12 July 2005 Tuesday Bible study.

 

<at-peace> Father we thank you for this day and all that you have prepared for us that will encourage and strengthen us in continuing to run this race with patience that we may obtain the crown of life as with all our brethren in Christ giving you all the praise, honor, and glory that you are deserving of through Christ Jesus our Lord.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:1-2, 1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. KJV

 

<opentext> As we have been seeing since we started this chapter, is how God's order [power] is in the world, even though people can misuse it or mismanage it.

<opentext> We have been seeing how in some of the smallest things that we do, how easy it is to resist the power, if one is listening more to the lower nature, rather then the divine nature.

<opentext> And again one must remember that faith is by hearing the Message once delivered by and through Christ.

<opentext> If one fails to obey the speed limit when driving, it is because they did not listen to the law posted on the speed limit sign, but even more importantly, they failed to hear the wisdom and counsel of God.

 

<opentext> Rom 13:3,  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same: KJV

 

<opentext> The powers that be, if adhering to the counsel of God, will be a terror to the evil works within the world. But what happens when that power is corrupted?

<at-peace> one begins to distrust and not adhere 

<opentext> When the power is corrupted, things get a bit turned around. Why? Because those that choose to do evil no longer have a fear of the repercussions of the law. An example that we see all too often is that a person can be sent to jail for abusing animals, but nothing is said if they abort their child.

<opentext> Does this sound like the law of the land is following the dictates of the Creator any longer?

<at-peace> no

<helpmate> no

<opentext> And one can see this time after time within the judicial system anymore, how the terror that  should be shown against those that do evil is no longer there. Why is this?

<at-peace> god of this world has blinded their minds to that which is true and just in the sight of God

<opentext> So we can see this in the proper perspective, stop and consider what happens in your life when you neglect to properly feed and nourish the spirit man. How long does it take before your moral values begin to become altered?

<helpmate> not very long at all...just one step at a time from the strait and narrow path

<at-peace> evil communications corrupt good morals... a little leaven will if allowed leaven the whole lump

<opentext> So as we look at the United States over the last 40 to 50 years, how greatly has the respect and reverence for God diminished?

<at-peace> very much so

<helpmate> yes, very much

<opentext> So we can then see how what Amos scribed, how there would be a famine in the land for seeking the Word of the Lord, has come to pass. And even though many say that they have it, because of all of the compromise in all of the different denominations, people are busier defending their denominations, instead of taking a stand for the Word.

<opentext> So if the moral fiber and backbone of these denominations have been lost by defending traditions and man made doctrines, instead of adhering to the Word of the Lord, what has it done the to the morality of the society?

<helpmate> it has helped cause it to crumble and deteriorate

<at-peace> corruption of moral values

 

<opentext> Jer 5:30-31, 30 An appalling and horrible thing [bringing desolation and destruction] has come to pass in the land: 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests exercise rule at their own hands and by means of the prophets. And My people love to have it so! But what will you do when the end comes? AMP

 

<opentext> Jeremiah give a description that clearly describes what has happened within the land. And once the leaven has settled in, the slow spread of the corruption begins until it contaminates the whole of the lump.

<opentext> Complacency. How often is this the case with the people of God? Talking with someone yesterday, they had a hard time comprehending why i am so picky with the Word.

<opentext> What would have happened if Noah had not remained picky down to the smallest detail that God gave him?

<at-peace> the ark would have sank instead of rising above the flood waters and those on board would have perished 

<helpmate> he would have been trying to swim also

<opentext> Good answers. And thus we can see and realize why we too must be picky with Father's Word down to the smallest detail in our every day walk.

<opentext> any questions or comments from today's study?

<helpmate> Rev 3:15I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.  (KJV)

<opentext> Complacency!
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