Bible Study Thursday 12 September 2002

Do you always welcome Father’s counsel? 
Hebrews 12:9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? KJV

The opening question asks us if one always welcomes (are receptive, greet eagerly, at home with) Father’s counsel (guidance, direction, warnings, encouragement). Though we all want to, or would like to answer in the affirmative, each of us knows that we are not always eager to hear Father’s counsel, guidance, direction, warnings or even encouragement.

 

One does not always remember that the Word tells us that Father chastens and rebukes those whom He loves; for His sheep hear His voice, and the voice of another they choose not to follow.

 

Revelation 3:19 The people whom I dearly love, I always reprove and discipline. So keep on being earnest and once for all repent. (William's New Testament)

 

So it was the love he still had to them that induced him thus to reprehend and thus to counsel them. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

There are, indeed, such things as "dead works;" works that have no life-connection with piety; works put on from without, and not brought forth from within; fruits tied upon the tree, and not the product of its life; which are not at all characteristics of true religion. (From Seiss' Apocalypse) 

There may be prayers, vigils, fasts, temples, altars, priests, rites, ceremonies, worship, and still be no true piety. Paganism has all these. (From Seiss' Apocalypse)

 There may be Christian profession, connection with the Church, observance of the sacraments, where saving religion has never taken root. None of these things alone characterize a Christian. (From Seiss' Apocalypse)

That which distinguishes him, where all other tests fail, is his living, active love to God and man-- his CHARITY. If this be lacking, the defect is fatal. (From Seiss' Apocalypse)

All knowledge, all faith, all mastery of tongues, all miraculous powers, cannot atone for such a deficiency. For "pure religion, and undefiled before God and the Father, is this: to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep unspotted from the world" (<James 1:27>). (From Seiss' Apocalypse)

 

So then, if Father corrects us by and through the manifestation of His love (Christ), shouldn’t our response to Him also be by our love for Him?
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