12 September 2005 Monday Bible study.

 

<opentext> Father, we thank you for this day and this time, that you ordained for us before the world was made, that we could fellowship with you by and through Christ Jesus. Let us seek and receive all that you have for us this day that we might be pleasing to you.

 

<opentext> Rom 14:1-3, 1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth: for God hath received him. (KJV)

 

<opentext> Him that is weak, feeble, without power, receive in the faith.

<opentext> For a moment, consider where you were, and what your hang ups were before you came to a working knowledge of the mystery of the gospel.

<opentext> Yet, until you were exposed to the truth, weren't you held in bondage to those hang ups?

<chosen> yes    <at-peace> yes

<opentext> So what was it then that set you free from those bondages or hang ups?

<disciple> learning to live in the Spirit rather than staying in bondage to the flesh

<at-peace> eyes of my understanding being enlightened to the truth of the gospel of Christ

<chosen> Christ in me the hope of glory, the wisdom and power of God

<opentext> Now for a moment, let us recall the definition of faith:  Rom 10:17 And this proves that faith [comes] from a Message heard, and that the Message comes through its having been spoken by Christ. Weymouth's New Testament 

<opentext> Faith, one's ability to hear, believe and then act upon (live) that which God asks of them, is developed or nurtured to maturity by hearing the Word delivered from the mouth of God, by Christ His Son to us, for the spiritual sustenance that one needs to maintain their proper relationship with God as their Father, brought alive in our life by His Spirit. 

<opentext> So to understand what Paul is starting off saying here, is about receiving those in among you, that have not developed their hearing yet to that place where they are able to distinguish between man and God.

<opentext> Recall for a moment when you were in school, after 1st grade, did they let you graduate from high school?

<disciple> no

<at-peace> no, there were steps of development that needed to be taken

<chosen> no

<opentext> Why not? What were those steps?

<chosen> training, learning and growing    <at-peace> as steph said

<disciple> one has to grow, learn, mature first

<opentext> Wasn't one of the first things that you needed to do, was to be able to hear and comprehend that which was being spoken to you?

<disciple> yes      <chosen> yes       <at-peace> yes

<opentext> And what happened if you spent more time listening to your classmates instead of the instructor?

<at-peace> missed the instructions given     <chosen> you would miss the teachings

<opentext> And then, instead of asking the instructor to go over again what you failed to hear, how often is it that one ask their classmates what was said?

<at-peace> i don't recall for sure, but probably that is what i did

<disciple> that is usually what happened...knowing the instructor might yell about me not listening

<opentext> The vast majority of the time, one would get faulty or incomplete information. Thus a faulty knowledge base was started. Likewise, this same thing happens in the body of Christ. People most often forget that it is the Holy Spirit that will lead us and guide us into all truth.

<opentext> And yet they become so intent on hearing that which man has to say, that they do not get solid instructions on establishing a firm foundation.

<opentext> Jesus Christ said we shall know the truth, and the truth will set us free, if we continue in it. Consider for a moment, after all of Paul's years of training in the Jewish religion, how did he know that that which he heard on the road to Damascus was the truth?

<chosen> it was revealed through the Holy Spirit, revelation

<disciple> Father revealed it to Him through the Holy Spirit

<at-peace> he already knew in his heart what was true, but had been choosing to ignore it

<opentext> Father has sent His Word to all of the world, but everybody does not believe it. Paul felt his heart pricked by the truth, and he had the choice to accept it or reject it.

<opentext> Think back to when Father was trying to draw you closer to Him, and deeper into His family; how much conflict was there between that which man had taught you, and that which God was now trying to reveal to you?

<chosen> very much     <disciple> a great deal of conflict

<opentext> So how then did God get you passed that conflict? Did He get you in a submission Hold until you surrendered? Did He beat you with the Word until you agreed?

<chosen> He was patient and kept speaking to me, showing me more of who He is and waited for me to accept it for myself

<disciple> i yielded to the Holy Spirit, allowing Him to reveal Father to me

<opentext> Good answers. He received us, and kept presenting the Message that Christ delivered to us, and gave us the opportunity to accept it or reject it, to draw closer to Him, or turn our backs to Him and walk away.
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