me to start the whole thing with love

<opentext> exactly Judy...we remember from where Father has delivered us, and the love and patience that He had with us, and that will then come through from us also

<diligently> and if i stay in a love mode…i am kind. yes and that is the only thing that did deliver me...was love and kindness,

<opentext> exactly

<diligently> so thank you muchly

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> when you say we do not owe them an answer... do you mean an answer when asked a question and/or comment on something they say? comment also being participating in their discussion

<opentext> if they have not ask of the hope of Jesus Christ that is in us, what good would it do to share anything, would we not be casting our pearls before the swine?

<now-faith> o/

<opentext> yes michie

<now-faith> when you say, if they have not asked of the hope that is in us... remember yesterday we were discussing that situation with a friend of mine and you had suggested something that I could mention in regard to why Jimmy got good grades.... how

 would that fit in? because she wouldn't at that point be asking

<opentext> what that is going to do, is show this person how God is the center and focus of your life...and if you want to hear the counsel that Father has given me...ask a question...but if God is not a priority in their life....it is letting them know that any

 question they ask from now on, will be answered according to the Word

<now-faith> aaah ok, very good, i see it now

<renewed> o/

<opentext> yes cheryl

<opentext> when Father asks anything of us, it is usually an area that we are still struggling with in the flesh....so when Father asks of us, the devil is going to come ​immediately​ to take away that which was sown in the heart. so it leaves us at the crossroads of who we are going to listen to.  we always have the choice of who we will listen to. do you really think the devil wants you to hear and comprehend the word of truth, that is able to set you free?

<renewed> no

<opentext> so he has to try to prevent that Word from taking root in your heart...so it will not become a way of life for you. here is another way to look at that. ever been trying to listen to instructions for something, and someone else is talking or distracting you....and

 so then you miss a few things that are vital to complete the task that was set before you....but we do not want to ask what we missed, because we think they will think that we were not paying attention. 

<renewed> right, so it's almost like the bigger the battle, the greater the victory Father is allowing to happen in our lives

<opentext>   Exactly, cheryl

<now-faith> wow, good point

<help-fish> oh yes

<renewed> yup, have had that happen, and then messed up the project or something ... and am in a worse state than if I would have humbled myself and admitted I didn't hear the instructions clearly the first time

<opentext> has Father ever yelled at any of you for asking a question, or for clarification?

<renewed> no

<help-fish> no

<shama> no

<at-peace> no

<now-faith> no. i have sometimes not realized i have been distracted and have missed some of the instructions

<help-fish> you have to start out with **ask**

<mizpah> o/

<opentext> we are a team...so as a team, we can only progress as we are working and moving together.....kind of like a sack race....each of us has our legs tied to another...so unless we work together...in will cause a chain reaction in stumbling

<renewed> wow

<now-faith> that is so true

<opentext> yes miz

<mizpah> this week, it feels like i have dropped a box load of papers and they scattered everywhere...so many things that i learned and have realized that are not right.  how do i gather all that and putting it in practice? it's almost overwhelming to think about all of it.

<opentext> if we try to scoop it all up at once, we will fail miserably, and get discouraged....we need to ask Father which is the first priority for us that He sees, and as we progress, continue to ask His for His guidance for what is next as we progress

<mizpah> ok

<now-faith> would be overwhelming if you were fearful a strong wind would come along and blow them away before you could pick them all up

<mizpah> yeh...forgetting some of it before i can get to it

<help-fish> anything that seams overwhelming, i always break down in to smallest pieces

<opentext> many times as we are progressing...we get to the point in our walk that pride enters in just a bit....and we think we have done so well....what Father does do, is give us a quick glimpse of things that He asked of us, that are still cluttering the floor....and gently nudges us and says...lets clean these things up before we move on child

<at-peace> one paper at a time... Father is not restricted by time...in the Spirit there is plenty of time... we put that time restriction on ourselves, thus on Father too

<mizpah> yeh...great, larry.  He gently reminds us if we forget.  

