12 May 2005 Thursday Bible study.

<chosen> Father we thank you for this time in your Word, for us to come and fellowship with you and hear your truth. We thank you that you teach us in your ways, that which we need in order to remain  your children, pleasing to you... we thank you for your blessings this day and for your faithfulness, through Christ Jesus our Lord

<opentext> Rom 12:10-11, 10 Love one another with brotherly affection [as members of one family], giving precedence and showing honor to one another. 11 Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor; be aglow and burning with the Spirit, serving the Lord. AMP

<opentext> As we talked about yesterday, how imperative it is that we do see ourselves as a part of Father's family, by one's active participation in and of the divine nature of Christ.

<opentext> Yet how difficult is it for people at times to see themselves as part of His family, because of the limited development of their vision?

<chosen> it has to be through His understanding and revelation

<disciple> it happens when we look at others instead of focusing on Father through Christ Jesus

<opentext> Could this be why people at times find it easier to establish themselves  with physical groups of people?

<disciple> yes

<opentext> Without a vision, the people perish. Thus we can see why it is so vital that we are able to see ourselves as a part of His family. That we see Him for the loving God that He is.

<opentext> His people perish for a lack of knowledge as well. Thus why one must grow in the knowledge of the love of Christ, which far surpasses any acquired knowledge in and of this world, so that we are able to be filled with all of the fulness of God.

<opentext> Then as one is filled with the fulness of God, then the Father's love, manifest through Christ by the instruction of His Spirit will be manifest in us and through us.

<opentext> Are there times though, that you do not "feel" like a part of His family? And why is this?

<disciple> yes, there are...because we are wallowing in the lower nature...not walking in the Spirit of Christ within us

<chosen> yes when doubt or fear is allowed in

<at-peace> yes, usually when i have allowed my focus to stray

<opentext> When one will walk by the attributes and character of the lower nature rather then by faith. So we can see then how imperative it is, that we allow the eyes of our spiritual understanding to be enlightened, so that "you may know" the hope of His calling in and for your life.

<opentext> Note how in verse 12 Paul says, Never lag in zeal and in earnest endeavor.

<opentext> How enthused are you at that which Father asks of you? Is pleasing Him always the most important thing to you? Or does this sometimes take the back seat to the things that "you want to do"?

<at-peace> depends on where my attitude is at, at the time…the desire of my heart is to please Him always, but know at times i have fallen short

<opentext> Eph 4:22-24, 22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (KJV)

<opentext> Look at it this way: have you ever went to clean out a closet, and once you started to clean it out [even though your original intentions were to get rid of the junk] all of a sudden old memories kept you from being able to part with those things that were cluttering your house and life?

<at-peace> yes   <chosen> yes  <disciple> yes

<opentext> So we can see that one has to remain mindful of the fact that Father only has our best interest at heart when He talks with us. If we remember that, that it will be much easier to maintain a real zeal when he asks things of us, and we will want to do it so that we will be pleasing to Him.

<opentext> And another thing to consider, if those old memories were so good, why at that time and place was our life such a mess?

<disciple> they are only fond memories of the flesh, not of the spirit

<opentext> Col 3:17, And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. (KJV)

<opentext> If one always stopped to closely examine their thoughts and motives before doing anything, would one be as apt to stray from the strait and narrow path?

<at-peace> no    <chosen> no

<opentext> So if we can clearly see this, then why is it that we do not do it?

<at-peace> we allow our old thinking to get in the way

<disciple> we allow sin to control rather than discipline in the spirit...which is work...working out our salvation

<opentext> Phil 2:13-15, 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; (KJV)

<opentext> Today, we have the opportunity, the privilege of being God's children. Today, let it be His love that shines from us.
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