Bible Study Tuesday 12 November 2002

 

Does one really comprehend what God means, when He say that without faith, it is impossible to please Him?

 

Hebrews 11:6 But where there is no faith it is impossible truly to please Him; for the man who draws near to God must believe that there is a God and that He proves Himself a rewarder of those who earnestly try to find Him. (Weymouth's New Testament)
 

Hebrews 4:2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. (KJV)

 

When the Message is not heard or it is neglected, it is impossible to please Him. The Word tells us that to obey is better than sacrifice. Yet very often people think that they can do things other than simple obedience to the Word, to please God. And thus, forget that one is saved, delivered, healed, and made whole by grace, not of works. 

 

[He that cometh to God] The man who professes that it is his duty to worship God, must, if he act rationally, do it on the conviction that there is such a Being infinite, eternal, unoriginated, and self-existent; the cause of all other being; on whom all being depends; and by whose energy, bounty, and providence, all other beings exist, live, and are supplied with the means of continued existence and life. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

One must train themselves in the way that they should go, so that when they mature, they will not depart from the faith. One of the hardest areas for people to overcome in, is learning to walk in the Spirit, and not in the feelings or emotions of the flesh. God is a Spirit; therefore, fellowship with Him must be done in the operation of His Spirit, in proper accordance with His Word, the Operational manual of the believer.

 

He must believe, also, that he rewards them that diligently seek him; that he is not indifferent about his own worship; that he requires adoration and religious service from men; and that he blesses, and especially protects and saves, those who in simplicity and uprightness of heart seek and serve him. (From Adam Clarke Commentary)

 

How often when you pray, do you know that God has not only heard, but answered your prayer? If you do not trust Him, then why do you follow or serve Him?

 

This requires faith, such a faith as is mentioned above; a faith by which we can please God; and now that we have an abundant revelation, a faith according to that revelation; a faith in God through Christ the great sin-offering, without which a man can no more please him, or be accepted of him, than Cain was. (From Adam Clarke Commentary) 

 

Simple obedience to the Message we have heard delivered by and through the Word of God, Christ, and delivered to us by His Spirit. Will you allow Him to lead you and guide you into all truth?

 

We cannot be pleased with a professed friend unless he has such confidence in us as to believe our declarations and promises. The same thing is true of God. He cannot be pleased with the man who has no confidence in him; who doubts the truth of his declarations and promises; who does not believe that his ways are right, or that he is qualified for universal empire. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

The requirement of faith or confidence in God is not arbitrary; it is just what we require of our children, and partners in life, and friends, as the indispensable condition of our being pleased with them. (From Barnes' Notes)

 

Without confidence in the Message delivered to you by Christ, it is impossible to establish and maintain a meaningful relationship with Him. How confident are you of the work which He has begun in you?
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