<opentext> exactly charlene and helen....just like a puzzle...have to find where each piece fits before you can see a clear picture

<now-faith> have felt that way before and instead got discouraged and not picked up the first piece of paper

<mizpah> and again, it is listening to Father on when, not running ahead of Him to do it all at once

<opentext> exactly. also, taking the time to ask Father which piece is first, and continuing to ask Him the proper progression until the task is complete 

<shama> o/

<opentext> yes steph

<shama> what is it that we do that limits Father from either using us or growing us? does He chose not to use us if we doubt His work?

<opentext> usually when that happens...it is usually more that we think....everyone else is more qualified then us....and so we sit back and wait for Father to use them. doubt is part of it, because we think everyone else is better qualified then us.  

<shama> so He can chose to not to do something in our life?? or is it what we are doing?  that stops Him

<diligently> Father wouldn't of made me a mother and a wife if i would not have been able to handle it.

<now-faith> He cannot come in and sup with us until we hear and open up the door, right?

<opentext> each of us is a distinct member of the body of Christ, and as such, Father has a specific task for each of us.... Father asks of us to work with Him and for Him...we

 do have that ability to refuse. Steph, have you ever given counsel to a teen, that you knew would absolutely set them free if they would listen to it, but they only did part of what you asked....and then failed...and then they blamed you?  

<shama> oh yeah

<opentext> was it your fault?

<shama> no

<opentext> exactly. and the same is true with Father...He asks of us, and what He asks He gives us instructions for to complete the task.  

<shama> and if we don't trust Him enough, then He will stop asking us ??

<opentext> however, many times we did not hear or maybe heed all that He said, and so when we then fall, we get discouraged, and will not ask what we did not hear....so we then crawl further into the hole.  

<at-peace> Father says that He will never leave us nor forsake us

<opentext> He will never stop asking as long as we have breathe....it is us that plug our ears...and try not to listen

<shama> oh ok...so He never gives up on us?

<opentext> we forget that His Word has gone to all of the world...so His Word is always there, it is whether we choose to listen and obey...or to reject it.  

<Servant> free will

<opentext> He never gives up on us as long as we still have breathe within us

<opentext> exactly stephanie. our choice to hear and obey...or fear and flee.

<Servant> He allows us to decide if this day who we will serve

<opentext> steph...if that was the case that Father gave up on people...He would have given up on me years ago

<shama> :-)

<opentext> nice smile steph

<shama> so we tie His hands by our own thoughts and reasoning?

<opentext> exactly

<at-peace> or by our words also

<opentext> as a man thinks in his heart, so is he...for out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks, for death and life are in the power of the tongue. therefore we know...that our words will either justify or condemn us. as we grow in a working knowledge of the Word, there will always be some of our flesh that will get in the way, and keep us from seeing more clearly the revelation of who we are in Christ, what Father is doing is trying to draw us closer

<diligently> o/

<opentext> yes judy

<diligently> every time i turn i get big arrows my way…in my family.  so Father must really want to teach me to stay out of my flesh.  it is like they take turn from swearing gambling, you name it goes on.  

<opentext> correct, and if you react in the flesh, you then lower yourself to their level, and you are no longer setting the example that father has asked of you

<diligently> all the time, and i can either be in my flesh and die in it all...or give it all to Father, and what does that do, makes Father happy with me  and i am at peace, and i get to live with Father for ever

<opentext> it is the shield of faith, His Word, that is able to quench all of the fiery darts of the wicked...no living waters then the darts will keep burning. exactly judy....our choice to hear...or cover our ears

<diligently> wow. Wouldn't it be fun for just awhile to have the perfect life?

<opentext> we will, one day soon

<opentext> Prov 16:7  When a man's ways please the LORD, he maketh

 even his enemies to be at peace with him. (KJV)

<at-peace> i am pressing and looking forward to that perfect eternal life with Father :-)

<diligently> yes me also

<opentext> Phil 4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
 (KJV)

<opentext> Weymouth translation for phil 4:7And then the peace of God, which transcends all our powers of thought, will be a garrison to guard your hearts and

 minds in union with Christ Jesus.

<diligently> oh this is sooooo good.

<shama> please could you give me the meaning of the word ....despise?

<opentext> 1 Tim 4:12  Let no man despise thy youth; (KJV)

<opentext> 2706  kataphroneo (kat-af-ron-eh'-o); from 2596 and 5426; to think against, i.e. disesteem: KJV-- despise.

<shama> thy youth = your past???

<opentext> DESPISE, DESPISER

<opentext> 
1. exoutheneo ^1848^, "to make of no account" (ex, "out," oudeis, "nobody," alternatively written, outheis), "to regard as nothing, to despise utterly, to treat with contempt." This is usually translated to "set at nought," <Luke 18:9>, RV, KJV, "despised."  (from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words) (Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

<opentext> when we despise our youth...Father says we are a new creation in His Son Jesus Christ....we proceed to tell Father what a mess we still are, and how we are unfit for His use...this would be an example of despising our youth in Him. our youth in Christ...being a child of His, that is being trained in the way he should go.  

<opentext> steph...did that help?

<shama> yeah

<diligently> larry i just thought of this.  maybe Father brought it to my attention, but if i had a perfect life, i would not be of use to him, and I'd not know how to handle any thing, so when He is done polishing me like a pearl can help others, and along the way

 now, and i will know Father hears and helps

<opentext> lol...judy...if you were perfect...you would be home with Father.....so as we go through this life...as we gain victories over the flesh...then Father brings those across our path, that we can share with them, how we were able to overcome that area of

 our life by the Word

<diligently> wow

<renewed> Isn't there a time when we have to put our past behind us (come to a peace about it) so that we can move forward? (was thinking of the scripture about no man who looks back is fit for the kingdom)

<opentext> everything before right now is the past....and it is now faith, His word, that will enable me to take the next step, otherwise i will get stuck in the gate if i try to do it on my own, or as Paul said...forgetting those things that are behind....

<diligently> where does Paul say that?

<renewed> right, only satan wants to remind us of the past

<opentext> anything before right now....and unless we accept Father's forgiveness and forgetfulness, we will stay stuck there, until we hear and obey His counsel for that area that He is working with us on.  

<opentext> Phil 3:13-14  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:

 but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,

 and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

<opentext> Weymouth translation of  Philippians 3:13-14  Brethren, I do not imagine that I have yet laid hold of it. But this one thing I do--forgetting everything which is past

 and stretching forward to what lies in front of me, with my eyes fixed on the goal I push on to secure the prize of God's heavenward call in Christ Jesus.

<diligently> oh how comforting

<opentext> Isa 43:25-26 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.
  Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified. (KJV)

<opentext> excellent questions this morning

<renewed> sometimes feels like I have one cement foot, am trying to drag along with me

<opentext> always remember, that the only dumb question, is the one you never ask

<diligently> yes i under stand sis

<opentext> lol cheryl....the flesh will always feel like that

<diligently> but only i feel like i have only one leg at times

<renewed> ah, okay :-)

<help-fish> i think we all go through periods like that

<opentext> lol...that is why we walk in the spirit...it is not dependent on the flesh

<diligently> is that the only reason we get that feeling at times, because we are in our flesh then, if we are feeling that way

<help-fish> Father just showed me when i feel like that, i need to stand and listen to what He is trying to say to me, instead of trying to run and drag the cement with me

<renewed> very good helen :-)

<now-faith> wearing yourself out and  possibly breaking a leg in the process?

<opentext> yes

<now-faith> excellent

<opentext> we will try to have 2 question and answer periods a month here....the first and third Thursdays of the month...

<now-faith> that would be great!

<diligently> yes

<renewed> :-))

<mizpah> sure would

<Servant> :-)

<opentext> you are still able to ask any time during studies...but this will enable us to get a little more off of the topic

<now-faith> Larry, have yet another question, if I may?

<opentext> sure michie

<now-faith> If we are hearing Father ask something of us.... a change or growth area and we say yes and we recognize how that could be put into practice in our lives, can we then ask Father to place situations in our lives that would exercise that?

<opentext> it would be more of...Father help me to see and recognize these areas in my life, and allow me to hear your wisdom on how to respond to each and every situation

<now-faith> ok, yes, i see. because those situations are already there and we have not been responding as we should be?  

<opentext> have any of you ever noticed, how that when Father is teaching us something, and that if we listen, that always seems to happen shortly after Father has been working with us on it?

<now-faith> lol, yes!

<Servant> yes, always

<now-faith> like almost immediately at times!

<help-fish> yes

<opentext> we have to remember, that Father sits outside of time, and therefore knows what we have need of...before we ask

<shama> yeah

<now-faith> that is true

<opentext> so Father sees what we need...and prepares us for it, if we are listening....no listen...no answers

<now-faith> have realized an area of victory over fear in my life that didn't realize existed as such (more like denied it) until very recently.... and have had a situation where that was sort of put to the test and realized the confidence that (i) have in Christ and it

 was so exciting that now i want to have that happen more and more ....

<opentext> that is why Father has told us start the day off, by asking Him for the bread of life, that He knows will sustain us this day

<now-faith> now that i see there was no need to fear!

<opentext> if there are no more questions...the channel is open for fellowship

<Servant> we want you all to know how precious this study has been for us, and thank you larry for leading this study


opentext says, joyful to be of service! humble thanks stephanie


<Servant> our lives have changed so much and has been very painful, but this time we share with you has put us back on track with the Lord

<opentext> PYL...that indeed is a blessing to hear

<now-faith> PYL!

<mizpah> PYL!

<now-faith> what a blessing to hear

<opentext> we are family here....and we always have time to listen and share

<now-faith> the pain is the flesh falling off and the healing begins with the ointment (anointing, smearing) of the Word!

<opentext> many times, just having someone that will listen to us, is enough to get it out in the open, and then Father is able to show us how to apply the Word to it...we are here to help  and assist in any way that we can

<renewed> larry, is there a time that we can be fighting Father on something, or is the fight always against satan?

<opentext> we can fight against receiving Father's counsel...yes

<renewed> so how do we know the difference?


[06:45] <opentext> Acts 26:14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. (KJV)


<opentext> when it is Father speaking...we know inside for we are convicted.....when it is the devil...it is condemnation


<mizpah> Father never condemns us, but convicts us...telling us we have a problem and offering a solution?

<renewed> ok, and if there is conviction there will always be a Word with it?

<opentext> correct miz

<mizpah> great

<opentext> the conviction tells us that we are wrong, and Father is saying...ask for i do have a solution for you that will work, if applied

<renewed> ah, okay .. thanks that helps

<opentext> :-)    another way of looking at it is like

<opentext> condemnation beats us down, Father's conviction tries to help us up, all we need to do is grab Father's hand

<now-faith> for me, when i am fighting against Father, i usually find myself trying to justify or reason why i am doing what i am doing...and never really being at peace about it, it nags at me


<renewed> wow .. okay

<now-faith> can we also take Father's conviction, turn and listen to the devil and allow condemnation in?

<opentext> sure....yes Father...i see what you are asking...BUT.  now we have given the devil a foothold...for we have rejected Father's counsel.  now that little problem starts to become a mountain.  and the more we try to push it aside, and not deal with it, the bigger it becomes


<opentext> Matt 11:28-30  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. (KJV)


<shama> why is that?


<renewed> hmmm, think I've experience that at least once is my life!


<help-fish> me too

<Servant> lol, me too!

<now-faith> me three!

<mizpah> a few times....quite a few

<Servant> i want to do it my way, to often

<opentext> steph...if you cut yourself, and someone offers you soap, water, antiseptic and a bandage...and you refuse it....and then get blood poisoning...whose fault is it...theirs because they did not sit you down and make you use it...or yours because you refused the help?

<help-fish> yes...several times

<now-faith> what a joy it is to see that **but** removed!

<shama> it would be my fault

<opentext> correct...and once we refused Father's help...that cut would get swollen, full of puss...and get bigger and bigger...al because we said BUT Lord...i would rather do it me way

<renewed> so instead of taking care of the cut right away, we've let is "fester" and poison our whole body

<opentext> exactly

<shama> ok

<help-fish> a little leaven, leavens the whole lump

<now-faith> have heard someone say ... a long time ago... that Father keeps sending "lessons" in our lives... and if we don't learn that lesson right the first time, that it keeps coming around again until we "get it right"....  

<now-faith> that isn't true, right? we just have the same or similar situations in our lives and we make that choice each time if we will hear Father's guidance and council on it 

<opentext> well...that is because how can we progress, if we do not learn that step....no shortcuts in Father's word

<now-faith> ok

<opentext> we are not able to see more of the revelation in Christ, until we get that building block in the proper order in the wall, that is being built on the cornerstone

<now-faith> ok, that does make sense

<opentext> precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon line...here a little and there a little


<opentext> Isa 28:13-14  But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken.  Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men,(KJV)

<opentext> when we don't hear...that is when we fall backward, and are broken, and snared with the words of our mouth...and taken captive by the devil

<now-faith> and remain in bondage until we hear and obey and are set free

<opentext> yes...until we hear and obey Father's counsel then we return to that straight and narrow path, where we stumbled off, not 3 miles ahead or behind.  now, we can continue the journey home

<now-faith> right, ok and we can make it through that narrower opening as the flesh is put further in subjection

<opentext> exactly

<shama> wow that's awesome

<opentext> if we try to jump on at a different point...we are like the thief and robber in John 10…the only opening is Christ

<now-faith> was talking with Father this morning before study, telling Him how i was feeling squeezed in with all that He expected of me but knew also that the wide road was not the free or victorious road

<opentext> and to be in Christ...old things have to pass away...or become dead and drop off

<now-faith> when He showed me how i did in fact know the confidence i have in Christ and all that He has opened up to me and know that there is absolutely nothing of this world that is worth compromising all of that....

<opentext> any of you seen how they will tie off an unwanted branch until it falls off?

<now-faith> i could realize the victory that has always been there

<mizpah> no

<now-faith> no

<shama> no

<opentext> that is the way many farmers will prune a tree, and it allows proper healing at the same time

<opentext> so as our flesh gets pinched off by the Word...it also brings about healing at the same time

<shama> wow

<now-faith> :-)

<mizpah> neat analogy

<now-faith> yes, very neat

<opentext> as we get stuck in the gate, the Word is pinching off the flesh....as Father is trying to get us to walk more in the Spirit

<now-faith> that is true larry, and that having been said right when i needed it because i was feeling "squeezed" in

<opentext> each day we are in the world, Father tries to show us more of how not to be of this world, by walking in the Spirit…one step closer to being HOME

<mizpah> yippee!

<now-faith> the biggest thing i am confronted with is... is there anything of this world, any friendship of this world (not just friends but idols too) that are worth the compromise of the Word and where you are in Christ?

<now-faith> and Father is helping me to get the "no, but's" out of the way!

<opentext> none...and those are the things of the flesh that drop off as we hear Father's counsel

<shama> as we grow it can seem to get harder/painful at times.....is that cuz He wants to move us on further now? or He is expecting more of us?

<mizpah> larry...sometimes it is difficult to understand, because people that are nice still to me, since i got saved, it seems like i shouldn't shun them

<opentext> He wants us to move on further steph. evil communications...corrupts Father's values.  if they are not for Him, then they are against Him

<mizpah> it don't seem evil, though...they just seem ignorant of the mystery

<now-faith> making those choices each step of the way, huh? is their "niceness" worth it?

<opentext> how can two walk, talk together, less they be in agreement

<mizpah> they can't

<opentext> if they are not walking in the truth, and do not want to hear it, then they are trying to win you over to their way of thinking

<mizpah> so, should we assume they won't be agreed if they heard it, and if we don't see them after we get saved and know the mystery, how will they ever know to ask?

<opentext> Father asks us to be, where He sees we can be most affective...not where we think we can

<mizpah> oh, ok

<opentext> going back to old friends...would be like this example

<opentext> Luke 9:61-62  And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but

 let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house.  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.   (KJV)

<now-faith> ouch

<mizpah> oh, wow!  that's right!

<opentext> or this

<opentext> Luke 9:59-60  And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father.  Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead:

 but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.
 (KJV)

<now-faith> alright, that is it, you are reading minds!

<mizpah> absolutely right!  of course....nobody came back and told me...i searched and listened to Father for the guidance

<now-faith> i just said to Father, that we had to go over those three "buts" to see where they were applying to my life!

<mizpah> then He sent somebody...they have to know there is something missing in order to seek or want to listen

<opentext> 59 "Follow me," He said to another. "Master," the man replied, "allow me first to go and bury my father." 60 "Leave the dead," Jesus rejoined, "to bury their

 own dead; but you must go and announce far and wide the coming of the Kingdom of God." 61 "Master," said yet another, "I will follow you; but allow me first to go and say good-bye to my friends at home." 62 Jesus answered him, "No one who has put his

 hand to the plough, and then looks behind him, is fit for the Kingdom of God.

<opentext> all very good points...and shows us how subtle the devil is in trying to get us to divert from the path Father has asked us to walk.  always remember, we are not the saviour, but rather supposed to be the example of the believer.....and we do not

 always know that which Father is asking of us.  our example alone...can get someone to question their values....and cause them to seek Father. living the Word, not just talking about it

<now-faith> yes, and that is the first focus, that our example is right.... be ye holy in all manner of living

<opentext> exactly

<now-faith> what happens out of that is up to Father and if that focus is in place, we will not be looking to be the saviour of those ppl

<opentext> as long as we are a part of what Father is asking of this ministry...we are partakers of all that is accomplished....no matter how big or small **we think** our role is.   any of you seen a **one more** added since you have been a part of Father's work?

<help-afk> me

<shama> yes

<now-faith> larry, considering Father has had me in this channel with just opentext, helpmate and now-faith.... that would be a yes!

<opentext> and what price can you place on one persons salvation?

<help-afk> priceless

<shama> no price at all

<now-faith> 0

<opentext> then we have seen enough to keep us busy for as long as we are here, even if we would not see the plausible results...

<help-afk> lol....there aren't enough **0**'s

<help-afk> exactly!!

<opentext> we never know how we affect any that Father may send and place  elsewhere....so we only have to keep working in the vineyard till Father tells us the work is done

<help-afk> all heaven rejoices when one more is found

<opentext> exactly

<shama> is there a verse about how Father takes each of us at our own pace?

<opentext> it makes no difference if we are fertilizing...till the soil, watering

<helpmate> Matt 20:9
And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.
 (KJV)

<opentext> steph...the one of the vineyard, where those that came in at the 11th hour, received the same wages as those that were there from the beginning of the work day

<shama> ok :-)

<opentext> Matt 20:9-10

<opentext> 9
And when they came that were hired about the

 eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.


<opentext> 10
But when the first came, they supposed that they

 should have received more; and they likewise received every

 man a penny.


<opentext> (KJV)

<opentext> 9 "When those came who had begun at five o'clock,

 they received a shilling apiece;

<opentext> 10 and when the first came, they expected to get

 more, but they also each got the shilling.

<opentext> that help steph?

<shama> yeah was just thinking about how Father takes us at

 His pace, step by step and yet we ask Him what he's doing!

<shama> He's

<opentext> those that were there first...thought more highly of

 themselves then they should have....and forgot who they were

 working for

<opentext> i don't care where i am in Father's kingdom...i just

 want to get there.

<shama^> :-) yep

<shama^> does Father sometimes want us to wait where we are

 at???

<opentext> lol...yes

<shama^> or does He always want us to be moving on?

<opentext> there may be something else He needs to show us

 before we move on....

<shama^> ahhh yeah

<helpmate> as long as it is towards His mark that we are

moving......and not satan's

<opentext> and as long as we are hearing Him...our spirit man is

 moving towards home...that is why we do not gauge it by where

 our flesh is or appears to be

<shama^> oh ok

<opentext> the flesh many times tells us that we should be doing

 this, or we should be doing that.......and Father is saying, be still

 and know that I am God

<shama^> sometimes He wants us to just sit where we are and

 listen until He shows us something more then?

<opentext> exactly

<opentext> pppppppppatience

<shama^> lol

<opentext> ppppppppperseverance

<opentext> pppppppersistance

<shama^> hmmm!!

<helpmate> persistence.....ok Father, i'm not going to move till you show me what You want me to see

<shama^> yesss

<opentext> ok Father, i am going to patiently wait here for what you know i have need of, persevering the temptations of the flesh to move ahead of you, and be persistent in seeking your face and hearing your voice this day

<shama^> wow yeah

<now-faith> like that

<opentext> steph...every think everyone else is moving on, and you seem like you are lagging behind?

<shama^> cuz if we don't hear what he is asking us to do, then if we move, we would be going against Him?

<shama^> yep

<opentext> did you hear Father say that to you, or was it the devil trying to discourage you?

<shama^> the devil discourages

<opentext> being more concerned with what it appeared where everyone else was, and not being content with where Father has you?

<opentext> Phil 4:11
Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. (KJV)

<opentext> 11 I do not refer to this through fear of privation, for (for my part) I have learned, whatever be my outward experiences, to be content.

<shama^> but what about in times where we are being pruned......and yet we don't know what Father wants us to do??

<shama^> we just sit and wait and don't do anything?

<now-faith> persevering the temptations of the flesh to move ahead of you, and be persistent in.  seeking your face and hearing your voice this day

<helpmate> ask.....Father, i know you want me to_________ok, now how do you want me to continue

<shama^> hmm and what if its not pruning, but satan causing the discomfort!??

<helpmate> if Father is asking you to stop something you shouldn't be doing.....satan will be telling you it is really ok to be doing it

<shama^> yes, ok

<opentext> the more we learn of His Word, the clearer we learn to hear Father's voice....

<shama^> yes and Father always seems to do it in a peaceful way

<opentext> any time Father asks anything of me...i always ask Him to back it up in His Word....anywhere from 3 or 4 up to 8 witnesses before i will move

<shama^> but when Father is trying to get us to deal with something in our life.....satan is going to try to hang onto us so we don't move??

<opentext> exactly...and the peace of God that passes ALL understanding...will keep your heart and mind (note the order) in Christ Jesus

<shama^> and that's where the tugging comes in.  yeah

<opentext> satan will say something like....you don't really have to do that...you are ok where you are....and yet inside we know what Father is asking of us.  anytime in doubt....return to the Word, and ask Father for clarification through His Word

<shama^> yeah and He gives it to me .....and then what if we don't know how/where to move?

<opentext> wait.  be still and know that i am God....in the still small voice God spoke to the prophet

<opentext> I King 19:12-13

<opentext> 12
And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was

 not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.


<opentext> 13
And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped

 his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in

 of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said,

 What doest thou here, Elijah?


<opentext> (KJV)

<now-faith> in our society of quick fixes, it can be frustrating to

 our flesh to not get all that we want right this minute

<shama^> yeah true

<opentext> Zech 4:6

<opentext> Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the

 LORD of hosts.

<opentext> (KJV)

<shama^> can be hard knowing He is doing something or correcting our thinking and yet we don't know what he wants us to

 do!

<shama^> He

<opentext> lol...yes...but in due time, He will reveal His reason as

 well as purpose

<shama^> or whether its satan trying to block our view

<shama^> yep

<opentext> steph...i sat here for 2 years waiting for you to show

 up...think i ever got discouraged, and ask Father why were we

 doing here?

<opentext> hehe

<shama^> yeah

<opentext> ppppppatience

<now-faith> sure know that i did

<opentext> think i did not ask Father if maybe i should be doing

 something else...or someplace else i should be?

<shama^> :-) That word!

<shama^> yep

<opentext> what if i had left to try to find something i wanted to

 do?

<shama^> i'd be dying now!

<opentext> we may not understand why He has us doing what He has us doing, but in His time He will make it clear

<shama^> yeah and His pruning can take a while until we see ALL that He wants to do to make us how He wants us?

<opentext> exactly...and many times we pull the branch out of the way....

<shama^> yes…so as Father is working within us, satan will always try to tell us to do the opposite and then we know that tugging must be cuz of satan?

<opentext> exactly...the devil comes to steal, kill and destroy.  steal your joy, kill your hope in God, and destroy any trust you have in Him.  whatever is not of faith is sin....sin = fear = much torment

<opentext> Phil 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.
 (KJV)

<shama^> yeah i find at times when i do that, in those verses, satan throws in discouraging thoughts soon after

<opentext> exactly...to cause you to loose your focus on the mark of the prize

<shama^> but he's sly at disguising himself too and we often don't think its him at the time and so blame ourselves

<opentext> without a vision (of the mark of the prize, Christ) the people perish

